ABSTRACT 




EVIDENCE 


BEt.lV*Ein B EFORE A 


SELECT COMMITTEE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 

(N THE YENRS 1790, AND 1 79 1 J 


PETITIONERS 

BOB THt 

ABOLITION 


SLAVE-TRADE. 


LONDON : 

MIHTSD BV JAMES BIUI.C.IM, oroiio* VAB»i 
(.OMIIAIUI STKSET. 

M.DCC.XC1. 

I CMS- M\) i-k , V( j 

,!• * ' . 1 ‘ ‘ [' • vu, ii n • rSt , t r- . 0 





PREFACE 


I N confcquencc of the numerous Petitions which 
were font to Parliament from different Counties, 
Cities, and Towns of Great Britain, in the year 1788, 
for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE-TRADE, it 
was determined by the Hoiife of Commons to hear 
Evidence upon that fubjeit. 

The Slave-Merchants and Planters accordingly 
brought forward fevcral perfons as witnefles, the fir ft 
in behalf of the continuance of Slave-trade, the latter 
in defence of the Colonial'Slavcry. Thefe were heard 
and examined in the years 1789 and 1790. 

Several perfons were afterwards called on the ffdc of 
the petitioners of Great Britain, to fubftantiate the 
foundation of their fcveral petitions, and to invalidate 
fevcral points of the evidence which the others had 
offered. Thefe were examined in the years 1790, 
and 1791. 


a a 


This 
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This Abftraift then is made up from the evidence of 
the latter, in which little other alteration has been made 
than that of bringing things on the fame point into one 
chapter, which before lay fcattered in different parts of 
the evidence ; and this has been done to enable the 
reader to fee every branch of the fubjcil In a clear and 
diftimft (hape. 

The evidence for Africa and the Middle Paflagc, on 
the fide of the Petitioners of Great Britain, is given by 
perfons, who have been to almolt all the confpicuous 
parts of Africa, from the River Senegal to Angola. 
Many of them have had great opportunities of infor- 
mation, from having been refident on fhorc, or having 
been up and down the different rivers, or from having 
made each of them feveral voyages. Among thefe, as 
well as among thofe who have only had the opportunity 
perhaps of a Angle voyage, arc to be reckoned feveral 
refpedablc perfons of education, obfervntion, and leifure, 
and it is to be obferved, that the information of the 
whole goes to things at different periods from the year 
1754 to 1789. The evidences again for the Weft 
Indies and America arc numerous and refpc£tablc. 
Many of them have had the advantage of being refident 
there for years, and the information which they have 
given, extends to things as they were at various times 
from 1753 to 1790. Of all thefe it mud be faid, that 
they arc totally /lijirttcrcjle/l perfons^ and therefore can 
have had nothing to biafs them cither one way or the 
other in the evidence they have given. The editor, on 
die 
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the other hand, feels it incumbent upon him to acknow- 
ledge, that fomc of them came up as evidences, from a 
fenfc of duly, and this again/} their own apparent inter efty 
anil under the threats and profpeff off offering conftderably 
for fuch a conduit. 


Of the Evidences, on the other hand, brought for- 
ward by the flave-merchants and planters, there are few 
indeed who are not deeply inttrefed in the teflimony they 
have given, and the event of the decifion. In the African 
part of the queition, all but two arc immediately con- 
cerned in the flavc-tradc, and in the Wefl-Indian, the 
Admirals only can be fairly excepted. And of what 
docs their information cunfift hue of round and general 
afl'ertions, without any fpecifick fails ? Thcfe afl'crtions, 
however, arc in behalf of the planters, and tend to 
prove the comforts and happinefs of their flaves. 

We have no right to fuppofe that perfons of their 
charaiter had any intention of mifleading the publick in 
a queftion of fo much importance to the interefls of 
mankind ; but we may fuppofe, that in their fttuation 
they had little or no opportunity of ohferving the treatment 
of the flavor, and this is ailually the fait. The Admirals, 
when on fhorc, were almoft entirely in the towns. Now 
all the evidences for the petitioners of England arc una- 
nimous in afl'erting that the Haves in the towns appear 
to be better treated than tliofc in the country. Hence 
the Admirals may have been in foine mcafure warranted 
in faying what they have done, but they ought to have 
obforved 
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obferved '.hat their evidence related to but a partial anil 
not the giurdl hotly of the fanes , and that their opportu- 
nities of information were exceedingly limited and confined. 

When, however, they went into the country, their 
fituation again precluded them from getting the fame in- 
formation as other men. Mr. H . Rofs, examined among 
others, lays that as to the information which may have 
been gotten by thole holding high commands in the 
Weft Indies, he cannot fpeafc decidedly; but if it be 
•meant to know whether fuch, on occulional vilits to 
eflatcs, were likely to obtain a thorough knowledge of 
the treatment of Haves, he thinks tiny amid not. He has 
often aacompanied Governors and -dtlmirals in their 
tours there. The eftates Valued, belonging to perfons 
of diftinftion, might be fuppofed under the hejl manage- 
ment. Betides all pojfdtle care would be taken to keep 
every difguJUng objcil from view, and on no account by the 
■excrcife of the whip or other punifhmcnts, to harrow up 
the feelings of perfons of ftu b dijlinllion. 

The above accounts (hew that the rank and fituation 
of the Admirals precluded them from feeing as much as 
others, or in other words, that their opportunities of in- 
formation were not as great as thofi of other men. Many 
other circumftances may be cited to prove the fame 
tiling. Among thefe are the preambles and claufes of 
certain laws, and extracts from the Weft Indian publick 
prints. To begin with the former. 


Bahama 
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Bahama Jjlntitls . — So lately as In 1 ; 84, it was enabled 
there, that “ if any Have fliall abfent him or hcrfelf 
“ from his or her owner, for the fpace of three months 
“ fuceeffively, fuch flave fliall be deemed an outlaw, 
“ and, as an encouragement to apprehend and bring to 
“ jiillicc fuch runaways, any perfon or perfons who (hall 
“ a|iprchcnd any fuch runaway, either alive or Jan!, fliall 
“ be paid out of the publick treafury twenty pounds, fo; 
“ every (lave fo apprehended and taken,” &c. * 

St. Chri/lopher's. — “ An afl: to prevent the cutting 
“ off or depriving any (laves in this illand of any of their 
“ limbs or members, or otherwife difabling them,” — 
u palled March nth, 1784.” 

“ Whereas fomc perfons have of late been guilty of 
tc cutting off and depriving Jlems of their ears , which 
“ p radii ce is contrary to the principles of humanity and 
{t diflionourable to focicty ; for prevention whereof in 
ct future, be it ciiadted by the Governor, &c. That if 
“ any owner or poflefl'or of any negro or other (lave in 
£t this ifland, fliall wilfully and wantonly cut or di fable, 
“ or caufe or procure to be cut out or difaldcd the 
il tongue ; put out, or cattle or procure to be put out, 
“ an eye ; flit the nofr, car , or lip, or cut off a nofc, 
“ ear, or lip, or caufe the fame to be done ; or break 
“ or caufe to be broken, the arm , leg , or any other limb, 
“ or member of any negro,” &c. The penalty is 500I. 
€t currency, or about 300 1. flcrling, and fix months 
“ imprifonment. |- 

* I'rivy Council’s Report, pun III. f Ibid. 

Barbadocs. 
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Barbadocs — “ An A£t to prevent diftempered, maim-. 
“ cd, and worn out negroes, from infefting the towns, 
“ ftrects, and highways of this ifland." Palled Jan. 18, 
1785. 

“ Whereas it has, for feme time pad, been the cruel 
“ praflice of fonic perfons poflefling negroes, who, from 
“ their old age and infirmities , are incapable of further 
(t fervice to their inhuman owners, to drive them from 
“ their plantations to beg, Jhal, or/larve, which faid 
“ unhappy objefts are daily infefting the publiclc ftrects 
“ of the feveral towns in this ifland,” &c. The penalty 
to fucli owner is 5/. currency, or about 3/. 121. fter- 
ling; and the ailft ordains that thofe unhappy objects 
fljall be taken home to their mnfters*. 


Grenada, 1788 — “ Whereas the laws heretofore 
<e made for the protection of flaves have been found 
“ infuff cient ; And whereas humanity and the into reft 
“ of the colony require that liilutary and adequate rc- 
<c gulations and proviftons fliould be adopted for reti- 
“ dering their fervitude as limited and cafy as polliblc, 
“ and for promoting the iticrcafc of their population, 
“ as the mod likely means of removing , in the courfe 
<c of time, the nccejfty of further importations of negroes 
“ from Africa ; And whereas llicfc dcTirablc ends cannot 
“ be fo cft'e&ually obtained as by prejeribing rcafonable 
“ bounds to the power of majlcrs, qud others having 


* IYivy Council's Report, 
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* c the charge of (laves, by compelling them fufficiently and 
« properly to lodge, feed) clothe $ and maintain them” &c. 

As to the ext rafts from the W eft Indian publick 
prints, the following* among many others, may fuffice . 

From the Jamaica paper, called the Cornwall Chro- 
nicle, of December 29, r 7 h> 7 , it appears, That an ad- 
dition to the Confolidated Slave-law was propofed in 
tilde terms : — > 

“ Whereas the extreme cruelties and inhumanity of 
<l the managers, overfeers, and hook-keepers of eftatesj 
“ have fiequently driven (laves into the woods, and oc- 
“ cafioncd rebellions and internal infurreftions, to the 
“ great prejudice of the proprietors, and the manifeft 
4C danger of the lives of the inhabitants of this illand ; 
* c for prevention whereof, be it enacted,” &c. “ And 
<e whereas alfo, it frequently happens, that flaves come 
IC to their ilea lies by hujiy and J'evcr e hiatus and other 
tc improper treatment of overfeers and book-keepers, in 
“ the heat of pajfton, and, when fnch accidents do hap- 
“ pen, the viftims are entered in tlie plantation-books, 
<c as having died of cortvulftons, Jits, or other uitifes not to 
“ be accounted for, and to conceal the real truth of the 
“ caidi: of the death of fuch (lave or flaves, he or they 
“ is or are immediately put under ground,” &c. 

The member (Mr. Gray ) who introduced die above, 
premilcd, “ That to his own certain knowledge, very 

unnatural puhiflnncnts were often inlliftcd on negroes ; 

U “ and 
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u rind that, in fen era l inflames , , lie had been obliged to in - 
t£ at f7 magi/lrate, to prevent aiSlual rebellion 

“ from fuch inhuman treatment.” 

In the Jamaica paper, called the Ga7.cttc of St. Jago 
tie la Vega, datcil Oftoberu, 1 787, we number <5 7 
runaway (Lives ad vertifed, viv- 45 “ branded” and 57, 
without “ brands.” Among the former is ,{ William 
“ marked on the right fhouldor R A, heart aitd din- 
“ mond between, and on die left R A, heart at top,’* 
alfo “ Ratty on built (boulders II P in one,” and 
“ Guy marked, on the right (boulder W J), and on 
“the left 111 .”— In the fame Gazette, dated Novem- 
ber 8 th, 17117, there arc notified 23 runaways marked, 
and 44 unmarked. Among thole marked is “ Apollo 
“ W S, on his face and bread',” — Robert R P on each 
“check, and King (Ion marked YORKE on each 
“ (boulder and breads.” — We find, in the Cornwall 
Chronicle, of Jamaica, dated December 15, 1787, 
“ 84 runaways ad vertifed 13 of whom only are braiul- 
* ‘ cd.” Among thefe are “ Pompey, a creole negro man, 
“ marked on both (boulders and breads M L, diamond 
“ on top," James a carpenter 11 branded on both 
“ cheeks,” and Billy belonging to the King, marked 
“broad arrow, on the (boulder. ” — In the Kingdon 
Morning Pod, of April 8th, 1789, feven runaways, 
from one owner are ad vertifed, namely “ a lilherman, 
“a taylor, a (Itipvvriglit, a fempdrefis, and three other 
“wenches.” In the fame paper we find “ an old 
“'grey beaded Coroiuantee man,” a runaway-, al(i> 
Another 



PREFACE. 


xi 

another tnylor “ marked on both (boulders I T, and 
tl right (houlder R G.” — In the Cornwall Chronicle 
of Ocl. 10, 1789, a runaway is atlvcrtifed named 
tc Prince, branded on the back, with a cattle murk 
Cl TH.” — In the Kingilon Morning Pod of" Nov. 4, 
1789, we find again, (even runaways from one pro- 
prietor, viz. “ an old woman with her two Tons and 
two daughters, one of them very big witlt child,” 
alio a held negro and a carpenter. In the hippie— 
ment to the Cornwall Chronicle of Nov. 7, 1 789, there 
arc 13S runaways advertifetl, viz. 48 with, and 87 
without brands. Of tlve former feme have hm t three, 
am! four brands on the face, brea/ls, and Jhou/ders. 
One in particular is “ marked I) E on both checks and 
“ left (houlder.” Among thofo not branded is “ a 
“ woman with a wooden leg.” One man is dillin- 
gu idled by having “ both cars croji/f and another by 

“ his nofe and ears being cut of." In the Jamaica 

Daily Advertifer of Feb. 11, 1791, we find fix run- 
aways ad Verified by one owner, via. two men and four 
Women, hefides a girl child of one of the latter. Both 
the men and two of the women arc of one family, be- 
ing an old woman, her brother. Iter fori, and her 
grand nephew (marked R D C) and who abl'ented 
thcmfelves at different times. — An advertifement in the 
Jamaica Daily Advertifer of Feb. 24, 1791, begins 
thus : — tl Feb. 22, 179 1, Efcapcd 011 Sunday lad with 
61 a chain and collar round his neck, a negro man of the 
“ Mandingo country, marked TY 4 on top,” &c. 


I11 
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In the Barbadoes Gazette of Jan. 14, 1784, tlic 

reader will find this ndverti Cement 

“ Abfented heifelf from the fervice of the fubferiber, 
tc a yellow (kin negro wench, named Sarah Deroral,’’ 
whole perfon and furmifed place of concealment, be- 
ing very particularly deferibed, the ad vmilr merit 
ends with thefe words “ JFbot.vt will apprehend the Jdicf 
4C wench ALIVE or DEAD, flinll cave two moi dares 
“ reward from 

Joseph Cmareus Howard.’’ 


The claules, preambles, and advertlfcmcnts jtifh cited 
will, it is preltimod, without any farther extradb, bring 
additional conviction to the mind of the reader, that 
the Admirals could have known little or nothing about 
the treatment of the femes during their refidcnce in the 
Iflands : for they fliew, fu ll, that the (laves have been 
inlufliciently fed, lodged, and clothed ; that they have 
been under the power of the mailer and overlber to an 
xinreafonable degree ; that they have been often turned 
adrift, when incapable of labour, “to beg, Ileal, or flarve ■’* 
that their ears and nofes have been flit and cut off; 
that they have ceen alfo othervvife disfigured as well as 
deprived of limbs and members ; that they have been 
Hidden iy murdered and buried ; and that in fonic cafes 
where they have run away, rewards have been offered to 
indifferent perfons to bring them to their owners alive or 
dead. They fliew, fecondly, that thefe different cir- 
icu in (lances have happened, and that many of them 

muff; 
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mud have been notorious (or why were laws introduced 
by (lie colonilts themfelvcs for their prevention?) /nice the. 
year 1 7 83, for the dates of the feveral a&s or ailvcr- 
vcrtilements arc in 1 7R4, 1785, 1 787, 1788, 1789, 
and 1791. But if they imift have been notorious l ince 
the year 1783, it is clear (the treatment of the Haves 
having improved though not kept pace with the im- 
provement of the age) that they inn// have linen equally no- 
torious previous to the year 1 783, that is to fay, at the very 
time the Admirals were in the dill'erent iflands with 
their rcfpefliye fleets. Now the Admirals are as fi- 
lcnt about thefe notorious ia&ts in their evidence, 
as if they had never ex died at all. If they knew them 
and concealed them (which we cannot believe) 
their evidence is unworthy of refpetSt upon this occa- 
fion ; and if they did not know them, it only con- 
firms what has been faid before, that they btul not the 
Jii/ue opportunities as other men , and that they were 
therefore incompetent as evidences upon fo great a 
queftioii, 

The Admirals again have fliewn themfelvcs egregi- 
oufly ignorant of a mo/I notorious law, a law too, which 
ex ills at the prefent day, namely, “ that the evidence 
of a Have is not valid again!! any white man.” Mad 
they been acquainted with this, they would have per- 
ceived itillaiitly that it was in any matter's power to 
* torture or even murder his Have with impunity, and 
this 

<* Tlicmp.U tin: render M# fern laws uuiAcil in |*r> vi m inatlm 
•■lling oil' tlic care ami auf« id tlicit ll.ivea, and being guilty «• 
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this in the fight of a thoufand black fpeflators, provide*! 
he only took care that no white perfon beheld him. 
Had they known this, they would have perceived the 
unprotc&cd (late of the Haves, and would never have 
ipolcen as they have. It is impofiiblc therefore that 
they could have become acquainted with this law, and 
this only brings us to the fame couclufion as before, viz. 
their ineeipaeity eis evidences on thejulrjei/ of the treatment 
cf th.'fuivti. 

Before the Preface is doled, it may be mreflary to 
anticipate, that fome one may all: the Editor, why he 
lias given in this Alilirafl: the Evidence on the part of 
the Petitioners only, and omitted that which inis been 
adduced on the other fide. To this tlu: Editor might 
reply, that it is the bufmefs of the Slave-merchants and 
Planters, if they think their cafe defcnfihle by the 
evidence they have produced, to do il, but lie would 
rather vvifli to reply, that it is u nnkckssak y : for 
admitting the witneAbs on the part of the Slave-mer- 
chants and Planters never to have Jeen among them all 
even one fugle lift, mice of enormity, either in Africa, or 
on die Middle Paflhgc, or in the Well Indies, (which 
none of them will pretend to alfert) this negati re evidence 
can make nothing again!!: the numberlefs {•/> fit ire and 

■rucliiiii, lie U nor to im.'ip.inc Ural llie ninft'T r'.imn’l «!*• llifiil Haw os 
lidvinfurc i for it i 1 . clear, licit wlii !.• a llav'-i itvirlcm •• is uni o.l- 
iitiflilil: ajja'udl a v.liiu man, lie uiay do them with itii]iu»ily a' tins 
pinfent day. 

fpecifdt 
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fprcifiek fttT/s mentioned in this AbflnuTl to have fall™ 
Miner tbr /•»vi of the \vi todies oil the other fide. Tilde 
pofitivc :nul fpecifick inllanccs mu ft thne'ere Jllll fuini 
iincoubtulit'.'id an, l Inn:. They imilt Hill (land ns having 
fojltiwi )< huff and : and if but a final] part of them only 
did ever happen* this linall part would be a fuflicicnt 
rcufon. for the Abolition of the Slave-Trade. 


I’riulL'tl mui^c (Lij'iuscil by llic IJnivcrsily of Soillli'impl 




ALPHABETICAL LIST 


Names of the Witnesses 


Selcft Committee of the Iloi/fe of Commons , 


The Petitioners of Great Britain 


Abolition of the Slave-Trade. 


B 


AI LLIE (George, Efq.) re filled 25 years in South 
Carolina and Georgia, firft as a merchant, after- 
wards as a planter, and then as Commill'ary General 
of Georgia. He was in Jamaica alfo from about 
December, 1778, to February or March, 1770. — • 
[111. * 181.] 


Beverley, (Wii.liam, Efq. Lincoln’s Inn) was bom 
in Virginia, and lived there the firft 16 years of his 
life : lie returned in 1786, and refided afterwards 
above two years in different parts of America.— 
[IV. 

* The Evidence, iiccnrdinir in the method in which ir wan printed for 

the Hmtfc nf incur., i-. ilivilikle info four Earn : the Rinnan Capitate 

therefore lliew the pail in which the Evidence of the perfun into he found, 
And the Vigu ccs the I'ltge where it begins. 


Botham, 
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Botham, (Henry, Efq.) went to the Weft Indies in 
1770, and, in about two years, vifited all the 
Blands, Englilh and French, and was employed by 
Government in Grenada. He directed a fugar 
eftatc for a fliort time in the Weft Indies; but he 
carried on fugar works many years at Bencoolen in 
the Eaft Indies. — [IV. 241. J 

Bowman, (Mr. John) was in the African employ, 
from 1 765 to 1776, moftly on the Windward Coaft, 
as third, fecond, and chief mate. He was alfo eight 
months refident as a faftor at the head of the River 
Sierra Leon, and feventcen or eighteen months at 
that of the River Scafl'us in Africa. — [IV. 112.] 


Chatham, (John, Efq.) was upwards of twenty years 
in Maryland. — [IV. 249.] 

Cjlappeson, (Mr. Thomas) was at Jamaica in 1762 
and 1763, and from 1768 to 1778, and from 1786 
to 1789. For the firft two years he was in the 
feafaring line, but the reft of the time as wharfinger 
and pilot. — [IV. 207. ] 

Claxton, (Mi-. Ecroide) failed in the Garland, for 
Africa, in 1788, as furgeon’s mate, and there, on 
the Bonny Coaft, commenced furgeon to die Young 
Hero flavc-vcffcl. — [IV. 23.] 

Cook, (Captain) of the 89th regiment, was in Barba- 
docs, St. Lucia, St. Kitt’s, See. in 1780 and 1781. 
[IV. 199.] 

Cook, (Mr. Mark) arrived in Jamaica in T774, and 
left it 1790; was three years in the planting bufi- 
nefs ; the reft of the time as clerk and fchoolmaftcr 
there — [IV. 889. J 

Coor, (Henry, Gent.) was in Jamaica fifteen years, 
ending in 1774, as a mill-wright, chiefly in Wcft- 
morcland. 
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moreland, but did bufinefs in three other parifhes. 
[IV. 69.] 

Crew, (Robert, Efq.) is a native of Virginia, and 
always relided there till 1783. — [IV. 250. J 


Dalrymple, (Henry Hew, Efq.) was lieutenant In 
the 75th regiment, in garrifon at Gorce, and on 
various parts of the coalt, from May to the end of 
September, 1779. He was, on his pafl'age to the 
Weil Indies, in a Ilave- veil'd two months. He 
was three times in the Weft Indies; in 1773 at 
Grenada fix months; in 1779 and 1780 at Anti- 
gua, Barbadoes, Tobago, St. Lucia, and St. Chrif- 
topher’s; and, in 1788 and 1789, at Grenada, 
Cariacou, St. Vincents, and Tobago. — [III. 291.] 

Davies, (The Rev. Mr.) relided at Barbadoes fourteen 
years, the three laft learning the management of a 
liigar eftato; he left it 21 years ago.' — [IV. 185.] 

Davison, (Baker) lieutenant of the late 79th regi- 
ment was in Jamaica from the middle of 1771 to 
the end of 1783, except a few months on the Spa- 
nifh Main. He alfo pradlifed furgery in Jamaica. 
[IV. i 5 o.J 

Dove, (Mr. William) was, in 1769, a voyage to the 
Coaft of Africa for Haves. From 1774 to 1783 
he relided at Bolton and New- York. — '[III. 100.] 

Douglas, (Mr. John) boatfwain of the Rullel man 
of war, was one voyage to the Coafl: of Africa for 
flaves in 1771. — {IV. 121.] 

Duncan, (Mr. William) was in Antigua from 
January 1785 to July 1789, firll as cleric in a (lore 
for fix or eight months, afterwards as overfeer for 
about two years and a half. The reft of the time 
he kept a ftore for himfelf. — [IV, 141 .] 

c. z Ellison, 
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Ellison, (Mr. Henry) gunner of the Refinance man 
of war, was in the Ilave-tradc from 1 759 to 1770. 
He has been in many Well India [Hands, particu- 
larly Barbadoes and Jamaica. He has alfo been 
many voyages to Virginia and Maryland, and often 
on the tobacco plantations while the Haves wore at 
work. — [III. 361.] 


Falconbridoe, (Mr. Ali k inder, furgeon) was four 
voyages to Africa for Haves, from 178001- 1781 to 
1787. In the fu ft be was taken at Cape Mount in 
the Tartar. The other three were regular voyages. 
[U. 581.) 

Fitzmaurick, (Mr. William) was in Jamaica from 
June 1771 to March 178b, as ovrifecr the laH ten 
years, but the former part of the time book-keeper, 
except for the firfl- lix months when he was clerk 
to a ftorc in Kingfton, — [IV. 205.] 

Forster, (Mr. Robert) was in every Britifh idand, 
except Jamaica, in all about fix years, ending in 
1778; the HrlL lour years he was npprcnrii-i- ilia 
ftoie in St. John’s, Antigua, the red of tin- time a 
midfliipman and fecoud mailer and pilot of the 
King’s brig Endeavour. He lived among the town 
Haves, and often went to culledt debts, and vilir 
managers in the country. When in the King’s 
fhip, lie fpent much of his time among them.— . 

[IV. 129.] 


Giles, (Mr. John) farmer, near Hay, BrecknocWIure, 
was in Montfcrrat from 1757 to 1762, in (Jrand- 
terre in 1763, in Grenada 1764 am! part of 1765, 
in North America the red of 1765, in St. Croix 
from 1774 to 1778. — [IV. 74. j 

Giles, (Captain) of the 19th regiment of foot, was 
in Barbadoes, Antigua, St. JLucia, and Jamaica, 
from 



C xx! ) 

from June 1782 to April 1700, except about 14 or 
15 months in England. — [IV. 103.] 


Hall (Captain) of the Royal Navy, was at Barbadoes 
and the Leeward Blands from 176910 1773, and 
from 1780 to 178?. at thole places, and at Jamaica 
and Sc. Domingo. — [IV. 99.] 

Hali. (Captain John Asiilf.y) now in the Weft 
India trade from London, was in tile African trade 
from 1772 to 1776 inclulivc. He made two voy- 
ages to Africa for flnves as third, fecund, and chief 
matt. '[II, 5.3.] 

Harrison (M. I).) was upwards of ten years in 
Jamaica, Trout 1755 to 1765, and in America 
from 1765 to 1778, and in die medical line in both 
— [IV . 44. j 

Hills (Captain John) of the Royal Navy, was at 
Gorcc and up the Gambia, as commander of his 
Majefty’s floop Zephyr, at the end of 1781 and lie- 
ginning of 1782, in all about itx months, — [III, 
176.] 

How (Anthony Pantai.ro, Efq.) was in Africa 
in 1785 and 1 7 8 >_>, chielly on the Gold Gold, in 
the Grartipus man of war, cinployedby govern- 
ment as a bolandt. — [111. 219.] 


Jackson (Roiii-rt, M. D.) went to Jamaica in 1774, 
and relided there lour years, chiefly at Savanna-Ia- 
Mar, where he pf.nStifed medicine. His profe/hon 
led him daily eight or ten or more miles into the 
country. He has occafionally been in moll parts 
of the iflarnl. Me went allb to America m join 
liis regiment (the 71ft) in 1778, with whit ii lie 
Went through all the fouilicrn provinces. — [IIL54.J 

jEi-rRiiYfl 
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Jeffreys (Mr. Ninian) Mafter in the Royal Navy, 
was at Jamaica in 1773, Tobago 1774, Jamaica 
177S, Grenada 1776, Tortola 1779, as mate of a 
Well Indiaman, and employed in talcing off fitgars 
from the different eftates, but in 1782 Antigua, 
and St. Kitt’s 1783, and at Jamaica a few days in 
1784, in the Royal Navy. — (III. 231 ) 


Kiernan (James, Efq.) was in Africa in 1775, 1776, 
1777, and 1778, to learn the nature of the trade, 
to carry it on. He refided on the R. Senegal.-— 
[IV. 237.] 


Lloyd (Captain Thomas) in the Royal Navy, was 
in the Well Indies in 1779. He commanded his 
Majefty’s flfipGlafgow, and was burnt out of her ill 
Montego Bay, Jamaica. — (IV. 147.) 


MILLAR. (Mr. George) gunner of his Majefty’s fliip 
Pegafe, has been in Africa. His lad voyage was 
to Old Calabar in 1767, in the flfip Canterbury, 
Captain Sparkes. — [ill. 385.] 

Morlev (Mr. James) Gunner of his Majefty’s fliip 
Medway, made fix voyages to Africa, the firft in 
1760, tne lafl: in 1776. He has been ever (nice in 
the King’s fcrvicc. He has vifited moft parts of 
Africa from the beginning of the Gold Conft to 
Angola. — [III. 149.J 


Newton (the Rev. John) Reflor of St. Mary, Wool- 
noth, made five voyages to Africa; in the lafl in 1754 
he was mailer of a (lave fliip. He lived on fliore 
about a year and a half, chiefly at the ifland of 
Plantancs, at the mouth of tne R. Shcrb.ro.— 

tm. 137.] 


Nicuolls 
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Nicholas (the Rev. Robert Boucher) Dean of 
Middlcham, Yorkfhire, was born in Bntbadocs, 
and refided there fomc years in his youth, and two 
years after he was of age, from 1768 to 1770, 
when in holy orders. In his lafl: rcfidcnce, he lived 
on a very large plantation, and obferved the ma- 
nagement of that and the furrounding eftates. — • 

[III. 326.] 


Parker (Mr. Ifaac) (hip- keeper of the Mclampus fri- 
gate, failed in 1764 to the R. Gambia, and ill 
1765 to Old Calabar. He lived live months on 
(bore, at New Calabar. He has been more than 
once in the Welt Indies, in Jamaica, Barbadocs, 
Antigua, the Grenades, &c. — [III. 122.] 


Rooke (Major General) was in Africa, at Gorcc, from 
May 6, to Aug. 16, 1779. — [HI. 45.] 

Rees (the Rev. Thomas Gwynn) arrived at Bar- 
badoes in the end of 1782, as Chaplain of his Ma- 
jefty’s (hip Princefs Amelia. During the fix 
weeks he was there he vilited the plantations with- 
in four or five miles of Bridge-town. He was be- 
tween two and three months alfo at St. Lucia.— 
[III. 247.] 

Ross (Hercules, Efq.) refided from 1761 to 1782 
chicfty in Jamaica, and occafionally in Hil'paniola. 
He was in every parifh in the former ifland.— 
[IV. 252.] 

Ross (Captain Robert) was from 1762 to 1786 in 
Jamaica. He was for three years and a half a 
book-keeper, and afterwards an overfeer on three 
eftates. He then commanded a company of 
Rangers for fix years. I11 177511c fettled a pro- 
perty of bis own, and refided on it from 1781 to 
178O.— IV. 63.) 


Savage 
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Savage (John, Efq. , rcfided in Carolina from 1729 
101775.— IV. 247.] 

Scott (Captain Alexander) of the Royal Navy, 
was from Senegal to C. Coall in his Majclty’s 
(hip Merlin, in 1 769. He has alfo been in the VV eft 
Indies.— [IV. 178.] 

Simpson (Lieut. John) of the Marines, went out in 
his Mai city’s liiip Adventure, and was on the Coalt 
of Africa, chiefly from Scum Cruc to Accra, in 
1788 and 1789. — [IV. 40.] 

Smith (Captain John Samuel) of the Royal Navy, 
was in the Welt Indies in 1772, « 777 » and 1778, 
for above a year altogether. — [IV. 13O.] 

Storey (Lieut. Richard) in the Royal Navy, was 
from 1766 to J77O, on every part of tile Coalt 
from S. Leone to the R. Gabon. — [IV. 3.] 

Stuart (the Rev. James) vifltcd many of the Weft 
India iflands, Englilh and French, in 1778 and 
1772, when he returned to America. He had a 20 
year’s acquaintance with the condition of Haves 
upon that continent.— [IV. 175.] 


Terry (Mr. John) was in Grenada from 1776 to 
1790, the firll: feven or eight years as an over- 
feer, then a manager*. — ‘[IV. 107.] 

Terry (Mr. Matthew) was four years in Domi- 
nique as book-keeper and overlecr, one at Tobago 
as land-furveyor, in the King’s lervicc, and (even 
in Grenada, ending in 1781, as a colony furveyor. 
—IV. 82.J 


* The chief perlbn who fuperi Mentis a fugar cllate, is called in Jamaica 
the overlecr, ami in ihc Wimlward lllamis the manager, where the driver 
is often culled overfccr. 


Thompson 
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'Thompson, (Captain Thomas Bolton) of the Royal 
navy was fecund lieutenant of the Grampus in 1 7 04, 
17H5, and 1786, and commanded his Majclly’s 
fliip the Nautilus in 1787, in carrying out the Black 
Poor to Sierra Leon, where he was from the be- 
ginning of May, to the end of September, — > 

Tottenham, (Major-General) went out to the Well 
Indies in 1779, with four regiments under his com- 
mand. He was about twenty months in Barbadoes, 
and fomc time at St. Lucia, St. Kitts, and St. 
Luftatius. — .[III. 125.] 

Townte, (Mr. James) carpenter of his Mnjefly’s fliip 
Syren, made two voyages in 1760 and 1 768 to the 
Jfles dc Los, and Grand Cape Mount. In the firfthe 
was between feven and eight months on thecoall- as 
a boy; in the fecond, as carpenter, lie Raid more than 
fix months, — [IV. 15.] 

Trotter, (Thomas, M.D.) furgeon in the Royal 
navy, was a voyage in the African llavc-tnule, from 
Liverpool, in 1783, as furgeon of the Brookes, 
Captain Noble. He was ten months on the coaft. 
[III. 80.] 


Wadstrom, (Charles Berns, Efq.) Chief Direc- 
tor of the Allay Office in Sweden, was in Africa 
near three months, in 1787 and 1788, with Doiflor 
. Spaarman, engaged by the King of Sweden to make 
difcoverics. — [III. 18. & 19.] 

Wilson, (Captain Thomas) of the Royal Navy, was 
between five and fix months in Africa, between 
Cape Blanco and the River Gambia, in 1783 and 
1784, as commander of his Majcfly’s fliip Racc- 
horfu: he was feut out to embark the troops and 
ilorcs from Gorcc. — [III. 3. & 4.] 


Wilson, 
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Wilson, (Mr. Isaac) furgcon in the navy, made one 
voyage to Africa in the Elizabeth, Smith, from 
London. He failed the ioth of May, 1788, and 
returned 6th December, 1789. — [II, 561.] 

WoomvARi), (George, Elq.) is both an owner and 
mortgagee of property in Barbadocs, where he re- 
fitled in 1782 and 1783, and was alfo there in 
17-77.— [IV. 233 ■] 

Woodward, (Mr. Joseph) was in Barbadocs in 
1788, 1789, and i7Qo. — [IV. 23b.] 

Woolrich, (Thomas, Efq.) was in the Weft Indies 
from 1753 to 1773; but in the interim took three 
trips to England, and two to America ; he was in 
the mercantile line, chiefly at Tortola. He was 
alfo occaflonally at Barbadocs, Antigua, and St, 
Kitts.— [III. 264.] 


Young, (Sir George) captain in the Royal navy, 
was four voyages to Africa, in 1767, 1768, 1771, 
and 1772, from Cape Blanco to Cape Lopez, 
including every Engliflj fettlcment, and fomc Dutch, 
[UI. 205. J 


CI-IAP. V. 
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91, he En or mill a committal by the Natives of Africa on the 
Pcrfotis of one another , to procure Slaves for the Euro- 
peans — fi ovcti by the Ptjlimony of fitch as have vifitcrl 
that Continent, — and confirmed by Accounts from the 
Slaves thcnfolvcs , after their arrival in the Weft Indies. 


T IIE Trade for Slaves, (fays Mr- lCicrnan) In the M,vnuvtj 
River Senegal, was chiefly with the Moors, on 
the Northern hanks, who got them very often by war, 
and not feldotn by kidnapping; that is, lying in wait .a n 
near a village, where there was no open war, and leizing ‘f 
■whom they could. 

l ie has olien heard of villages* and feen the remains 
of fucb, broken up by making tlie people Haves. 

'1 hat the Moors oil’d to crofs the Senegal to catch the 
negroes was fpokeu of at Fort Louis as notorious ; and 
he has feen inftances of it wliere the. per fans fo taken 
were ranfomed. 

General Rookc fays, that kidnapping took place in the 
neighbourhood of Goree. It was fpokeu of as a com- 
mon practice. It was reckoned difgraceful there, hut he 
cannot fpeak of the opinion about it on the Continent. 

He remembers two or three inlbmecs of negroes being 
brought to Goree, who had hern kidnapped, hut he could 
Slot di (coyer by whom. At their own requcH he imme- 
diately feat them back. 


A 


Mr. Dalryinplc 
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AI/moti- j Mr. Dalrymplc found that the great droves (called 
Xuiri ' .,w Caffollas or Caravans) of flavcs brought from inland, 
aw hy way of Galam, to Senegal and Gambia, were pri — 
it ia foners of war. Thofe fold to vcllels at Gorcc, and near 
riwi”' '•> were procured either by the grand pillage, the Idler 
pillage, or by robbery of individuals, or in confeipiencc 
of crimes. The grand pillage is executed by the king’s 
fold i ers, from three hundred to three thoulhnd at a time, 
who attack and let lire u> a village, and feize tlu: inha bilants 
as they ran. The fmaller parties generally lie in wait 
about the villages, and take off all they can furprife ; 
which i-. 1 f. . done by inJiridnal:;, who do not belong to 
the king, but are privaia n M> i... Tilde fell their prey 
on the coail, where it is well known no cpielliuns as to 
the means of obtaining it are alkcd. 

As to kiditapring it is f'o notorious about Gorcc, that 
he in vi.r heard any ptrfnn deny it there. Two men 
while lie was there offered a pcrlbn, a mcfleiiger from 
Senegal to Rulil'co, fur fair;, to the gnrrifon, who even 
bonded how they had obtained him. Many allb were 
brought to Goree while he was there, procured in the 
fame maimer. 

Tiicfe depredations are alfo praclifi'd by the Moors : 
lie £nv many Haves in Africa who told him they were 
taken by ilient; particularly three, one of whom was a 
woman, who cried very much, arid feemed to lie in great 
diftrefs; the two others were more reconciled to their fate. 


Captain Wilfon lays, l! -. flavcs are cither procured 
bv inti. fine wars, or kings breaking up villages, or 
crimes real or imputed, cir kidnapping. 

Villages arc broken up by the king’s troops furround- 
in;; tile in in tlie night, anti f.-r/.iiig fuch of the inhabi- 
tant-; as liiic their purpofe. This graft ice is moll com- 
mon v/hen there is no war with another {late. 

It is live rlaily acknowledge I that free perfons are fold 
for real or ii,i\-iit,-i! < rime , jo. t/v Hi.jit -J oV/V 
Soon after Ids arrival at Goree, king Daniel lent 
a freeman tu him for file, and was to have the price 
/ ././/. One of the ! mg's guards being all cd whether 
the man was guilty of the crime imputed to him, 
anlvvered, 
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anfwcred, that was of no eeitfyrmc/, nr ever inquired M/mer of 
into. Captain Wilfon returned the nnn. sfmff-mr 

Kidnapping was acknowledged by nil he converfed rt/Jtiwr' 
with to be generally prevalent. It is the firflr principle Senegal to 
of the natives, the principle of folf -pre&rvation, »wr ^“ r 
to go mitrnda while a /lave vef/ei is on the coaft, for 
fear of being fiolen. When he has met them thus 
armed, and inquired of them, through his interpreter, 
the rcafon of it, they have pointed to a French flave- 
vcflel then lying at Portudal, and faid their fears arofc 
from that quarter. As a pofitivc inflance, lie fays, a 
courier of Captain Lucy’s, his prcdcccflur, though a 
Moor, a free man, and one who (poke the French 
language fluently, was kidnapped as he was travelling on 
the Continent with di ('patches on his Britannick Maj city’s 
account, and fold to a French veiled, from which he, 

Captain Wiifon, after much trouble, actually got him. 
back. 

When he preflded in a court at Gorce, a Maraboo 
fwore, with an energy which evinced the truth of his 
evidence, that his brother, another Maraboo, had been 
kidnapped in the aT of drinking, a moment known to be 
facred by their religion, at the mitigation of a former 
governor, who had taken a diflike to him. This was a 
matter notorious at Gorce. 

Mr. Wadftrom knows (laves to be procured between 
Senegal and Gambia, either by the general pillage or by 
robbery by individuals, or by ilratagcm and deceit. 

The general pillage is executed by the king’s troops 
on horfcback, armed, who ferae the unprepared. Mr. 
Wadftrom, during the week he was at Joal, accompa- 
nying one of thole embaffies which the French governor 
fends yearly with prefents to the black kings, to keep up 
the Have trade, law parties fent out for this jmrpofc , by- 
king Barbefin, nlmoft every day. Thefe parties went 
out generally in the evening, and were armed with bows 
and arrows, guns, piitols, fibres, and long lances. 

The king of Sail uin prafti lbs the pillage nlfo. Mr. 
Wadftrom faw twenty-feven (laves from Sallum, twenty- 
three of whom were women and children, thus taken. 

A 7 ITc 
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Maimer >f He was told alfo by merchants at Gorec, that king 

Mtvufem Darnel praftifes the pillage in like manner. 

Robbery was a general way of taking lingle Haves. Tin 
Sin once law a woman and a boy in the Have- hold at Gorce 5 
G.iH?" t * lc ' atter had been taken by Health from his parents in 

the interior parts -above Cape Rouge, and he declared, that 

fuch robberies were very frequent in his country; the 
former, at Rulilcn, from her hu (band and children. Ho 
could date ftvcral tnjimtees of fuch robberies. He very 
often (aw negroes thus taken brought to Gorec. Ganna 
of Dacard was a noted iiMii-/ietiler , and employed as 
fuel) by the (lave merchants there. 

As indances of Kratagem employed to obtain (laves, 
he relates, that a French merchant taking a limey to a, 
negro, who was on a vilit at Dacard, perluaileil tlto 
village, for a certain price, to feiv.c him. He was accord- 
ingly taken frtiin his wife, who wilhcd to accompany 
him, but the Frenchman had not merchandize enough to 
buy both. Mr. Wadftrom law this negro at 'Gorce, 
the day he arrived from Dacard, chained, and lying on 
the ground, exceedingly diftrcllcd in his mind. 

The king of Salltnn alfo prevailed on a woman to 
come into his kingdom, and (' ll him fomc millet. On 
her arrival, he lei zed. and fold her to a 1' reach officer, 
with whom Mr. Wadftrom law this woman every day 
while at G orce. 

Mr. Wadftrom was on the ifland of St. Louis, up 
the Senegal alfo, and on the continent near the river, and 
lays, that all the Haves fold at Senegal, are brought down' 
the river, except thofe taken by the rohlury of the Moors 
in the neighbourhood, which is fometimes conducted by 
large parties, in what are called petty ■wins. 

Captain Hills law while lying between Gorec ami the 
continent, the natives, in an evening, often go out in 
war drcllus, ns he found to obtain fluv.s for king Daniel, 
to be fold. The renfon was, that the king was then 
poor, not having received his ufiml dues from os. Ho 
• tever faw the parties that went out return with Haves, 
but has often (ecu Haves in their lints lied hack to hack. 
We remembers alfo. Unit fomc robbers once brought him 
a man 
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a man bound onboard the Zcphir, to foil, but he, C.ipt. AT. t-ieraf 
Hills, would not buy him, but I’ulFcrcd him to cfeapc. ’stma/' .» 

The natives on the continent oppofite to Gnrec nil go 
aruietl) lie imagines for fear of being taken. Sendai 

When in the River Gambia, wanting fervants on board K y'- r 
his fliip, he exprefled a vvilh for Ionic volunteers. A ' 
black pilot in the boat called two boys who were on fhore, 
carrying balkets of dial lots, and silked Capt- Mills if they 
•would ,/<>, in which calc ho would late them off, and bring 
them to him. This he declined. From the cafe with 
which the pilot did it, he concludes this was cultoraary. 

The black pilot laid the merchantmen would not refttfe 
fucb on offer. He apprehends theft: two boys were free 
people, from the pilot’s mode of fpeaking, and from his 
winking, implying, it was an illicit thing. 

A hoy, whom he bought froth the merchants in the 
fame river, had been carried in the night from his father’s 
htnife, where a fkirmifli had happened, in which he believes 
he laid both his parents, but he well remembers, one were 
killed. The boy laid many were killed, and foino taken. 

Mr Ellifon fpokc the Mundingo language, in confe- 
fluence of which he has often converted with Haves from 
the Gambia, to which river he made three voyages, and 
they ii nivoi fully informed him, that they had been J/ole/t 
and fold. 

The natives tip the river ScnlTus informed Mr. Row- Mrmerof 
man, that they had got two women and a girl, whom 
they then brought him, in a fmall town which they had ' u Lr 
furprized in the night ; that others had got olF, but they c.i-n'.ia m 
expected the reft of the party would brim' them in, i n ‘Xjy;!,/ 
two or three days. When ilirfe arrived, they brought / /.yy ,., 
■with them two men whom M r. Bowman knew, and had 
traded with formerly ; upon quelliouing them, be difeo 
vereil the women lie had bought to be their wives. I i ah 
men and women informed him, that the war-men had 
taken them while ajlcep. 

The war-men ufed to go nut, Mr. Bov/man lay c , mice 
or twice in eight or ten days, while In: was at Mealies. 

It was thdr conllant way of getting Haves, lie believed, 
bccaufc 
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"•»' '/ been life they always came to the factory before felting 
t/rou ouC ’ ant ' demanded powder, ball, gun flints, and final! 
,-j„- {hot ; alfo rum, tobacco, and a few other articles. When 
j a fupplied, they blew the horn, made the war cry, and fet 
,fj{ off. If they met with no flaves, they would bring him 
Cutjl. fomc ivory and camwood. Sometimes he accompanied 
them a mile or fo, and once joined the party, anxious to 
know by what means they obtained the flaves. Having 
travelled all day, they came to a fmall river, when he 
was told they had but a little way farther to go. 1 lav- 
ing crnflld the river, they flopped till dark. Here Mr. 
Bowman (it was about the middle of the night) was afraid 
to go farther, and prevailed on the king’s fun to leave 
him a guard of four men. In half an l.our he heard the 
war eiy, by which he underlined they had reached a 
town. In about half an hour more they returned, bring- 
ing from twenty-five to thirty men, women and child- 
ren, fomc at the breath At this time he faw the town 
in flams. When they had re-crofled the river, it was 
juft day light, and they readied Scafiiis about mid-day. 
The pri loners were carried to different parts of the 
town. They arc ufually brought in with firings around 
their necks, and fome have their hands tied acrofs. He 
never faw any flaves there who had been convicted of 
crimes. 

He has been called up in the night to fee fins, and 
told by the towns people that it was war carrying on. 

Whatever rivers he lias traded in, fuch as Sierra Leon, 
Junk, and little Cape Mount, he has ufuaUy palled burnt 
and deferred villages, and learned from the natives in the 
boat with him, that war had been there , and the natives 
had been l.tL/s in the manner as before defer i bed, and car- 
ried to the Jh:fs. 

He has alfo feen fuch upon the Coajl : while trading 
at Grand Caflau, he went on fliorc with four black 
traders to the town.a mile off. In the way, there was 
a town defertcJ, (with only two or three houfes {landing) 
which feemed to have been a large one, as there were 
two fine plantations of rice ready for cutting down. A 
little further on they came to another village in much 
the fame ftate. He was told the firft town had been 
taken 
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taken by war, there being many flips then lying at Rajfhu : Mamm •»/ 
the people of the other had moved higher up in the 
country for fair of the while men- In palling along to ibr iiivtr 
the trader’s town he fiuv fevcral villages deferred; thefe « 
the natives faiil bad ken defrayed by zvar, and the people 
taken out and fold. „ Lii'c*/!. 

Sir George Young found flnvcs to be procured by war, 
by crimes, real or imputed \ by kidnapping, which is 
called piuiyciriir, and a fourth mode was the inhabitants 
of one village feizing thole of another weaker village, 
and felling them to the fhips. 

He believes, from two inftanccs, that kidnapping was 
frequently p rad tiled up Sierra Leon River. One was 
that of a beautiful infant boy, which the natives after 
trying to fell to all the different trading fhips came along 
fide his, (the Phoenix) and threatened to tofs overboard, 
if no one would buy it ; laying they had panyared it with 
many other people, but could not fell it, though they 
had fold the others. He purcl.afed it for feme wine. 

The fecond was, a captain of a Liverpool fhip had 
got, as a temporary miff refs, a girl from the king of 
Sierra Leon, and inftcad of returning her on Ihore on 
leaving the coaft, as is ufually done, he took her away 
with him. Of this the king complained to Sir George 
Young very heavily, calling this adtion panyaring by the 
whites. 

The term ptmyaring , feemed to be a word generally 
ufed all along the coali where he was, not only among 
the Englilh, but the Portuguefc and Dutch. 

Capt. Thompfon alfo fays, that at Sierra Leon he has 
often heard the word pnnuiringi he has heard alfo that 
this word, which is ufed on other parts of the coaft, 
means kidnapping , or feizing of men. 

Slaves, fays Mr. Town, are brought from the coun- 
try very diilant from the coali. The king of Parra 
informed Mr. Town, that on the arrival of a fliip, he 
has gone three hundred miles up the country with his 
guards, and driven dovVn captives to the Ica-lide. From 
Marraba, 
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Mnncr of Marraba, king of tlic Mundingoes, he has heard that 
slmsfrmn t * lc )' had marched flavcs out of the country fome hundred 
aw.! miles ; that they had gone wood-ranging, to pick up 
Camhin n every one they met with, whom they dripped naked, 
‘X fltX- ant '> ** men > hound; but if women, brought down 
wui-.i c v fl. loofe ; this he had from themfeivcs, and all'o, that they 
often went to war with the Bullam nation, on pnrpofe to 
get Jlaves. They bonded that they fliould foon have a 
fine parcel for the fliallops, and the fucccfs often an- 
fwered. Mr. Town has fecn the prifoners (the men 
bound, the women and children loofe) driven for falc to 
the water-fide. He has alfo known the natives go in gangs 
marauding and catching all they could. In the Galenas 
River he knew four blacks feize a man who had been to 
the fea-fide to fell one or more flavcs. 'This man was 
returning home with the goods received in exchange for 
theft, and they plundered and dripped him naked, and 
brought him to the trading fliallop, which Mr. Town 
commanded, and fold him there. 

He believes the natives alfo fometimes become Haves, 
in confequcnce of crimes, as well as, that it is no un- 
common thing on the coaft, to Impute crimes faljety for the 
felt of felling the perfons fo ace/ fed. Several refpectable 
perfons at 'fiance Ifland, and to windward of it, all told 
Mr. Town that it was common to bring on * palavers 
to male Jlaves, and he believes it from the information of 
the Haves afterwards, when brought down the country 
and put on board the (hips. 

OffPiccaninni Scftus, farther down on the Windward 
Coaft, Mr. Dove obferved an inftance of a girl 
being kidnapped and brought on board by one Ben 
Johnfon, a black trader, who had fcarccly left the fhip 
in his canoe, with the price of her, when another 
canoe with two black men came in a hurry to the 
(hip, and inquired concerning this girl. Having been 
allowed to lee her, they hurried down to their canoe, 
and haftily paddled oft". Overtaking Ben Johnfon, they 
brought him back to the fhip, got him on the quarter- 
9 Ail AlVu. an word, reliiuh fijnifiia cuiifu'cncts of die natives on ally 
deck, 
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deck, and calling him teefee (which implies thief) to the Muimrtf 
captain, offered him for fale. — Ben Johnfon remonftrated, 
afking the captain, “ if he would buy him whom he ibt River 
knew to be a grand trading man to which the captain Bamtiau 
anfwercd, “ if they would fell him, he would certainly 
buy him, be he what he would,” which he accordingly ward CmJL 
did, and put him into irons immediately with another 
man. He was led to think, from this inftance, that 
kidnapping was the mode of obtaining Haves upon this 
part of the coaft. 


Lieutenant Storey fays, that flaves are generally ob- 
tained on the Windward coaft by marauding parties, 
from one village to another in the night. He has known 
canoes come from a diftance, and carry off numbers in 
the night. He has gone into the interior country, be- 
tween BafTau and the River Seftus ; and all the nations 
there go armed, from the fear of marauding parties , whole 
pillages in thefe countries are termed war. 

At one time in particular, while Mr. Storey was on 
the coaft, a marauding party from Grand Seftus came 
in canoes, and attacked Grand Cora in the night, and 
took off twelve or fourteen of the inhabitants. The 
canoes of Grand Seftus carry twelve or fourteen men, 
and with thefe go a marauding among their neighbours. 
Mr. Storey has often fcen them at fea out of fight of 
land in the day, and taking the opportunity of night to 
land where they pleafed. 


Mr. Falconbridge fuppofes the Have trade, on thefe 
parts to be chiefly fupplicd by kidnapping. On his fecond 
voyage, at Cape Mount and the Windward Coaft, a 
man was brought on board, well known to the captain 
and his officers, and was purchafed. This man faid he 
had been invited one evening to drink with his neigh- 
bours. When about to depart, two of them got up 
to feize him ; and he would have efcaped, but he was 
flopped by a large dog. He faid this mode of kidnapping 
was common in his country. 

In the fame voyage, two black traders came in a 
canoe, and informed the captain there was trade a little 
B lower 
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Manner of lower down. The captain went there, and finding no 
Shvafhm tra ^ e > *" a1 ^ he would not be made a fool, and therefore 
thRmr” detained one of the canoe-men. In about two hours 
Gmob'ut to afterwards a very fine man was brought on board, and 
tmJ fold, and the canoe-man was releafed. He was informed 
•ward Ccnjl. by the black pilot, that this man had been furrounded and 
feized on the beach, from whence he had been brought 
to the fhip and fold. 

^ Lieutenant Simpfon fays, from what he faw, he believes 
Slavcf on //^the Have trade is the occafion of wars among the natives. 
Goid a From the natives of the Windward Coaft he undcrflood 
that the villages were always at war; and the black 
traders and others gave as a reafon for it, that the kings 
•wanted Jlaves. If a trading canoe, along-fide Mr. 
Simpfon's fhip, faw a larger canoe coming from a village 
they were at war with, they inftantly fled ; and fometimes 
without receiving the value of their goods. On inquiry, 
he learned their reafons to be, that If taken they would 
have been made flaves. 

Mr. How ftates, that when at Sccundce, fome or- 
der came from Cape Coaft Caftle. The fame after- 
noon feveral parties went out armed, and returned die 
fame night with a number of flaves, which were put 
into the repofitory of the faiftory. Next morning he faw 
people, who came to fee the captives, and to requeft Mr. 
Marfh, the refident, to rcleafe fome of their children and 
relations. Some were rclcafed, and part fent off to Cape 
Coaft Caftle. He had every reafon to believe they had 
been obtained unfairly, as dicy came at an unfeafonable 
time of the night, and from their parents and friends 
crying and begging their releafe. He was told as 
much from Mr. Marfh himfelf, who faid, be did not mind 
bow they got them , for be pttreba/ed them fairly. He 
cannot tell whether this pradlice fubfifted before; but 
when he has gone into the woods he has met thirty or 
forty natives, who fled always at his appearance, although 
they were armed. Mr. Marfh faid, they were afraid of 
his taking them prifoners. 


The 
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The fame Mr. Marfh made no fcruple alfo of (hewing Manner <f 
him the (lores of the factory. They confided of different sl^fon tie 
kinds of chains made of iron, as likewife an inflrument Gold Ccajl. 
made of wood, about five inches long, or an inch in 
diameter, or lefs, which he was told by Mr. Marfh was 
thruft into a man’s mouth horizontally, and tied behind 
to prevent him from crying out , when tranfported at night 
along the country . 

Dr. Trotter fays, that the natives of thefe parts are 
fometimes (laves from crimes, but the greater part of the 
(laves are, what are called prifoners of war. Of his 
whole cargo he recollects only three criminals ; two fold 
for adultery, and one for witchcraft, whofe whole family 
lhared his fate. One of the firft faid he had been decoyed 
by a woman who had told her hufband, and he was fen- 
tenced to pay a (lave ; but being poor , was fold himfelf. 

Such Jlratagems arc frequent : the fourth mate of Dr. 

Trotter’s (hip was fo decoyed, and obliged to pay a (lave, 
under the threat of (topping trade. The lad laid he had 
had a quarrel with a Cabolheer (or great man) who in 
revenge accufed him of witchcraft, and fold him and his 
family for (laves. 

Dr. Trotter having often a(ked Accra, a principal 
trader at Le Hou, what he meant by prifoners of war, 
found they were fuch as were carried off by a fetofma- 
rauders, who ravage the comitry for that purpofe. The 
bufh-men making war to make trade (that is to make 
flaves ) was a common way of (peaking among the 
traders. The pradlice was alfo confirmed by the (laves 
on board, who (hewed by geftures how the robbers had 
come upon them ; and during their paffage from Africa 
to the Weft Indies, fome of the boy-flaves played a 
game, which they called fave-taking , or bulh-fighting ; 

(hewing the different manoeuvres thereof in leaping, (ally- 
ing, and retreating. Inquiries of this nature put to wo- 
men, were anfwered only by violent burfls of farrow. 

He once faw a black trader fend his canoe to take 
three fifliermen employed in the offing, who were im- 
mediately brought on board, and put in irons, and about 
a week afterwards he was paid for them. He remembers • 

B 2 another 
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Mamir «/ another man taken in the fame way from on board a 
canoe along-fide. The fame trade'- very frequently fent 
mibe Gold flaves on board in the /light , which, from their own infor- 
Co ojl. mation, he found, were every one of them taken in the 

neighbourhood of Annamaboe. He remarked, that flaves 
fent off in the night, were not paid for till they had been 
fome time on board, left, he thinks, they fliould be 
claimed ; for fome were really reftored, one in particular, 
a boy, was carried on fhore by fome near relations, 
which boy cold him, he had lived in the neighbourhood 
of Annamaboe, and was kidnapped. 

There were many boys and girls on board Dr. Trot- 
ter’s (hip, who had no relations on board. Many of 
them told him they had been kidnapped in the neighbour- 
hood of Annamaboe, particularly a girl of about eight 
years old, who faid (he had been carried off from her 
mother by the man who fold her to the (hip. 

Mr. Fa'conbridge was affured by the Rev. Philip 
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, on the Gold 
Coaft, that the greateft number of flaves were made by 
kidnapping. 

He has heard that the great men on this part of the 
coaft, d v cf up and employ women , to entice young men to 
be connedted with them, that they may be conviSted of 
adultery and fold. 

Lieutenant Simpfon heard at Cape Coaft Caftle, and 
other parts of the Gold Coaft, repeatedly from the black 
traders, that the flave trade made wars ana palavers. Mr. 
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, informed him, 
that wars were made- in the interiour parts, for the foie 
purpofe of getting faves. 

There are two crimes on the Gold Coaft, which feem 
made on purpofe to procure flaves ; adultery and the re- 
moval of fetiches.* As to adultery, he was warned a- 
gainft connedting himfelf with any woman not pointed 
out to him, for that the kings kept feveral who were fent 

* Pertain things of various forts, to which the fupcrftition oF the 
country has ordered, for various reafons, an attention to be paid. 

out 
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tut to allure the unwary, and that, if found to be connect- Manner of 
ed with thefe, he would be feized, and made to pay the 
price of a man Have. As to fetiches, confifting of pieces m the Gold 
of wood, old pitchers, kettles, and the like, laid in the C3a ft- 
path-ways, he was warned to avoid dil'placing them, for 
if he lhould, the natives who were on the watch, would 
feize him, and, as before, exact the price of a man (lave. 

Thefe baits are laid equally for natives and Europeans; 
but the former are better acquainted with the law, and 
confequently more upon their guard. 

Mr. Ellifon fays, that while one of the fhips he be- Manner of 
longed to, viz. the Briton, was lying in Benin river, 

Capt. Lemma Lemma, a Benin trader, came on board to 
receive his cuftoms. This man being on the deck, and Benin to the 
happening to fee a canoe with three people in it, eroding RiversBMs 
the river, difpatch d one of his own canoes to feize and 
take it. Upon overtaking it, they brought it to the Blip. 

It contained three perfons, an old man and a young man 
and woman. The chief mate bought the two latter, but 
the former being too old, was refufed. Upon this. Lem- 
ma ordered the old man into the canoe, where his head 
was chopped off, and he was thrown overboard. Lem- 
ma had many war canoes, fome of which had lix or eight 
fwivels ; he teemed to be feared by the reft of the na- 
tives. Mr. Ellifon did not fee a canoe out on the river 
■while 1 emma was there, except this, and if they had 
known he had been out, they would not have come. He 
difeovered by figns, that the old man killed was the fa- 
ther of the two other negroes, and that they were brought 
there by force. They were not the fubjedts of Lemma. 

At Bonny, fays Mr. Falconbridge, the greateft num- 
ber of Haves come from inland. Large canoes, fome 
having a three or four pounder lafhed on their bows, go 
to the up country, and in eight or ten days return with 
great numbers of Haves : he heard once, to the amount 
of twelve hundred at one time. The people in thefe 
canoes have generally cutlafles, and a quantity of muf- 
kets, but he cannot tell for what ufe. 

Mr. 
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Mamr 0/ Mr. Falconbridge docs not believe that many of thefe 
Sima ^ aves are prifoners of war, as we underhand the word war. 
the River In Africa, a piratical expedition for matins Jlavet , is term- 
Si " a £*' fi d vjar ‘ A confidcrable trader at Bonny explained to 
~ M m "'him the meaning of this word, and faid, that they went 
in the night, fet fire to towns, and caught the people as 
they fled from the flames. The fame trader faid, that 
this pradtice was very common. 

Mr. Falconbridge fays alfo, that in his third voyage, 
which was to Bonny, a woman was brought on board 
big with child. As fhe attradlcd his notice, he afked her, 
by means of the interpreter, how fhe came to be fold. 
Her reply was, that returning home from a vifit, fhe was 
feized, and after being palled through various hands, was 
brought down to the water-fide, and fold to a trader, who 
afterwards fold her to the fhip. 

In the fame voyage an elderly man brought on board 
faid (through the interpreter) that he and his fon were 
feized as they were planting yams, by profeflcd kidnap- 
pers, by which he means perfons who make kidnapping 
their cori/lant prafiice. 

On his lafl: voyage, which was alfo to Bonny, a canoe 
came along-fide his veflel, belonging to a noted trader ill 
Haves, from which a fine flout fellow was handed on 
board, and fold. Mr. Falconbridge feeing the man ama- 
zed and confounded when he difeovered himfelf to be 
a flave, inquired of him, by means of an interpreter, 
why he was fold. He replied, that he had had occafionto 
come to Bonny to this trader’s houfe, who alked if he 
had ever feen a fhip. Replying no, the trader faid, he 
would treat him with the fight of one. The man content- 
ing, faid he was thereupon brought on board, and thus 
treacheroufly fold. All the flaves Mr. Falconbridge 
ever talked to by means of interpreters, faid they had 
been ftolen. 

Mr. Douglas, when afiiore at Bonny Point, faw a 
young woman come out of the wood to the water-fide 
to bathe. Soon afterwards two men came from the wood, 
feized, bound, and beat her for making refiftance, and 
hringing her to him, Mr. Douglas, defired him to put her 
on 
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on boardj which he did ; the captain’s orders were, when Manner bJ 

any body brought down flaves, inftandy to put them 

to the (hip. the aw 

When a fliip arrives at Bonny, the king fends his war &<"'"< '» 'k 
canoes up the rivers, where they furprife all they can lay R ‘ wr ^ntrii 
hold of. They had a young man on board, who was 
thus captured, with his father, mother, and three fitters. 

The young man afterwards in Jamaica having learnt 
Englilh, told Mr. Douglas the ftory, and faid it was a 
common practice. Thefe war canoes are always armed. 

The king’s canoes came with flaves openly in the day; 
others in the evening, with one or two flaves bound, ly- 
ing in the boats bottom, covered with matts. 

Mr. Morley ftates, that in Old Calabar perfons are 
fold as flaves for adultery and theft. On pretence of 
adultery , he remembers a woman fold. 

He has been told alfo by the natives at Calabar, that 
they took flaves in what they call war, which he found 
was putting the •villages in confufion , and catching them as 
they could. A man on board the (hip he was in, {hewed 
how he was taken at night by lurprifc, and faid his wife 
and children were taken with him, but they were not in 
the fame fhip. Mr. Morley had reafon to think, from 
the man’s words, that they took nearly the whole village, 
that is, all thofe that could not get away. 

Captain Hall fays, when a {hip arrives at Old Cala- 
bar, or the River Del-Rey, the traders always go up in- 
to the country for flaves. They go in their war canoes, 
and take with them fome goods, which they get previ- 
oufly from the {hips. 

He has feen from three to ten canoes in a fleet, each 
with from forty to iixty paddlers, and twenty to thirty 
traders and other people with mulkcts, fuppofe one to 
each man, with a three or four pounder ladled on the bow 
of the canoe. They are generally abfent from ten days to 
three weeks, when they return with a number of flaves 
pinioned, or chained together. 

Captain Hall has often afleed the mode of procuring 
flaves inland, and has been told by the traders, that they 
have 
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Mamir of have been got in war, and fold by the perfons taking 

SSfim thera ' 

ike River 

Emin u iki Mr. J. Parker fays, he left the {hip to which he be- 
longed at Old Calabar, where being kindly received by 
the king’s fon, he ftaid with him on the continent for 
five months. During this time he was prevailed upon 
by the king’s fon, to accompany him to war.* Accor- 
dingly, having fitted out and armed the canoes, they 
went up the river Calabar. In the day time they lay 
under the bufhes when they approached a village, but at 
night flew up to it, and took hold of every one they 
could fee ; thefe they handcuffed, brought down to the 
canoes, and fo proceeded up the river till they got to the 
amount of forty five, with whom they returned to New- 
town, where fending to the captains of the /hipping, they 
divided them among the {hips. 

About a fortnight after this expedition, they went a- 
gain, and were out eight or nine days, plundering other 
villages higher up the river. They feized on much the 
fame number as before, brought them to New- town, gave 
the fame notice, and difpofed of them as before among 
the {hips. 

They took man, woman and child, as they could catch 
them in the houfes, and except fucking children, who 
went with their mothers, there was no care taken to pre- 
vent tht; feparation of the children from the parents when 
fold. When fold to the Englifh merchants they lament- 
ed, and cried that they were taken away by force. 

Thp king at Old Calabar was certainly not at war with 
the people up this river, nor had they made any attack 
upon him. It happened that flaves were very flack in the 
back country at that time, and were wanted when he 
went on thefe expeditions. 


* The reader is carneftly rcqnefted to take notice, that the word war, 
as adopted into the African language, means in general robbery, or a ma- 
rauding expedil'm, fir ibt furfife of gening JIavei. Two noted black tra- 
ders are found thcmfclvcs to have explained the term to two of the Evi- 
dences (Trotter, p. it. Falconbiidgc, p. 14.) and it appears decidedly 
by the accounts of VVadllroin, Town, Bowman, Storey, Morlcy, and 
^1 l’arkcr, that the catching of men is denominated by the Africans to 


Mr. 
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Mr. Falconbridge thinks crimes are falfely imputed, Manner of 
for the fake of Jelling the attujed. On the fecond voy - 
age at the river Ambris, among the flaves brought on tb^Rivc?* 
board was one who had the craw craw, a kind of itch. Bniimo the 
He was told by one of the Tailors, that this man was fi(h- RimrAmkris 
ing in the river, when a king’s officer, called Mambooka* 
wanted brandy and other goods in the boat , but having no 
flave to buy them withy accufed this man of extortion in the 
fale of his fijh, and after fome kind of trial on the beach, 
condemned him to be fold. He was told this by the 
boat’s crew who were afhorc when it happened, who told 
it as of their own knowledge. 

Befides the accounts juft given, from what the above 
witnefles faw and heard on the coaft of Africa, as to the 
different methods of making (laves, there are others con- 
tained in the evidence, which were learnt fiom the mouths 
of the flaves themfelvcs, after their arrival in the Weft- 
Indies. 

Some of thefe have informed feveral of the witnefles 
on this occafton, that they were taken in war, (Hall and 
Woolrich) others, that they were taken by furprile in 
their towns, or while at work in their fields, (Hall) or as 
they were draggling from their huts, or cultivating their 
lands, (Dalrymple) or tending their corn : (Woolrich) 
others, that they were taken by armed canoes up the 
rivers, (Douglas) others, by ftratagem, (Cook) or kid- 
napped, (Rev. Mr. Davies, Dean of Middlcham, Mr. 
Fitzmaurice) which kidnapping prevailed in the inland 
parts at a great diftance from the fhore, (Dr. Harrifon) 
and was with fome a profeffed occupation, and a com* 
mon pra&ice (Falconbridge and Clappefon.) 
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CHAP. 


II. 


European s, by means of the Trade, in Slaves , the accafton of 
thefe Enormities. — Sometimes ufe additional Means to 
excite the Natives to praflife them.— Often attempt 
themfelves to fleal the Natives , and faceted. — Force 
Trade as they pleafe, and are guilty of Injuflicc in their 
Dealings. 

E w attain, rpHE Moors (fays Mr. KcirnanJ have always a 
h Mean-. of ftrong inducement to go to war with the negroes, 

Slamiibt " mo fi °f l ^ e European goods they obtain , being got in exchange 
Oetajiln °J for flames. Hence dcfolation and wafte. 
ibtfcEmr- Mr. Town obferves, that the intercourfe of the Africans 
with the Europeans, has improved them in roguery, tp 
plunder and ftcal, and pick up one another to felt. 

Dr. Trotter aflcing a black trader, what they made of 
their /laves when the French and Engli/h were at war, 
was anfwered, that when J hips ceafed to come , flaves ceafed 
to be taken. 


Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, that the king of Old Calabar 
was certainly not at war with the people up that river, 
nor had they made any attack on him. It happened that 
flaves were very flack in the back country at this time, 
and were wanted when he went on tire expeditions, de- 
feribed in a former page (p. 16) 


Sometimes Mr. Wadftrom fays, that king Barbcfin, while he, 
Matuv'rt- ^ r " Wadftrom, was at Joal, was unwilling to pillage his 
dtetu N.t- fubjefls, but he was excited to it by means of a conftant 
tmti to prat- intoxication, kept up by the French and Mulattoes of the 
tife them, embafly, who generally agreed every morning on taking 

this 
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this method to effect their purpofe. When fober, he Smuih 
always exprcffed a reluctance to harrafs his people. Mr. "f‘“ ld 
Wadftrom alfo heard the king hold the fame language (yi 
different days, and yet he afterwards ordered the pillage ,;«j;o 
to be executed. Mr. Wadftrom has no doubt, but that “/ e '*■ 
he alfo pillages in oilier parts of his dominions, fince it is 
the cuftom of the mulatto merchants (as both they and 
the French officers declare) when they want (laves, to 
go to the kings, and excite them to pillages, which are 
ufually pivctifed on all that part of the coaft. 

The f rench Senegal company alfo, in order to obtain 
their compliment of (laves, had recourfe to their ufual 
method on fimilar occaiions, namely, of bribing the Moors., 
and fupplyin g than with arms and ammunition , to feize 
king Dalmammy’s fubjecls. By January xath, 1788, 
when Mr. W adftrom arrived at Senegal, fifty had been 
taken, whom the king defin'd to ranfom, but they had 
been all difpatched to Cayenne. Some were brought in 
every day. afterwards, and put in the company’s flave- 
hold, in a miferable Hate, the greater part being badly 
wounded by fabres and mufket balls. The director of 
the company conducted Mr. Wadftrom there, with Dr. 
Spaarman, whom he confulted as a medical man in their 
behalf. Mr. Wadftrom particularly remembers one 
lying in his blood, which flowed from a wound made by 
a ball in his fhoulder. 

Mr. Dalrymple underftood it common for European 
traders to advance goods to Chiefs, to induce them to Jeize 
their fubjefts or neighbours. Not one of the Mu- 
latto traders at Goree ever thought of denying it. 

Mr. Bowman having fettled at the head of Scaflus 
river, informed the king, and others, that he was come to 
refide as a trader, and that his orders lucre, to fupply them 
with powder and ball, and to encourage them to goto war. 
They anfwered, they would go to war in two or three 
days. By this time they came to the fadlory, faid they 
were going to war, and wanted powder, ball, rum and 
tobacco. When thefe were given them, they went off 
C 2 to 
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Smctmtu to the number of from twenty-five to thirty, and in fix or 
^ even da y 5 ’ a P art f bem returned with three (laves. 

tin tlx Na- 

livatiprac- * In 1 769, f'fnys Lieut. Storey I Captain Paterfon, of a 
t]fc tbim. Liverpool (hip, lying offBriftol town, fet two villages at 
variance , and bought prifoners, near a dozen, from both 
fides. 

Mr. Morley owns, with fhame, that he has made the 
natives dnin 1 , in order to buy a goo 1 man or woman 
(lave, to whom he f >und them attached. He has feen 
this done by others. Captain Hildebrand, commanding 
a (loop of Mr. Brue's, bought one of the wives of a man, 
whom he ha/t previoujly m»de urunk , and who wiihed to 
redeem her, when tober next day, as did the perfon he 
(Mr. Morley) bought the man of, but neither of them 
was given up. He fuppofes they would have given a 
third more than the price paid, to have redeemed them. 

Sir George Young fays, that when at Annamatoe, at 
Mr. Brue’s, (a very great merchant there) Mr. Bruc 
had two hoftages, kings (ons, for payment for arms, and 
all kinds of military (lores, which he had /applied to the 
two lings, who were at war with each other, to procure 
Jim es for at l a/I Jix or [even Jhips , then lying in the road. 
The prifoners on both Tides were brought down to Mr. 
Brue, and fent to the (hips. 

Mr. J. Parker has known prefents made by the Cap- 
tains, to the black traders, to induce them to bring (laves. 
Captain Colley in particular gave them Tome pieces of 
cannon, which he himfelf faw landed. 

Trifimih Op the fubjedt of Kuropeans attempting to carry off 
"iTu '"'. c *? e nat ' v,es ) General Rookc favs, that it was propofed tq 
i/^rhim by three captains of Englifh (lave (hips, lying under 
tiva, and the fort of Goree, to kidnap £ hundred, or a hundred and 
fu'id“ " ien > women and children, king Darnel’s fubjedts, 

' who had come to Goree in confequence of the friendly 
intercourfe between him and Darnel. He refufed, and 
was much (hocked by the propofition. They faid fuch 
things 
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things had been done by a former Governor, but the chief Frequently 
Maraboo at Rufifk did not recoiled: any fuch event. attmptthm- 

J [elves to carry 

ojf the Na- 

Mr. Wadftrom was informed at Goree, by Captain tiw,md 
Wignie, from Rochelle, who was juft arrived from the/" w ''” ,M 
river Gambia, that a little before his departure from thar'"' 
river, three Englifh veflels were cut off by the natives, 
owing to the captain of one of them, who had his cargo, 
being tempted by a fair wind, to fail away with feveral 
of the free negroes, then drinking with the crew. Soon 
afterwards the wind changed, and he was driven back, 
feized, and killed, with all his crew, and thofe of the two 
other veflels. Mr. Wadftrom has, by accident, met 
with the infurer of two of thefe veflels in London, who* 
confirmed the above fads. 

Captain Hills fays, a man at Gambia, who called him- 
felf a prince’s brother, had been carried off to the Weft 
Indies, by an Englifh fhip, but making his cafe known 
to the governor, was fent by him to Europe. Captain 
Hills was advifed not to go on fhore at Gambia, by the 
merchants there, for fear of being taken by the natives, 
who owed the Englifh a grudge for fome injuries re- 
ceived. 

Mr. John Bowman fays, that when a mate under 
Captain Strangeways, the fhip then lying in the river 
S. Leon, at White Man’s Bay, ready to fail, he was fent 
on fhore to invite two traders on board. They came 
and were fhewn into the cabin. Mean time people were 
employed in fetting the fails, it being almoft night, and 
the land breeze making down the river. When they 
had yyeighed anchor, and got out to fea, Mr. Bowman 
was called down by the captain, who, pointing to the 
fail-cafe, defired him to look into it and fee what a fine 

* The editor faw, In the month of April, 1791:, in St. Thomas’s hof- 
pital, a young lad, the only one of the three crews that was fuffered to el- 
cape upon this occalion. After having been for months in confine* 
ment up the country, he was brought oft by accident, by an Englilh 
fhip. 

prize 
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frequently prize he had got. To his furprize, he faw lying fall 
attempt them- afleep, the two men who had come on board with him, 
ing made them drunk, and concealed 
this, and them there. When they awoke they were fent upon 
fmiaimes deck, ironed, and put forward among the other flaves. 

jiccctd. Q n arr ; v ; n g a t Antigua they were fold. 

The Rev. Mr. Newton has known fhips and boats cut 
off at Sherbro, ufually in retaliation. 

Once when he was on {here, the traders fuddenly 
put him into his long-boat, telling him that a fhip juft 
paffed had carried off two people. Had it been known 
in the town, he would have been detained. He has 
known many other fuch inftances, but after thirty-fix 
years, he cannot fpecify them. It was a geneial opinion, 
founded on repeated and indifputable fails, that depre- 
dations of this fort were frequently committed by the Eu- 
ropeans. 

Mr. Newton has fometimes found all trade flopped, 
and the depredations of European traders have been 
affigned by the natives as the caufe , and he has more than 
once or twice made up breaches of this kind between the 
fhips and the natives. 

He believes fevetal captains of Have fhips were honeft 
humane men ; but he has good reafon to think, they 
were not all fo. The taking off flaves by force has 
been thought moft frequent in the laft voyages of cap- 
tains. He has often heard mafters and officers exprefs 
this opinion. Depredations and reprifals made to get 
them lucre fo frequent that the Europeans and Africans were 
in a fpirit of mutual diflrujl : he does not mean that 
there were no depredations except in their laft voy- 
ages. He has known Liverpool and Briftol fhips ma- 
terially injured from the conduct of fome fhips, from the 
fame ports, that had left the coaft. It is a fa£t that fome 
captains have committed depredations in their laft voy- 
ages who have not been known to have done it be- 
fore. 

Mr. Towne was once prefent with part of the crew of 
his fhip the Sally, at an expedition undertaken by the 

whites 
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whites for feizing negroes, and joined by other boats to Frequently 
receive thofe they could catch. To prevent all alarm, attempt than- 
they bound the mouths of the captives, with oakum and ^fflhcNa? 
handkerchiefs. One woman Ihrieked and the natives lives, ml 
turned out in defence. He had then five of them tied in fimaimu 
the boat, and the other boats were in readinefs to tak^ ucccal ' 
in what more they could get. All his party were armed, 
and the men of the town purfued them with firft a fcat- 
tering, and at length a general fire, and feveral of the 
men belonging to the boats, he has reafon to believe, 
were killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard of 
them afterwards. He was wounded himfelf. The 
flaves he had taken were fold at Charleftown, South Caro- 
lina. The natives had not previoufly committed any 
hoftilities againft any of the fhips, whofe boats were 
concerned in this tranfaclion. They owed goods to the 
captain, for which he refolved to obtain flaves at any 
rate. He has had feveral fhip-mates, who have themfelves 
told him, they have been concerned in fimilar tranfac- 
tions, a'nd have made a boaft of it, and who have been 
Wounded alfo. 

Mr. Falconbridge was informed by Captain Gould 
of the Alert, that he had carried off a man from Little 
Cape Mount. 

Mr. Storey believes the natives of the Windward 
Coaft are often fraudulently carried off by the Europeans. 

He has been told by them, that they had loft their friends 
at different times, and fuppofed them taken by European 
fhips going along the coaft. Fie has himfelf taken up 
canoes at fea, which were challenged by the natives, 
who fuppofed the men in them had been taken off the 
day before by a Dutchman. 

When once at an anchor, in his boat, between the 
river Seftus and Settra Crue, he prevented the crew of 
a long-boat, belonging to a Dutchman then lying oft 
fliore, from being cut off by the natives, who gave as 
a reafon for their intentions, that a ihip of that country 
i'ome daj's before had taken off four men belonging to the 
place. 

Afterwards 
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frequently prize he had got. To his furprize, he faw lying fall: 
attempt them- afleep, the two men who had come on board with him, 
the captain having made them drunk, and concealed 
°ihu‘and them there. When they awoke they were fent upon 
Jr.mtimes deck, ironed, and put forward among the other Haves. 

Juceted. Q n arr i v i n g a t Antigua they were fold. 

The Rev. Mr. Newton has known fhips and boats cut 
off at Sherbro, ufually in retaliation. 

Once when he was on fhore, the traders fuddenly 
put him into his long-boat, telling him that a (hip juft 
pafled had carried off two people. Had it been known 
in the town, he would have been detained. He has 
known many other fuch inftances, but after thirty-fix 
years, he cannot fpecify them. It was a geneial opinion, 
founded on repeated and indifputable fadls, that depre- 
dations of this fort were frequently committed by the Eu- 
ropeans. 

Mr. Newton has fometimes found all trade flopped, 
and the depredations of European traders have been 
afligned by the natives as the cafe, and he has more than 
once or twice made up breaches of this kind between the 
fhips and the natives. 

He believes feveial captains of Have fhips were honeft 
humane men ; but he has good reafon to think, they 
were not all fo. The taking off Haves by force has 
been thought moft frequent in the laft voyages of cap- 
tains. He has often heard mafters and officers exprefs 
this opinion. Depredations and reprifals made to get 
them were fo frequent that the Europeans and Africans were 
in a fpirit of mutual dijlrujl : he does not mean that 
there were no depredations except in their laft voy- 
ages. He has known Liverpool and Briftol fhips ma- 
terially injured from the condu£t of fome fhips, from the 
fame ports, that had left the coaft. It is a fa£t that fome 
captains have committed depredations in their laft voy- 
ages who have not been known to have done it be- 
fore. 

_ Mr. Towne was once prefent with part of the crew of 
his fhip the Sally, at an expedition undertaken by the 

whites 
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whites for feizing negroes, and joined by other boats toFnqumtfy 
receive thofe they could catch. To prevent all alarm , attempt tb<m- 
they bound the mouths of the captives, with oakum and 
handkerchiefs. One woman {bricked and the natives fact, amt 
turned out in defence. He had then five of them tied in &»'«««" 
the boat, and the other boats were in readinefs to take^' cacii ‘ 
in what more they could get. All his party were armed, 
and the men of the town purfued them with firft a fcat- 
tering, and at length a general fire, and feveral of the 
men belonging to the boats, he has rcafon to believe, 
were killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard of 
them afterwards. He was wounded liimfelf. The 
flaves he had taken were fold at Charlcftown, South Caro- 
lina. The natives had not previoufly committed any 
hoftilities againft any of the {hips, whole boats were 
concerned in this tranfa&ion. They owed goods to the 
captain, for which he refolved to obtain flaves at any 
rate. He has had feveral {hip-mates, who have themfelves 
told him, they have been concerned in fimilar tranfac- 
tions, and have made a boaft of it, and who have been 
Wounded alfo. 

Mr. Falconbridge was informed by Captain Gould 
of the Alert, that he had carried off a man from Little 
Cape Mount. 

Mr. Storey believes the natives of the Windward 
Coaft are often fraudulently carried off by the Europeans. 

He has been told by them, that they had loft their friends 
at different times, and fuppofed them taken by European 
{hips going along the coaft. Fie has himfelf taken up 
canoes at fea, which were challenged by the natives, 
who fuppofed the men in them had been taken off the 
day before by a Dutchman. 

When once at an anchor, in his boat, between the 
river Seftus and Scttra Crue, he prevented the crew of 
a long-boat, belonging to a Dutchman then lying off 
fhore, from being cut off by the natives, who gave as 
a reafon for their intentions, that a fhip of that country 
fome days before had taken off four men belonging to the 
place. 


Afterwards 
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Afterwards, in 1768, being in a boat, with two other 
r white perfons, the natives attacked them. Both the 
former were killed, and he himfelf, covered with blood 
and wounds, was only fuffered to efcape, by confenting 
to give up boat and cargo, and to go to Gaboon. The 
The reafon the natives gave for this procedure was, that 
a fhip from Liverpool (one Captain Lambert) had, 
fome time before, taken a canoe full of their tnvnfmen , 
and carried her away. He heard the fame thing con- 
firmed afterwards at Gaboon. 


Mr. Douglas dates, that near Cape Coad the natives 
make fmoke as a fignal for trade. On board his fhip 
(the Warwick Caftle) they law the fmoke and ftoad in 
ihore, which brought oft' many canoes. Pipes, tobacco, 
and brandy, were got on deck, to entice the people in 
them on board. The gratings were unlaid, the flave- 
room cleared, and every preparation made to feizc them ; 
two only could be prevaded on to come up the fhip’s fide, 
who flood in the main chains, but on the Teamen ap- 
proaching them they jumped off, and the canoes all made 
for fhore. 

The Grcgfon’s people, while at Bonny, informed Mr. 
Douglas, that in running down the coaft, they had kid- 
napped thirty-two of the natives. He faw flaves on 
board that ftiip when fhe came in, and it is not cujlomary 
for fliips bound to Bonny, to flop and trade by the way. 

Mr. How fays, that abreaft of Cape La Hou, feveral 
canoes came alongfide of his Majefly’s fhip Grampus, 
and on coming on board informed the captain, that an 
Englifh Guinea-trader a fortnight before had taken off 
fix canoes with men, who had gone off to them with pro- 
vifions for trade. On coming to Appolonia he was alfo 
told by Mr. Buchanan, the refident there, that a Guinea- 
man, belonging to one Griffith, an Englifhman, and a 
notorious trader and kidnapper, between Cape La Hon 
and Appolonia, was then in that latitude. 

Captain Hall was told by Capt. Jeremiah Smith, that 
in 1771, a Captain Fox had taken off fome people from 
the W indvyard Coaft. 

He 
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He fays alfo, that the boat’s crew of the Venus', 

Captain Smith, which hail been li nt to Fernamiipo for * 

yams from Calabar, enticed a canoe to come alonglid e 
that liail about ten men in her. As foon as (he got near, <"A 
the boat’s crew fired into her, on which they jumpad-l"”"’^' 
overboard : fotne were wounded, and one was taken *' ’ 
out of the water, and died in Ids than an hour in the 
boat : two others were trken up unhurt, and carried to 
Old Calabar to the (hip. Captain Smith was angry at 
the officer for this procedure, and fent back the two men 
to the bay, from whence they had been taken. Imme- 
diately after the boat had committed this depredation. 

Captain Hall happened to go into the fame bay in his 
own (hip’s long-boat, and fending on (hore two men to 
fill water, they were furrounded by the nati ves, who drove 
three fpears into one of the men, and wounded tile other 
with a large (tick, in confequence of taking away the 
two men juft mentioned. It was faid that the crew had 
difputed with the natives on (bore when trading with 
them for yams, but the former had not done any of the 
boat’s crew any injury. 

Mr. Ellifon knew two (laves taken from the ifiand of 
lernandipo by thcDobfon’s boat of Liverpool, and car- 
lied to Old Calabar, where the (hip lay. He went to the 
fame ifland for yams, a few days after the tranfa&ion, 
and fired, as the ufual lignal, for the natives to bring 
them. Seeing fome of them peep through the bufhes, 
he wondered why they would not come to the boat. He 
accordingly fwam on fhore, when fome of the illanders 
came round him : an old man (hewed, by figns, that a 
(hip’s boat had ftolen a man and woman. He was then 
foon furrounded by numbers, who prefented darts to him, 
fignifying they would kill him, if the man and woman 
were not brought back. Upon this, . the people in the 
boat fired fome lhot, when they all ran into the woods. 

Mr. Ellifon went to Calabar, and told Captain Briggs he 
could get no yams, in confequence of the two people 
being ftolen ; upon which Captain Briggs told the captain 
of the Dobfon, there would be no more trade if he did 
not deliver up the people, w'hich he. at length did. As 
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Frtjtmtji foon as the natives faw their countrymen, they loaded 
fchThcany l ^ e b° at with yams, goats, fowls, honey, and palm-wine : 
off the Na- and they would take nothing for them. They had the 
tiw:, <md man an( j woman delivered to them, whom they carried 
fa'etd!' away in their arms. The Dobfon did not flay above 
eight, ten, or twelve days. This was the laft trip her 
boat was to make, when they carried off the two flaves. 

Mr. Morley fays, that when off Taboo, two men 
came in a canoe, along-ftde his veffel. One of them 
came up, and fat on the netting, but would not come 
into the fhip. The captain at length, inticing him, in- 
toxicated him fo with brandy and laudanum, that he fell 
in upon deck. The captain then ordered him to be put 
into the men's room, with a centry over him. The 
other man in the canoe, after calling in vain for his 
companion, paddled off fad towards the fhorc. The 
captain fired feveral mufket balls after him, which did not 
hit him. About three or four leagues farther down, two 
men came on board from another canoe. While they 
were on board, a drum was kept beating near the man 
who had been feized, to prevent his hearing them, or 
they him. 

He fays again, in fpeaking of another part of the 
coaft, that Captain Briggs’s chief mate, in Old Calabar 
River, lying in ambufh to flop the natives coming down 
the creek, purfued Oruk Robin John, who, jumping on 
fhore, fhot the mate through the head. 

He fays alfo, of another part of the coaft, that a Mr. 
Walker, mafter of a floop, was on board the Jolly Prince, 
Captain Lambert, when the king of Nazareth ftabbed the 
captain at his own table, and took the veflel, putting all 
the whites to death, except the cook, a boy, and, he 
believes, one man. Captain Walker, being afked why 
the king of Nazareth took this ftep, faid, it was on 
account of the people, whom Matthews had carried off 
from Gaboon and Cape Lopez the voyage before. Walker 
efcaped, by knowing the language of the country. 

Mr. Morley failed afterwards with the fame Captain 
Matthews to Gaboon River, where the Chiefs fons 
came on board him to demand what he had done with 
their 



t *7 ) 

their fons, and the boys he had carried off, (the fame as 
Walker alluded to) and told him, that if he dared to 
come on fliore, they would have his head. 0 f,j JC At,’. 

As a farther corroboration, that fuch praftices as the wnt 
above take place, it appears in evidence, that the natives ."'''"J' 1 
of the coaft and iflands are found conftantly hovering in J 
their canoes, at a diftance, about fuch vcffcls as are 
palling by, (by of coming on board, for fear of being 
taken off, [Hall, Falconbridge, Claxton, Bowman, &c.j 
But if they can difeover that fuch vellels are not in the 
Jlave trade , but are nun of war, they come on board 
readily, [Sir George Young! or without any hefitation , 
which they would not otbenvife have done, [Mr. Howe j 
and in numbers, [Lieutenant Simpfon] and traverfc the 
fhips with as much confidence as if they had been on Jhore, 

[Captain Wilfon.] 

Mr. Ellifon fays, when he was lying at Yanamaroo, Eurapam 
in the Gambia, flaves were brought down. The traders , 1 '" a ' 
raifed the price. The captains would not give it, but proper th; 
thought to compel them by firing upon the town. They Car ‘J ! < "‘f 
fired red hot ffiot from the (hip, and fet fcveral houfes on 
fire. All the fhips, feven or eight, fired. m their 

Mr. Falconbridge heard Captain Vicars, of a Briftol rfia ' , V w '' i 
Blip, fay at Bonny, when his traders were flack, he fired ,£ crc f‘’ H 
a gun into or over the town, to frelhen their way. 

Captain Vicars told this to him and other people there 
at the time, but he has feen no inftance of it bimfelf. 

Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, the Guinea captains lying in 
Old Calabar River, fixed on a certain price, and agreed 
to lie under a /.50 bond, if an.y one of them Ihould 
give more for flaves than another; in confequence of 
which, the natives did not readily bring flaves on board 
to fell at thofe prices ; upon which, the captains ufed to 
row guard at night, to take the canoes as they paffed the 
Blips, and fo flopping the flaves from getting to their 
towns, prevent the traders from getting them. Thefe 
they took on board the different Blips, and kept them 
till the traders agreed to fiuvc at the old prices. 

P 2 


Lieutenant 
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Jzmftam Lieutenant Storey fays, that Captain Jeremiah' Smith, 
they Oml U i° the London, in 1766, having a difpute with the natives 
p?sp,vm iti of. New Town Old Calabar, concerning the ftated price 
Cvnjl, ,y,ii which he was to give for (laves, fir fever.il days (topped 
p'lJtjlfiL cver y canoe coming down the Creek from New Town, 
ui ibiir J and alio fired feveral guns Indifcriminately over the woods 
Ifa'tfJti-' 1 ' 1 *’ ' llt0 t ' le town > ,n ^ brought them to his own terms. 

Captain Hall fays, in Old Calabar River there are two 
towns, Old Town and New T own. A rivalfhip in trade 
produced a jealoufy between the towns ; fo that through 
fear of each other, for a conliderable time, no canoe 
would leave their t wos to 7.1 aft tie . iver f-rjlioes. This 
happened in 1767. I11 this tear feven (hips, of which 
five were the following — Duke of York, Bevan, — Edgar, 
Lace, — Indian Queen, Lewi , — Nancy,* Maxwell. — and 
Canterbury, Sparges, — lay ofF the point which feparates 
the towns. Six of the captains invited the people of 
both towns on board on a certain day, as if to reconcile 
them : at the fame time they agreed with the people of 
New Town to cut off all the Old Town people who 
fhould remain on board the next morning. The Old 
Town people per funded of the finecrity of the captains 
propofol, went on board in great numbers. Next morning, 
at eight o’clock, one of the (hips fired a gun, as a 
fignal to commence hoililities. Some of the traders 
were fecurcd on board, fume were killed in refilling, and 
fomc got overboard, and were fired upon. When the 
firing began, the NewTown people, who were in ambufli 
behind the Point, came forw'ard, and picked up the peo- 
ple of Old Town, who were fwimming, and had efcaped 
the firing. After the firing was pver, the captains of 
five of the (hips delivered their prifoners perfons of con- 
fequence! to the NewTown canoes, two of whom were 
beheaded alongfide the (hips. The inferior prifoners were 
carried to the Well Indies. One of the captains, who 
had fecured three of the king’s brothers, delivered one of 
them to the chief man of New Town, who was one of 
die two beheaded alongfide ; the other hrothers h'e kept 
on board, promiling, when the /hip was J lave to deliver 
them to the chief man of New Town. His (hip was 
(ooq 
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foon flaved on account of his promife, and the number of 
prifoners made that day; but he refufed to deliver 
king’s two brothers, according to his promife, and car- p n pcr on th> 
ried them to the Weft Indies, and fold them. It hap- Cv/,md 
pened in procefs of time, that they efcaped to Virginia, 
and from thence, after three years, to Briftol, where the i tl„ir 
captain who brought them, fearing he had done wrong, ihf-wps yibb. 
meditated carrying, or fending them hack, but Mr. Jones 
of Briftol, who had fhips trading to Old Calabar, and 
hearing who they were, had them taken from the (hip, 

(where they were in irons) by Habeas Corpus. After 
inquiry how they were brought from Africa, they were 
liberated, and put in one of Mr. Jones’s fhips for Old 
Calabar, where Captain Hall was, when they arrived itu 
the Ihip Cato, Langdon. 

So fatisfied were the people of Old Town, in 1767, 
of the fineerity of the captains who invited them, and of 
the New Town people, towards a reconciliation, that the 
night before the maflacre, the chief man of Old Town 
gave to the chief man of New Town, one of his favour- 
ite women as a wife. It was faid that from three to four 
hundred perfons were killed that day, in the fhips, in the 
water, or carried off the coaft. 

The king efcaped from the fhip he was in, by killing 
two of the crew, who attempted to feize him. He then 
got into a one-man canoe, and paddled to the fhore. A 
fix pounder from one of the fhips ftruck the canoe to 
pieces ; he then fwatn on fhore to the woods near the 
fhips, and reached his own town, though clofeiy purfued. 

It was faid he received eleven wounds from mufket fhot. 

Captain Hall, in his firft voyage on board the Nep- 
tune, had this account from the boatfwain, Thomas 
Rutter, who, in 1767, had been boatfwain to the Can- 
terbury, Captain Sparkcs, of London, and concerned in 
the faid maflacre. Rutter told him the ftory exactly as 
related, and never varied in it. He had it alfo from the 
kings two brothers, who agreed exa&iy with Rutter. 

Captain Hall alfo faw at Calabar, in the pofTeflion of 
the king’s two brothers, their depofitions taken at Brif- 
Jol, and of Mr. Floyd, who was mate of one of the fhips 
when the tranfactiou happened, but he took no copy. 

Mr, 
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'Eunptm Mr. Millar fays, that a quarrel happened between the 
^bTiblfk a ‘ P eo pi e °f Old and New Town, which prevented the (hips 
proper on the lying in Calabar river from being flaved. He believes 
Coa/tf and in June 1767, Captain S. Sparkes, (captain of his Ihip, 
" ‘cai'yiM :! the Canterbury) came one evening to him, and told him 
S in ihcir" ,tf that the two towns, fo quarrelling, would meet on board 
with the different fliips, and ordered him to hand up fome 

'L. ’ fword? - 

The next day feveral canoes, as Sparkes had before ad- 
vertifed him, came from both of the towns, on board the 
Canterbury, Mr. Millar’s own fhip, and one of the per- 
fons fo coming on board, brought a letter, which he gave 
Sparkes, immediately on the receipt of which, he, Sparkes, 
took a hanger, and attacked one of the Old Town peo- 
ple then on board, cutting him immediately on the arms, 
head, and body. The man fled, ran down the fteps lead- 
ing to the cabin, and Sparkes ftill following him with the 
hanger, darted into the boys room. Mr. Millar is fure 
this circumftance can never be effaced from his memory. 
From this room he was however brought up by means 
of a rope, when Sparkes renewed his attack as before, on 
him, who, making for the entering port, leaped over- 

This being concluded, Sparkes left his own fhip to go 
on board fome of the other fliips, then lying in the river. 
Soon after he was gone, a boy belonging to Mr. Millar’s 
fhip, came and informed him, Mr. Millar, that he had 
difeovered a man concealed behind the medicine cheft. 
Mr. Millar went and found the man. He was the per- 
fon before-mentioned to have brought a letter on board. 
On being difeovered by Mr. Millar, he begged for mer- 
cy, intreating that he might not be delivered up to the 
people of New Town. He was brought on the quar- 
ter-deck, where were fome of the New Town people, 
who would have killed him, had they not been prevent- 
ed. The man was then ironed, and conduced into the 
room of the men (laves. 

Soon after this tranfa&ion, the captain returned, and 
brought with him a New Town trader, named Willy 
Honefty. On coming on board, he was informed of 
what had happened in his ahfence, and Mr, Millar be- 
lieves, 
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lieves, in the hearing of Willy Honcfly, who imme- 
diately exclaimed, “ Captain, if you will give me that 
“ man, to cut off his head, I will give you the bell: man pmper on the 
“ in my canoe, and you Jhnll be (laved the jirjl Jhip.” CxijI, and 
The captain upon this looked into Willy Honefty’s ca 
noe, picket! his man, and delivered the other in his ftead,». their 
when his head was immediately (truck off in Mr. Mil- 
lar’s fight. \bm‘ UVi ‘ 

Mr. Millar believes, that Come other cruelties, befidcs 
this particular a£t, were done, becaufe he faw blood on 
the (larboard fide of the mizen-maft, though he does not 
recollect feeing any bodies from whence the blood might 
come; and others in other fhips, becaufe he heard feve- 
ral mufkets or piftols fired from them at the fame time. 

This affair might laft ten minutes. He remembers a 
four-pounder fired at a canoe, but knows not if any da- 
mage was done. 

As to other a£ls of injuftice on the part of the Eu- 
ropeans, fome confider frauds, (fays Mr. Newton ) as a 
neceffary branch of the Have trade. They put falfc heads 
into powder cafks ; cut off two or three yards from the 
middle of a piece of cloth ; adulterate their fpirits, and 
fteal back articles given. Befidcs thefe, there are others 
who pay in bottles, which contain but half the contents 
of the famples fhewn (Wadftrom), ufe falfe fteelyards 
and weights, (Bowman) and fell fuch guns as burft on 
firing, fo that many of the natives of the Windward 
Coaft, arc without their fingers and thumbs on this ac- 
count, (Lieut. Storey) and it has become a faying, 

“ That thefe guns kill more out of the butt than the 
u muzzle,” (Falconbridge). 


Mr. Dalrymplc, while at Goree, remembers a {hip 
attempting to fail out of the bay with a number of flaves, 
without paying for them, but {he was (topped by the guns 
of the fort. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 


III. 


The enjlaved Africans come dcj tiled on hoard — Caufe of this 
Dejefiion — Methods of confining-, airing , feeding , and 
exercifing them — Mode of flowing them, with its bad 
Canfequences — This Mode and its Confequences confirmed 
by another Species of Proof— Incidents on the Paffagc— 
Manner of felling them when arrived at their defined 
Ports — Deplorable Situation of the Refufc or Sickly Slaves 
—Separation of Relations and Friends — Mortality on the 
Pajfage, and frequently after Sale— Caufics of this Mor- 
tality — Opinions of feveral of the Evidences on the Trade. 

Jsii/favtd rp HE Natives of Africa having been made Haves 
KMctkit/itJ JL ,n t * lc manner deferibed in the former chapters, 
on tce,d— are brought down for falc to the European (hips. 

Cm, ft of , bis 

Dje/hai. Q n being b roU giit on board, fays Dr. T rotter, they 
fliew figns of extreme dijlrefs and dejpair, from a feeling 
of their fituation, and regret at being torn from their friends 
and connexions ; many retain thofe impreflions for a long 
time; in proof of which, the Haves on board his Ihip be- 
ing often heard in the night, making an howling melan- 
choly noife, expreflive of extreme anguifh, he repeat- 
edly ordered the woman, who had been his interpreter, 
to inquire into the caufe. She difeovered it to be owing 
to their having dreamt they were in their own country 
again , and finding themfelves when awake, in the hold of 
a Jlave Jhip. This exquifite fenfibility was particularly 
obfervable among the women, many of whom, on fuch 
occafions, he found in hyfteric fits. 

Th® 
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• The foregoing dcfcription as far as relates to their de- MhMi of 
jcftion when brought on board, and the caufe of it is ttflMng, 
confirmed by Hall, Wilfon, Claxton, Ellifon, Towne, 
and Fnlconbridge, the latter of whom relates an inflance r , 'dji„ s ib.ru 
of a young woman who cried and pined away after being 
brought on board, who recovered when put on there, 
and who hung herfelf when informed Ihe was to be li-nt 
again to the fhip. 

Captain Hall fays, after the firft eight or ten of them 
eome on board, the men are put into irons. I hey are 
linked two and two together by the hands and tcet, in 
which lituation they continue till they arrive in the 
Weft Indies, except fueh as may be lick, whole irons 
are then taken off. The women however, he lay, are 
always loofe. 

On being brought up in a morning, fays Surgeon 
Wilfon, an additional mode of (ecuring them takes place, 
for to the [hackles of each pair of them there is a ring, 
through which is reeved a large chain, which locks them 
all in a body to ring-bolts fattened to the deck. 

The time of their coming up in the morning, if fair, 
is deferibed by Mr Towne to be between eight and 
nine, and the time of their remaining there to be till four 
in the afternoon, when they are again put below till the 
next morning. In the interval of being upon deck they 
are fed twice. They have alfo a pint of water allowed 
to each of them a day, which being divid'd is ferved out 
to them at two different times, namely, after their 
meals. 

Thefe meals, fays Mr. Falconbridge, confitt of rice, 
yams, and horfe- beans, with now and then a little beef 
and bread. After meals they are made to jump in their 
irons. This is called dancing by the flaw-dealers. In 
every Jhip he has been delired to flog fetch us -would not 
jump. He had generally a cat of nine tails ill his hand 
among the women, and the chief mate, he believes, ano- 
ther among the men. 

E The 
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The parts, fays Mr. Claxton, (to continue the ac- 
count on which their (hackles are fattened, are often 
excoriated by the violent exercife they are thus forced to 
take, of which they made many grievous complaints to 
him. In his Ihip even thofe who had the flux, fcurvy, 
and fuch cedcmalous fwellings in their legs as made it 
painful to them to move at all, were compelled to dance 
by the cat. 

He fays alfo that on board his fhip they fometimes 
fungi but not for their amufement. The captain or- 
dered them to fing, and they Jung Jongs of forrotu. The 
fubjedt of thefe fongs were their wretched fi!uation y and 
the idea of never returning home. He rccolledts their 
very words upon thefe occafions. 

The above account of (hackling, melfing, * dancing, 
and Tinging the flaves,' is allowed by all the evidences 
as far as they fpeak to the fame points, except by Mr. 
Falconbridge, in whofe (hips the flaves had a pint and 
and half of water per day. 


Wi* «/ On the fubjeft of the ftowage and its confequences, 
Dr. Trotter lays, that the flaves in the paflage are fo 
hnftjuimu. crowded below, that it is impo/fible to walk through 
them, without treading on them. Thofe, who are out of 
irons, are locked fpoonways (in the technical phrufc) to one 
another. It is the firft mate’s duty to fee them (towed 
in this way every morning ; thofe who do not get quick- 
ly into their places, are compelled by a cal-of-ninc-tails . 

When the fcuttles are obliged to be (hut, the gratings 
are not fufficient for airing the rooms. He never him- 
li:lf could breathe freely, unlcfs immediately under the 
hatchway. He has feen the (laves drawing their breath 
with all thofe laborious and anxious eftorts for life, 
which arc obferved in expiring animals , fubjeSled by experi- 
ment to foul air , or in the exhaujled receiver of an air pump. 
He has alfo ieen them when the tarpawlings have 
inadvertently been thrown over the gratings, atempting 
to heave them up ; crying out in their awn language, 
11 We are dying:” on removing the tarpawlings and 

• The necclfity of exercife for health is the rcafon given for com? 
felling (he flaves tj dance in the above manner. 


grating*, 
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gratings, they would fly to the hatchway with all the Aft* «/ 
ligns of terror, and dread of fuffocation, Many of them 
he has feen in a dying (late, but fome have recovered by Cmfijunai:. 
being brought hither, or on the deck ; others were ir- 
recoverably loft, by fuffocation , having had no previous figns 
of indifpofilion. 

Mr, Faleonbridge alfo ftates on this head, that when em- 
ployed in (lowing the (laves he made the rand of the room 
and wedged them in. They had not fo much room as a wan 
in his coffin cither in length or breadth. It was impoflible 
for them to turn or (hift with any degree of cafe. He 
had often occafion to go from one fide of their rooms to 
the other, in which cafe he always took of his jhoe;, but 
could not avoid pinching them ; he has the marks on 
his feet where they bit and feratched him. In every 
voyage when the (hip was full they complained of heat 
and want of .air. Confinement in this firuation was fo 
injurious, that he has known them go down apparently in 
good health at night and found dead in the morning. On 
his laft voyage he opened a ftout man who (o died. He 
found the contents of the thorax and abdomen healthy, 
and therefore concludes he died of fuffocation in the night. 

He was never among them for ten minutes below 
together, but his fhirt was as wet as if dipt in water. 

One of his (hips, the Alexander, coming out of Bonny, 
got aground on the bar, and was detained there fix or 
(even days, with a great fwell and heavy rain. At this 
time the air ports were obliged to be (hut, and part of 
the gratings on the weather fide covered : almoft all the 
men (laves were taken ill with the flux. The laft time 
he went down to fee them it was fo hot that he took off 
his (hirt. More than twenty of them had then fainted , or 
i were fainting. He got, however, feveral of them bawled 
on deck. Two or three of thefe died, and mod of the 
reft before they reached the Weft Indies. He was 
down only about fifteen minutes, and became foil! by 
it that he could not get up without help, and was di fabled 
(the dyfentcry feizing him alfo) from doing duty the reft 
of the paflage. On board the fame (hip he has known 
£ 2 tw# 
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AWf ’f two or three inftances of a dead and living Jlave found in 

*S1*&b* morning fuelled together. 

nr.Ufnnctt. The crowded J/ate of the (laves, and the pulling off the, 
■foes by the furgeons as deferibed above, that they might 
not hurt them in traverfing their rooms, are additionally 
• mentioned by Surgeons Wilfon and Claxton. The 
(laves are (aid alio by Hall and Wilfon to complain on 
account of heat. Both Hall, Townc, and Morlcy, dc- 
feribe them as often in a violent per/piratio» } or dew 
fwcat. Mr. Ellifon has feen them faint through httfty 
and obliged to be brought on deck, the fleam coming up 
through the gratings like a furnace. In Wilfon’s and 
Towne’s (hips fome have gone below well in an evening , 
and in the morning have been found dead, and Mr. Newton 
has often feen a dead and living man chained together, 
and to ufc his own words, one of the pair dead. 

Tb: i mode 

To prove that this (towage, and of courfe that the 
jfimd A, confluences of it, mud unavoidably be as deferibed by 
*ntktrfpc- the Gentlemen above, the following fpecies of evi- 
HI"™/- deuce and calculation may be reforted to. 

Captain Parrey of the Royal Navy was fentby Govern- 
ment in the year ; to meafure fuch of the (lave vcf- 
fcls as Mae then lying at Liverpool, and to make a report 
of the fame to the Houle of Commons. In this Re- 
port are mentioned the names of the different veflcls, 
and their refpe&ive drmenfions as taken by him. The 
fil'd of thefe, as delivered in by himfelf, is the Brookes, 
and as fome one (hip mud be taken to make out the 
proof intended, it will be lefs objectionable to take the 
fird that comes than any other; The diinenlions then 
of the Brookes as reported by Captain Parrey will be 
found as in the annexed Plans. 


DIMENSIONS 
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DIMENSIONS OF THE SHIP. Inchts 


length of the LowerDeck , gratings and bulk- 7 
heads included at AA - - - - 1 1 

Breadth of Bearn on the Lower Deck infidc, BB 25 
Depth of Hold, OOO from deling to deling 10 
Height between decks from deck to deck 5 

Length of the Mem Room, CC on the lower deck 46 
Breadth of the Mens Room, CC on the lower deck 25 
Length of the Platforms, DD in the mens room 46 
Breadth of the Platforms in the mens room 7 , 

on each fide ------- J 

Length of die Boys Room, EE - - - - 13 

Breadth of the Boys Room - - - - - 25 

Breadth of Platforms , FF in boys room - 6 

Length of Womens Room, GG - - - - 28 

Breadth of We mens Room ----- 23 

Length of Platforms , HH in womens room 28 
Breadtli of Platforms in womens room - - 6 

Length of the Gun Room, II on the lower deck 10 
Breadth of the Gun Room on the lower deck 12 
Length of the Shorter Deck) KK - - - - 33 
Breadth of the Quarter Deck ----- ig 

Length of the Cabin, LL ------14 

Height of the Cabin ------- 6 

Length of the Half Deck, MM ----16 

Height of the Half Deck ------ 6 

Length of the Platforms, NN on the half deck 16 
Breadth of the Platforms on the half deck - 6 

Upper deck, PP 


a ftpi/nrn tm- 
*T firmtd by 
® amtkrfpr- 
8 do of proof 


+ 

O 


9 

o 

o 

6 

6 

6 

o 

6 

o 

6 

6 

o 

2 

6 

2 

6 

o 


Let it now be fuppofed that the above are the real 
dimenfions of the fliip Brookes, and farther, that every 
man Have is to be allowed fix feet by one foot four inches 
for room, every woman five feet ten by one foot four, 
every boy five feet by one foot two, and every girl four 
feet fix by one foot, it will follow that the annexed Plan 
of a (lave -veil id will be precifely the reprefentation of 
the fliip Broukcs, and of the exaft number of perfons 
neither 
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ibit mie neither more nor lcfs, that could be flowed in the dif- 
fi'f '‘‘ta'im- f erent rooms of it upon thefe data. Thefe, if counted, 
jnhj'tr”' (*dc(Iu£Hng the women flowed in Z of Figures VI. and 
twii'er/ft- V 1 J.) will be found to amount to four hundred and fifty- 
otu.jfxvj. en( ' jyfow, jf i t be confidered that the fhip Brookes is 
of 320 tons, and that fhe is allowed to carry by Adi 
of Parliament four hundred and fifty-four perfins , it is 
evident that if three more could be wedged among the 
number reprefented in the plan, this plan would contain 
prccifely the number which the Adi diredts ; and if it 
fhould be farther confidered tbit there ought to be in 
each apartment in the plan one or more tubs, as well as 
ftanchions to fupport the platforms and decks, for which 
no dedudlion has been made, in order ro give every pof- 
fible advantage in flowing, then the above plan may be 
confidered as giving a very favourable reprefentation of 
the flowing of the negroes even fince the late regulating 
AE1-. The plan therefore abundantly proves that the 
ftowage of thefe poor people as well as thg confcquences 
of it muft have been as deferibed by the Evidences 
above j for, if when four hundred aiid fifty-one flaves 
arc put into the different rooms of the Brooks, the floors 
arc not only covered with bodies, but thefe bodies adtual- 
ly touch each other, what muft have been their (ituation, 
when fix hundred were flowed in them at the time al- 
luded toby Dr. Trotter, who belonged-to this fhip, and 
fix hundred- and nine by the confcllion of the flave- 
meichants in a fubfequent voyage f . 

JnrJton »i To come now to the different incidents op the paflage. 
tbtpijlap. p a l con bridge fays, that there is a place in every fhjp 

•By the late Afl or Parliament the (pace Z, which is half of the half* 
deck, M Z it appropriated to the fi-amcn. 

+ The (ituation of the flaves mull be dreadful even on the prefent re- 
gulated plan ; for their bodies not only toucli each other, but mAny of 
them have not even room to (it upright j fur when every deduftion has 
been made, the height above the platform D F H, Fig. 1. and below it 
C E G, is in the Jiruoks hut two leer levcn inches The average height 
in nine other rell'cls meafured by Captain Parroy was only five feet two 
inches; and in the Venus and Kitty the (laves had nut two feer above 
or below the platlurma. The (laves immediately under the beams iuuft 
be in a Hill mure dreadful (ituation as is feen by the plan ; for in Fig. 1. 
under the upper deck V P, and lower deck A A. thefe beams arc repre- 
sented by (hailed Ujuarcs, at alfo they are introduced in Fig. IX., and 111. 

for 
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for the fick flaves, but there are no accommodations for huiJmirf» 
them, for they lie on the bare planks. He has feen fre- 
quently the prominent parts of their bones about the 
(boulder-blade and knees bare. 

He fays he cannot conceive any fituation fo dreadful 
and difgufting as that of (laves when ill of the flux: in 
the Alexander, the deck was covered with blood and mucus , 
and refembled a flaughter-houfe. The flench and foul 
air were intolerable. 

The flaves, (hackled together, frequently quarrel. In 
each apartment there are three or (our tubs placed for 
their convenience: thofe however at a diftance find it 
difficult to get over other flaves to thefe tubs : fometimes 
if one wants to go to them, his companion refufes to go 
with him ; if relaxed, he exonerates while difputing over 
his neighbours. This caufcs great difturbauce. 

He has known ffiveral flaves on board refufe fuftcnancc, 
with a deftgn to Jlarve themfelves. Compullion was ufed 
in every (hip he was in to make them take their food. 

He has known alfo many inftanccs of their refuting to 
take medicines when ftek, becaufe they wijhed to die. A 
woman on board the Alexander, was dejected from the 
moment (he came on board, and refilled both food and 
medicine : being afked by the interpreter what (he wanted, 
die replied, nothing but to die — and (he did die. Many 
other flaves exprefled the fame wi(h. 

The (hips, he fays, arc fitted up with a view to prevent 
flaves jumping overboard; notwithftanding which he has 
known inftances of their doing fo. In the Alexander two 
were loft in this way. In the fame voyage, near twenty 
jumped overboard out of the Enterprise, Capt. Wilfon, 
and levcral from a large Frenchman in Bonny River. 

In his firft voyage he faw at Bonny, on board the 
Emilia, a woman chained to the deck, who, the chief 
mate laid, was mad. On his feconJ 'voyage, there was 
a woman on board his own (hip, whom they were forced 
to chain at certain times. In a lucid interval (lie was 
fold at Jamaica. He aferibes this infanity to their being 
forn from their cotineS/ions and country. 


Dodlor 
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htiiiMs hi Doctor Trotter, examined on the fame fubjc&, faysy 
man fold with his family for witchcraft, (of which 
he had been accufed, out of revenge yby a Caboiheer, p. 1 1 ) 
refufed all fuftcnance after he came on board. Early 
next morning it was found he had attempted to cut his 
throat. Dr. Trotter fewed up the wound, but the fol- 
lowing night the man had not only torn out the futures, 
but had made a fimilar attempt on the other fide. Front 
the ragged edges of the wound, and the blood upon his 
finger ends, it appeared to have been done with his nails, 
for though ftridl (earch was made through all the rooms, 
no inftrument was found. He declared he never would go 
with white men, uttered incoherent fentences, and looked 
wifhfully at the Ikies. His hands were fecurcd, but 
ferfifling to refufe all JuJIenance , he died of hunger in eight 
or ten days. 

He remembers alfo an inftance of a woman who perilhcd 
from refufing food : (he was repeatedly flogged, and vic- 
tuals forced into her mouth, but no means could make her 
fwallow it, and fhc lived for the four laft days in a ftate 
of torpid infenfibility. 

A man jumped overboard, at Anamaboe, and was 
drowned. Another alfo, on the Middle iPaflage, but he 
was taken up. A woman alfo, after having been taken 
up, was chained for fomc time to the mizen maft, but 
being let loofe again 'made a fecond attempt, was again 
taken up, and expired under the floggings given her in 
confcquence. 

Mr. Wilfon, fpcaking alfo on the fame fubjedt, relates, 
among many cafes where force was neccffary to oblige the 
Haves to take food, that of a young man. He had not 
been long on board before he perceived him get thin. 
On inquiry he found the man had not taken his food, and 
refufed taking any. Mild means were then ufed to divert 
him from his refolution, as well as promifes that he fhould 
have any thing he wifhed for : but ftill he refufed- to eat. 
They then whipped him with the cat, but this alfo was 
incfFedtual. He always kept his teeth fo faft, that it was 
impoflible to get any thing down. They then endea- 
voured to introduce a Speculum Oris between them: 
but 
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but the points were too obtufe to enter, and next tried T f‘ :d p 
a bolus knife , but with the fame effedl. In this ftate he 
was for four or five days, when he was brought up as 
dead, to be thrown overboard ; but Mr. Wilfon finding 
life ftill exifting, repeated his endeavours though in vain, 
and two days afterwards he was brought up again in the 
fame ftate as before. He then feemed to wilh to get up. 
The crew afiifted him, and brought him aft to the fire 
place, when in a feeble voice, in his own tongue he afleed 
for water, which was given him. Upon this they began 
to have hopes of difluading him from his defign, hut he 
again (hut his teeth as fait as ever, and vcfo.ve.i to aie t 
and on the ninth day from his firft refufal he died 

Mr. Wilfon (ays it hurt his feelings much to be 
obliged to ufe the cat fo frequently to force them to take 
their food. In the very a£t of chaftifemcnt they' have 
looked up at him with afmile, and in their own language 
have raid, “ prefentl'i we Jhall be no marc” 

In the fame (hip a woman found means to convey below 
the night preceding fome rope-yarn, which (he tied to the 
head of the armourer’s vice, then in the women’s room. 

She fattened it round her neck, and in the morning was 
found dead, with her head lying on her (houlder, whenep 
it appeared, (he muft have ufed great exertions to ac- 
compli(h her end. A young woman alfo hanged herfelf, 
by tying rope-yarns to a batten, near her ufual (leeping- 
place, and then flipping off the platform. The next 
morning (he was found warm, and he ufed the proper 
means for her recovery, but in vain. 

In the fame (hip alfo, when off Annabona, a (lave on 
the fick lift jumped overboard, and was picked up by the 
natives, but died foon afterwards. At another time, when 
at fea, the captain and officers when at dinner, heard the 
alarm of a (lave’s being overboard, and found it true, for 
they perceived him making every exertion to drown him- 
felf. He put his head under water-, but lifted his hands up ; 
and thus went down, as if exulting that he had got away. 

Befides the above inftance, a man (lave who came on 
board apparently well, became afterwards mad, and at 
length died infane. 


F 


Mr. 
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InAimii 01 Mr. Claxton, the fourth furgeon examined on thcfe 

ike Paffagr. p 0 j ntS) declares the fteerage and boys room to have been 
infufficient to receive the fick ; they were therefore ob- 
liged to place together thofe that were, and thofe that were 
notdifeafed, and in confequence the difeafe and mortality 
fpread more and more. The captain treated them with 
more tendernefs than he has heard was ufual, but the 
men were not humane. Some of the mod dileafed were 
obliged to keep on deck with a fail fpread for them to lie 
on. This, in a little time, became nearly covered with 
blood and mucus, which involuntarily iflued from them, 
and therefore the Tailors, who had the difagreeable talk 
of cleaning the fail, grew angry with the (laves, and 
ufed to beat them inhumanly with their hands, or with a 
cat. The (laves in confequence grew fearful of commit- 
ting this involuntary aftion, and when they perceived 
they had done it, would immediately creep to the tubs, 
and there fit draining with fuch violence, as to produce 
a prolapjus ani , which could not be cured. 

Some of the flaves on board the fame (hip, fays Mr. 
Claxtpn, bad fuch an averjion to leaving their native 
places , that they threw themfelvcs Overboard, on an idea 
that they Jhould get back to their own country. The captain, 
in order to obviate this idea, thought of an expedient, 
viz. to cut off the heads of thofe who died, intimating 
to them, that if determined to go, they muff return 
without their heads. The flaves were accordingly brought 
up to witnefs the operation. One of them feeing, when on 
deck, the carpenter (landing with his hatchet up ready to 
ftrikeoff the head of a dead (lave, with a violent exertion got 
loofe, and flying to the place where the nettings had been 
unloofed, in order to empty the tubs, he darted overboard. 
The (hip brought to, and a man was placed in the main 
chains to catch him, which he perceiving, dived under 
water, and riling again at a diftance from the (hip, made 
figns, which words cannot deferibe, exprc/five of bis hap - 
pinefs in ef aping. He then went down, and was feen no 
more. This circumftance deterred the captain front 
-trying the expedient any more, and therefore he rcfolved 
for the future (as he fans they were determined to throw them - 
ftlvcs overboard) to keep a drift watch j notwithftanding 
which. 
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which, fome afterwards contrived to unloofc the lafhing, *" 
fo that two a&ually threw themfelves into the fca, and ,ht 
were loft ; another was caught when about three parts 
overboard. 

All the above incidents, deferibed as to have happened 
on the Middle Paflage, are amply corroborated by the 
other evidences. ’The Jlaves tie on the bare boards , fays 
furgeon Wilfon. They are frequently brutfed , and the 
prominent parts of the body excoriated , adds the fame 
gentleman, as alfo Trotter and Newton. Their being 
linked together, their quarrelling , and the difficulty of getting 
to their tubs , are additionally mentioned by Hall and 
Newton. They have been feen by Morley walhwiug in 
their blood and excrement. Claxton, Ellifon, and Hall 
deferibe them as refuting fuftenance, and compelled to eat 
by the whip, Morley has feen the pannekin dallied 
againft their teeth, and the rice held in their mouths, to 
make them fwallowit, till they were almoft ftranglcd, and 
they have even been thumbjerewed * with this view in the 
(hips of Town and Millar. ^ 

The man alfo, fays the Former, ftoicn at Galenas 
River, (p. 8.) refufed to eat, and perftfled till he died. 

A woman, fays the latter, who was brought on board, 
refuted fuftenance, neither would (he fpeak. She was 
then ordered the thumb-ferews, fufpended in the mizen 
rigging, and every attempt was made with the cat to com- 
pell her to eat, but to no purpofe. She died in three or four 
days afterwards. Mr. Millar was told that (he had faid 
the night before (he died, “ She vjas going to her friends." 

As a third fpecific inftance, in another veiTel, may be 
mentioned that related by Mr. Ifaac Parker. There was 
a child, fays he, on board, of nine months old, which 
refufed to eat, for which the captain took it up in his 
hand, and flogged it with a cat, faying at the fame time, 

» To (hew the feverity of this punilhment, Mr. Hove fays, that while 
jwo (laves were under the torture of the .chumb-ferews, the fwcat ran 
down their laces, and they trembled as under a violent ague lit, and Mr. 

Ellifon has known inlltmces of their dying, a mortification having I3kcn 
place in their thumbs in confeiiucncc ot tlaele ferews. 

F 2 
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luUenhm “ Damn you, I’ll make you cat, or I’ll kill you.” The 
thtPaJfac. fame child having fwelled feet, the captain ordered them 
to be put into water, though the flip's cook told him it was 
too hot. This brought off the fkin and nails. He then 
ordered fweet oil end cloths, which Ifaac Parker himfelf 
applied to the tcet ; and as the child at mefs time again 
refufed to eat, the captain again took it up and flogged 
it, and tied a log of mango-wood eighteen or twenty 
inches long, and' of twelve or thirteen pounds weight 
round its neck, as a puni/hment. He repeated the flogging 
for four days together at mefs time. The laft time after 
flogging it, he let it drop out of his hand, with the fame 
expreflion as before, and accordingly in about three 
quarters of an hour the child died. He then called its 
mother to h .ave it overboard, and beat her for refufing. 
He however forced her to take it up, and go to the ihip’s 
fide, where holding her head on one fide to avoid the fight, 
Jhe dropped her child overboard , after which foe cried for 
many hours. 

Befides inftances of refufmg to eat, with the view 
of deftroying themfelves, and dying in confcquence of it, 
thofe of their going mad, arc confirmed by Town, and of 
their jumping overboa ■ d, or attempting to do it, by Town, 
Millar, Ellifon, and Hall. 

Other incidents on the paffage, mentioned by fome of 
the evidences in their examination, may be divided into 
three kinds. 

The firfl: kind coqfifts of infurre&ions on the part of the 
Haves. Some of thefe frequently attempted to rife, but 
were prevented, (Wilfon, Town, Trotter, Newton, 
Dalrymple, Ellifon,) others rofe, but were quelled, 
(Ellifon, Newton, Falconbridge,) and others rofe, and 
fucceeded, killing almoft all the whites : (Falconbridge 
and Town). — Mr. Town fays, that inquiring of the 
flaves into the caufe of thefe infurreftions, he nas been 
3 Iked, what bufinefs he had to carry them from their country. 
They had wives and children, whom they wanted to be with. 


After 
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After an infurre&ion, Mr. Ellifon fays, he has feen Incidents »t 
them flogged, and the cook’s tormentors and tongs heated P"JP>z‘‘ 
to Int n w.ii fiejh, Mr. Newton alfo adds, that it is 
ufual for captains, after infurredtions and plots happen, to 
flog the (laves. Some captains, on board whofc (hips he 
has been, added the thumb -fere w, and one in particular 
told him repeatedly that he had put Ji rues to death after an 
injurreclion by various modes of torture. 

The fecond fort of incident on the paflage is men- 
tioned by Mr. Falconbridge in the inftance of an Englifh 
vcflel blowing up off Galenas, and molt of the men-flaves, 
entangled in their irons , periling. 

The third fort is deferibed by Mr. Hercules Rofs as 
follows. One inftance, fays he, marked with peculiar 
circumftances of horror, occurs : — About twenty years 
ago, a (hip from Africa, with about four hundred (laves 
on board, (truck upon Come (lioals, called the Morant 
Keys, dillant eleven leagues, S. S. E. oft' the Eaft 
end of Jamaica. The officers and feamen of the (hip 
landed in their boats, carrying with them arms and pro- 
vifions. The (laves were left on board in their irons and 
"(hackles. This happened in the night time. The 
Morant Keys confift of three final! Tandy iflands, and he 
underftood that the (hip had (truck upon the (lioals, at 
about half a league to windward of them. When morn- 
ing came, it was difeovered that the negroes had got 
out of their irons, and were bufy making rafts, upon 
which they placed the women and children, whilft the 
men, and others capable of fwimming, attended upon 
the rafts, whilft. they drifted before the wind towards the 
ifland where the feamen had landed. From an appre- 
henfton that the negroes would confume the water and 
provifions which the feamen had landed, they came to 
the refolution of deftroying them, by means of their 
fire-arms and other weapons. As the poor wretches 
approached the (hore, they actually defrayed between three 
and four hundred of them. Out of the whole cargo only 
thirty-three or thirty-four were faved \ and brought to 
Kingfton, where Mr. Rofs faw them fold at public 
vendue. 
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•» vendue. This fhip, to the beft of his recolleftion, was 
itc ajf»ic. con (^g ne d to a Mr. Hugh Wallace, of die parifh of St. 
Elizabeth’s. 

Mr. Rofs lays, in extenuation of this maflacre, that 
the crew were probably drunk, or they would not have 
adted fo, but he does not know it to have been the cafe. 

Mower of When the (hips arrive at their deftined ports, the 
of arT ^ aves nre expofed to fale. They are fold either by 
dankc (cramble or by vendue, (i. e.) publick audtion, or by 
itj/lined fern. lots. The fale by fcramble is thus deferibed by Mr. 
Falconbridge. “ In the Emilia, (fays he) at Jamaica, 
the fhip was darkened with fails, and covered round. 
The men (laves were placed on the main deck, and the 
women on the quarter deck. The purchafers on (hore 
were informed a gun would be fired when they were 
ready to open the fale. A great number of people came 
on board with tallies or cards in their hands, with their 
own names upon them, and rufhed through the barricado 
door with the ferocity of brutes. Some had three or 
four handkerchiefs tied together, to encircle as many as 
they thought fit for their purpofe. In the yard at Gre- 
nada, he adds, (where another of his fhips, the Alexander, 
fold by fcramble) the women were fo terrified, that feveral 
of them got out of the yard, and ran about St. George’s 
town as if they were mad. In his fecond voyage, while 
lying at Kingfton, he faw a fale by fcramble on board thp 
Tryal, Captain Macdonald. Forty or fifty of the (laves 
leaped into the fea, all of which, however, he believes, 
were taken up again.” This is a very general mode of 
fale. Mr. Baillie fays, it was the common mode in 
America where he has been. Mr. Fitzmaurice has been 
at twenty fales by fcramble in Jamaica. Mr. Clappefon 
never faw any other mode of fale during his rehdence 
there, and it is mentioned as having been p radii fed under 
the irifpedtion of Morley and of Trottfer. 

The (laves fold by publick audlion or vendue are 
generally the refit/c, or fickly (laves. Thefe are in fuch 
a (late of health, that they fell, fays Baillie, greatly 
lender price. Falconbridge has known them fold for 
five 
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j five dollars each. Town for a Guinea, and Mr. Hercules 
Rofs as low as a Jingle dollar. 

The ftate of fuch is deferibed to be very deplorable by Deph-alk 
General Tottenham and Mr. Hercules Rofs. The for 
nier fays, that he once obferved at Barbadoes a number 
of flaves that had been landed from a fhip. They were 
brought inco the yard adjoining the place of fale. Thofc 
that were not very ill were put into little huts, and thofc 
that were worfe were left in the yard to die, for nobody 
gave them any thing to eat or drink •, and fomc of them lived 
three days in that Jituation. The latter has frequently feen 
the very refufe (as they are termed ) of the flaves of Guinea 
fhips landed and carried to the vendiie-mafters in a very 
wretched ftate ; fometimes in’the agonies of death ; and 
he has known inftances of their expiring in the piazza of 
the vendue-majler. 

Mr. Newton fays, that in none of the Tales he s<twatim «/ 
faw was there any care ever taken to prevent fuch flaves •diaiw 
as were relations from being feparated. They were fepa-'"'“ 
rated as Jheep and lambs by the butcher. This feparation 
of relations and friends is confirmed by Davifon, Trotter, 
Clappefon, and Town. . Fitzmaurice alfo mentions the 
fame, with an exception only to infants ; but Mr. Fal- 
conbridge fays, that one of his captains (Frazer) recom- 
mended it to the planters never to feparatc relations and 
friends. He fays he once heard of a perfon refufing to 
purchafe a man’s wife, and was next day informed the 
man had hanged bimfelf. 

With refpeft to the mortality of flaves in the paflage, MnaKoim 
Mr. Falconbridge fays, that in three voyages he pur- 
chafed noo, and loft 191 ; Trotter, in one voyage, 
about 600, and loft about yo ; Millar, in one voyage, 

490, and loft 180; Ellifon, in three voyages, where he 
recollcfts the mortality, bought 895, and loft 356. In 
one of thele voyages, lays the latter, the flaves had the 
fmall-pox. In this cafe he has feen the platform one 
continued fcab t eight or ten of them were hauled up dead 
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v «" in a morning , and the flefi > and Jkhi has peeled off their 
l‘’ily wr J s w hen taken hold of. 

Mr. Morley fays, that in four voyages he purchafed 
about 1325, and loft about 313. Mr. Town, in two 
voyages, 630, and loft 115. Mr. Claxton, in one 
voyage, 250, and loft 132. In this voyage, he fays, 
they were fo ftreightened for provifions, that if they had 
been ten more days at fea, they muft either have eaten 
the Haves that died, or have made the living flavcs walk 
the plank , a term in ufe among Guinea captains for making 
the /laves throw themjelves overboard. He fays alfo, that 
he fell in with the Hero, Captain Withers, which had 
loft 360 flaves, or more than half, her cargo, by the 
fmall-pox. The furgeon of the Hero told him, that 
when the flaves were removed from one place to another, 
they left marks of their Jkin and blood upon the deck , and it 
was the moft horrid fight he had ever feen. 


Mr. Wilfon ftates, that in his fhip, and three others, 
belonging to the fame concern, they purchafed among 
them 2064 flaves, and loft 586. He adds, that he fell 
in with the Hero, Captain Withers, at St. Thomas’s, 
which had loft 159 flaves by the fmall-pox. Capt. Hall, 
in two voyages, purchafed 550, and loft no. He adds, 
that he has known fome (hips in the Have trade bury a 
quarter , fome a third , and others half of their cargo. It 
is very uncommon to find Jhips without fome lofs * in their 
fiaves. 

Befidcs thofe which die on the paflage, it muft be no- 
ticed here that fcveral die foon after they are fold. Six- 
teen, fays Mr. Falconbridge, were fold by audtion out 
of the Alexander, all of whom died before the fliip left the 
Weft Indies. Out of fourteen, fays Mr. Claxton, fold 
from his fhip in an infectious ftate, only four lived-, and 
though in the four voyages mentioned by Mr. Wilfon no 
lefs than 586 perilhed on the pailage out of 2064, yet 

• Total purchafed 7904, loft 2053, esclufivc of the Hero, being above 
onc-fourtb of the number purchafed. The reader will obferve, that Mr. 
Claaton fell in with the Hero on one voyage, and Mr. Wilfon op another. 


229 
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220 additionally died of the fmall-pox in a very little 
time after their delivery in the river Plate, making the total 
lofs for thofe fhips not lefs than 836, out of 2,064. 

The caufes of the diforders which carry off the (laves 
in fuch numbers, are afcribed by Mr. Faleonbridge to a mr ,J ’’ 
difeafetl mind , fudden tranfttions from beat to cold, a putrid 
atmofphere , wallowing in their own excrements , anc being 
Jhackled together. A difeafed mind, he fays, is undoubt- 
edly one of the caufes ; for many of the (laves on board 
refufed medicines, giving as a reafon that they wanted 
to die , and could never be cured. Some few on the 
other hand, who did not appear to think fo much of their 
Jituation , recovered. That (hackling together is alfo 
another caufc, was evident from the circumftatice of the 
men dying in twice the proportion the women did; and 
fo long as the trade continues, he adds, •they mu /1 be 
(hackled together, for no man will attempt to carry them 
out of irons. 

Surgeon Wilfon, examined on the fame topiclc, fpeaks 
nearly in the fame manner. He fays, that of the death of 
two-thirds of thofe who died in his (hip, the primary caufe 
was melancholy. This was evident not only from the fymp- 
toms of the diforder, and the circumftance that no one who 
had it was ever cured , whereas thofe who had it not, and 
yet were ill, recovered , but from the language of the 
flaves themfelves, who declared that they wtjhcd to die , as 
alio from Captain Smith’s own declaration, who faid, their 
deaths were to be afcribed to their thinking fo much of their 
Jituation. ' Though feveral died of the flux, he attributes 
their death primarily to the caufe before afligned ; for, 
fays he, their original diforder was a fixed melancholy , 
and the fymptoms lownefs of fpirits and dcfpondency. 
Hence they refufed food. This only increafcd the fymp- 
toms. The ftoniach afterwards got weak. Hence the 
belly ached, fluxes enl'ued, and they were carried off. 

Mr. Town, the only other perfon, who fpeaks of the 
caufes of the diforders of the flaves, fays, “ they often fall 
fickj fomeiimcs owing to their crowded ftatc, but mojlly 
to grief for being carried away from their country and 
G friends 
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friends.” This he knows from inquiring frequently 
(which he was enabled to do by underftanding their 
language) into the circumftances of their grievous com- 
plaints *. 

CWmW of As the trade may be faid to end on the delivery of the 
fneral of ibt flaves in the Weft Indies, it may not be improper to 
flxTrcJc °" i^' lte the °P in ‘ oa of tome °f the Evidences concern- 
ing it. 


Mr. Wilfon ftates, that his reafon for quitting his 
late employment was, that he did not like to continue 
in a trade, that did not pe rfectly coincide with his ideas, 
and was not to his fatisfadtion, being obliged to make ufe 
of means for the prefervation of the cargo, contrary to his 
feelings , and fenfe of humanity. 

Mr. Falconbridge declares, that in his firft and fecond 
voyage he refledted but little on the juftice or injuftice 
of the trade. In his laft voyage he refledled more, and 
the more be did fo , the snore he was convinced it was an 
unnatural , iniquitous , and villainous trade , and he could 
not reconcile it to his confciencc. This was the reafon 
tor his leaving it. He adds, that he believes at the time 
he left it, he could have gone again with Capt. Frazer, 
if he had chofen it, and he was afterwards repeatedly fo- 
licited to go to the Gold Coaft by Captain Thompfon. 

Captain Wilfon declares from the whole of his ex- 
perience, as an impartial man, he has long fmee formed 
an opinion, ( which each Jiicceeding day's experience has juf- 
iified and confirmed) that it is a trade evidently founded 
on injuftice and treachery , manifefl/y carried on by oppref- 
fton and cruelty , and not infrequently terminating in 
murder. 


* It is evident from Itcncc, /hat no Regulation of the Trade can heal 
the evils ill this branch of the fiihjeft. It can never cure melancholy ora 
ilifcaf/d mind. It can never prevent an injured people from rifing if out of 
iront, nor can it take away corrupted air, unlefs it reduce the number 
to be carried fo low, as not to make it worth the while of the llave- 




Captain 



( 5 < ) 

Captain Hall makes a declaration alfo, that when he Gphmu: af 
left the trade he could have obtained the command of 
a fhip in it, which command at that time would have tbe Trade, ’’ 
been n very lucrative one , but that he quitted it from 
a conviF.m that it was pcrfcftly illegal t and founded in 
blood. 


CHAP. 


IV. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Africans , when bought , their general EJlimation and Treat- 
ment — Thefe become either Plantation or In-and-Out- 
door-SIaves — Labour of the Plantain. Slaves in and out 
of Crop — • Their Days of Hi/. — Food — Clothing — Iloufes 
Property — Situation of the ln-and-Out-door Slaves— 
Ordinary Punijhment of the Slaves by the TVhip and 
Cow-Jkhi — Frequency and feverity of thefe PuniJhijients 
— Extraordinary Punijhment s of many Kinds — Toe Con- 
cern which the very Women take in theje Ordinary and Ex- 
traordinary Punijhrnents—The different nominal Offences 
mentioned in the Evidence, which Occafion them— Ca- 
pital Offences and Puilijhments— Slaves turned off to 
Jleal, beg, trflarve , when incapable of Labour — : Slaves 
have little or no Redrefs again/l ill UJage of any fort — - 
Laws lately mailed, but not with on Intention to ferve the 
Slaves, and of little or no Ufe, 

i : natives of Africa, when bought by the Eu- 

Mr general J- ropean Colonifts, are generally efteemed, fays 
EJlmaih, Dr. Jackfon, a Jpecies of inferionr beings, whom the right 
and Tnai- 0 f pur chafe gives the owner a power of ujing at his will . 
mtnU Confidently with this definition we find the evidence af- 
ferting with one voices that they ct have no legal pro- 
tedtion againft their matters,” and of courfe that “ their 
treatment varies according to the dil'pofition of their 
Mailers.” If their matters be good men, fays the Dean of 
Middleham, they are well off, but, if not, they fuffer. 

The 
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The general treatment, however, is deferibed to be very , 

feverc. Some (peak more moderately than others u P on TbJ" ™nr,al 
it, but all concur in the general ufage as being bad. Mr. Fjlhiaiim 
Woolrich, examined upon this point, fays, that he never «*«< 7 Vmc> 
knew the bell mafter in the W. Indies ufc his (laves fo 
well as the worft matter his fervants in England; that their 
{face is inconceivable ; that it cannot be deferibed to the 
full underflanding of thofe who have never feen it, and 
that a light of fomc gangs would convince more than 
all words. Others again make ufe of the words, 

“ ufed with great cruelty, — like beafts, or worft :” and 
the Dean of Middleham, after balancing in his mind all 
his knowledge upon this fubjeft, cannot fay, (letting 
afide on one hand particular inftances of great feverity, 
and on the other hand particular inftances of great hu- 
manity) that treatment altogether humane and proper 
was the lot of fuch as he had either obferved or heard of. 

To come to a more particular defeription of their 
treatment, it will be proper to divide them into different ‘[l" 
dalles. The firft may be faid to confift of thofe who nJ .„mW 
are bought for the plantation ufe. Thefe will be arti-A*"- 
ficers of various deferiptions, and the * field Haves.— 

The fecond will confift of what may be termed In-or 
Out-door (laves. The former are domefticks both in 
town and country, and the latter porters, fifliermen, . 
boatmen, and the like. 

The field (laves, whofe cafe is the firft: to be confidered, Labour tfibt 
are called out by day-light to their work. For this P ur -^J?ofCnp 
pofe the (hell blows, and they hurry into the field. If 
they are not there in time they are flogged. When put 
to their work, they perform it in rows, and without ex- 
ception under the whip of drivers , a certain number of 
whom are allotted to each gang. By thefe means the 
weak are made to keep up with the ftrong. Mr. Fitz- 
maurice is forry to fay, that from this caufe many of 
them are hurried to the grave, as the able, even if 

• Among thefe are again included watchmen, drivers, and head. 

■egroes. 

placed 
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labmr nj placed with the weakly to bring them up, will leave 
tbejicld them behind, and then the weakly are generally flogged 
Jl<x> o“ of U p jjy t | )e d r i ver . This, however, is the mode of their 
’ ' labour. As to the time of it, they begin, as before faid, 
at day-light, and continue, with two intcrmiflions, (one 
for half an hour in the morning, and the other for two 
hours at noon) till fun-fet. 

The above defeription, however, does not include the 
whole of their operations for the day, for it is expe&ed 
that they lhall range about and pick grafs for the cattle. 
It is clear, from the different evidences, that the cuftom 
of grafs-picking varies, as to the time in which it is to 
be done, on different eftates, for on fome it is to be done 
within the intervals of reft faid to be allowed at noon, and 
on others after the labour of the day. It is complained of, 
however, in either cafe, as a great grievance, inafmuch 
as it lengthens the time of work ; as alfo becaufe, par- 
ticularly in droughts, it is very difficult to find grafs at 
all, and becaufe if they do net bring it in fufficient 
quantities, they are punifhed. Grafs-picking, fays Capt. 
Smith, is one of the moft frequent caufes of punifhment. 
He has feen fome flogged for not getting fo great a 
quantity of it as others, and that at a time, when he has 
thought it impojftble they could have gotten half the quantity) 
having been upon the fpot. 

Hard raft of It is impoffiblc to pafs over in filence the almoft total 
ebctf'mn want of indulgence which the women flaves frequently 
jlmcs. experience during the operations in the field. It is 
aflerted by Dalrymple, that the drivers in ufing their 
whip never diftinguhh (ex. As to pregnant women, and 
fuck as had children, Mr. Davies believes they were allow- 
ed to come into the field a little later than the reft. They 
did little work after they were four months gone with 
child, in the experience of Mr. Duncan. Dr. Harrifon 
alfo has known fome overfeers allow complaining preg- 
nant women to retire from work, but he has leen, them 
labouring in the field, when they feemed to have but a 
few months to go : they were generally worked as long 
*,s able. Much the fame work, fays Mr. Cook, was 
cxpcdlcd 
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expc&ed from pregnant women as others. He has fecit sm cafe 0/ 
them holing till within a few hours of their delivery, and ' br ^amc* 
has known them receive thirty-nine lafhes while in this-^ 1 "'"* 
ftate. Mr. Woolrich thinks the pregnant women had 
fome little indulgences, but it was cuftomary for them 
to work in the field till near their time. The whip was 
occafionally ufed upon them, but not fo feverely as upon 
the men. Mr. Rees obferving the gangs at work, law 
a pregnant woman rather behind the reft. The driver 
called her to come on, and going back ftruck her with 
the whip up towards her {boulders. He afked another 
pregnant woman, if {he was forced to work like the reft, 
and {he faid. Yes. Sir G. Young adds, that women 
were confidered to mifearry in general from their hard 
field labour; and Captain Hall fays, that, where they had 
children, they were fent again alter the month to labour 
with the children upon their backs, and fo little time af- 
forded them to attend their wants, that he has feen a wo- 
man feated to give fuck to her child, roufed from that fi- 
tuation by a ievere blow from she cart whip.* 

The above accounts of the mode and duration of the T /, rll . j aimf 
labour of the field Haves, are confined to that feafon of in the Cnf 
the year which is termed, “ Out of Crop,” or the time 5 ' 1 ’/’"- 
in which they are preparing the lands for the crop. In 
die crop fealbn, however, the labour is of much longer 
duration. Weakly handed eftates, lays Mr. Fitzmau- 
rice, which are far the molt numerous, form their negroes 
in crop into two fpells, which generally change at twelve 
at noon, and twelve at night. The boilers and others 
about the works, relieved at twelve at noon, cut canes 
from {hell-blow, (half paft one) till dark, when they 
carry cane-tops or grafs to the cattle penns, and then 
they may reft-till twelve at night, when they relieve the 
fpell in the boiling- houfe, by which they themfelves had 
been relieved at twelve in the day. On all eftates the 
boiling goes on night and day without intermiflion : but 

* In Tome cllatcs, it is nfiiltl to dig a hole in the ground, in which 
they put the bellies of pregnant women, while they Whip them, that they 
may not excufc puniflunent, nor yet endanger the life of the woman or 
child. (Dr. Jackfon, J.ieutcnaut Davifon.) 

well 
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77«.v Iticur well handed cftatcS have three fpclls, and intermifliohs 
folk Crap accordingly. 

SlQJOll . 

Mr. Dalrymple, fpeaking alio of their labour in time 
of crop, fays they are obliged to work as long as they can , 
which is as long as they can keep awake or ftand on 
their legs. Sometimes they fall afleep, , through excefs 
of fatigue, when their arms are caught in the mill, and 
torn off. He faw feveral, who had loft their arms in 
that way. 

Mr. Cook ftates, on the fame fubjeCt, that in crop- 
time they work in general about eighteen hours out of 
the twenty-four, and arc often hurt through mere fatigue 
and want of feep. He knew a girl lofe her hand by the 
mill while feeding it, for being overcome by deep, (lie 
dropped againft the rollers. He has heard of feveral in- 
ftances of this kind. 

Thm dap of 'j'q thi S account of thq labour of the flaves, both in 
nJ ' and out of crop, it muft be added here, that on fome 
eftates, it appears by the evidence, they have Sunday and 
Saturday afternoon out of crop to themfelves, that is, to 
cultivate their own grounds for their fupport; on others, 
Sunday onlyj and on others, Sunday only in part, for 
fome people, fays the Dean of Middleham, required 
meat for the cattle on Sundays to be gathered twice in 
the day; and Lieutenant Davifon fays he has known 
them forced to work on Sundays for their mafters. It 
appears again, that in crop, on no eftates, have they 
more than Sunday for the cultivation of their lands. 
The Dean of Middleham has known them continue 
boiling the fugar till late on Saturday night, and in one 
inftance remembers it to have been protracted till fun- 
rife on Sunday * morning : and the care afterwards of 
fetting up the fugar-jars muft have required feveral 
hours. 


* It appears, tliac they have three 
days are not fpccificdi 


or four holidays in the year, but the 


The 
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The point, which may be confidered next, may be W«> Fo>4, 
that of the (laves food. This appears by the evidence 
to be fubject to no rule. On fome eftates they are 
allowed land, which they cultivate for themfelves at the 
times mentioned above, but they have no provifions al- 
allowcd them, except perhaps a frnall prefent of fait filh 
or beef, or fait pork, at Chrittmas. On others they are 
allowed provifions, but no land : and on others again 
they are allowed land and provifions jointly. Without 
enumerating the different ratios mentioned to be allowed 
them by the different evidences, it may be fufficient to 
take the higheft. The beft allowance is evidently at 
Barbadoes, and the following is the account of it. The 
flaves in general, fays General Tottenham, appeared to 
be ill fed : each Have had a pint of grain for twenty-four 
hours, and fometimes half a rotten herring when to be 
had. When the herrings were unfit for the whites, they 
were bought up by the planters for the flaves. Mr. 

Davis fays, that on thole eftates in Barbadoes where he 
has feen the (laves allowance dealt out, a grown negro 
had nine pints of corn, and about one pound of fait fifh 
a week, but the grain of the Weft-Indies is much lighter 
than wheat. He is of opinion, that in general they were 
too fparingly fed. The Dean of Middlehnm alfo men- 
tions nine pints per week as the quantity given, but that 
he has known mafters abridge it in the time of crop. 

This is the greateft allowance mentioned throughout the 
whole of the evidence, and this is one of the cafes in 
which the flaves had provifions but no land. Where, on 
the other hand, they have land and no provifions, all the 
evidences agree that it is quite ample to their fupport, but 
that they have not f efficient time to cultivate it. Their 
lands too are often at the diftance of three miles from their 
houfes, and Mr. Giles thinks the flaves were often fb 
fatigued by the labour of the week as fcarcely to be capable 
of working in them on Sunday for their own tife. It is alfo 
mentioned as a great hardfhip, that often when they had 
cleared thefe lands, their matter has taken them away for 
canes, giving them new wood-land in their ftcad, to be 
cleared afreln. This circumftance, together with the 
H removal 
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that Food, removal of their houfcs, many of them have fo taken to 
heart, as to have died. 

Whether or no their food may be confidered as fuf- 
ficient in general for their fupport, may be better feen 
from the following than the preceding account. Mr. 
Cook fays that they have not fufficient food. He has 
known both Africans and * Creoles eat the putrid carcafes 
of animals, and is convinced they did it through want. 
Mr. J. Terry has known them, on eftates where they 
have been worfc fed than on others , eat the putrid carcafes 
of animals alfo. Dead mules, horfes, and cows, fays 
Mr. Coor, were all burnt under the infpcction of a white 
man. Had they been buried, the negroes would have 
dug them up in the night to eat them through hunger. 
It was generally faid to be done to prevent the negroes 
from eating them, left it fhould breed diftempers. 

Befides thefe, there are proofs of a different nature. 
Giles, Coor, Captain Giles, Captain Smith,' Davifon, 
Duncan, Harrifon, and Dalrymple, agree, that many of 
the Haves in the Weft-Indies v/ere thieves , but they all 
agree alfo in afferting, that they ftole in confequcncc of 
hunger , or being ill fed. The ufual objects of their theft 
are faid by Terry, Clappcfon, Duncan, Harrifon, and the 
Dean of Middleham, to be provifeons or food. Where 
they were well fed, on the other hand, fay Davifon and 
Captain Giles, they + did not Jleal , and, where they were 
ill fed, fay Terry and Duncan, they ftole at the very 
hazard of their ' lives. The Dean of Middleham and 
Harrifon confirm this, by ftating that feveral in confe- 
quence of attempting to fteal provifions, have been 

* All thole born in the jjkmds, are called Creaks. Some have attributed 
the eating of the putrid carcafes of animals to the vitiated tape of the (laves, 
contracted in their envn country, but the circumtlancc of thole eating them, 
who arc born in the illands, totally difproves the allegation, and points 
out the real caufe as affigned above, 

•|* There is a faying in the Weft Indies , 11 that you never fee a negro 
but you fee a thief;" — a faying which has a tendency to hurt the negroes 
in the eftimation of thofc who heat it, but which it is cafy to explain 
from the above accounts. 

brought 
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brought home wounded, and almoft cut to pieces, by 
the watchmen. 

On the fubjeft of their clothing, there is the fameWr 
variation as to quantity as in their food. It depends on cl ° lh '"Z' 
the difpofition and circumflances of their mailers. Tlie 
largeft allowance in the evidence is that which is men- 
tioned by Dr. Harrifon. The men, he fays, at Chriftmas, 
are allowed two frocks, and two pair of Ofnaburgh 
trowfers, and the women two coats and two fhifts apiece. 

Some alfo have two handkerchiefs for the head. They 
have no other clothes than thcfe, except they get them by 
their own extra labour. Woolrtch and Coor agree, that 
as far as their experience went, the mafters did not expend 
for the, clothing of their Haves more than half a crown 
or three {hillings a year ; and Cook fays that they are in 
general but very indifferently clothed, and that one half of 
them go almoft naked in the field. 

With refpciSt to their houfes and lodging, the accountsTir.r lla 
of the three following gentlemen will fufficc, 

Mr. Woolrich ftates their houfes to be fmall fquare 
huts, built with poles, and thatched at the top and Tides 
with a kind of bamboo, and built by the Haves themfelves. 

He deferibes them as lying in the middle of thefe huts 
before a fmall fire, but to have no bedding. Some, he 
fays, obtain a board or mat to lie on before the fire. 

A few of the head-flaves have cabins of boards raifed 
from the floor, but no bedding, except Tome, who have 
a coarfe blanket. 

The Reverend Mr. Rees, deferibing their houfes nearly 
in the fame manner, obferves that their furniture confifts 
of ftools and benches, that they had no beds or bedding 
in the houfes he was in, but that fome of them flept on 
the ground, and others on a board raifed from it. 

Some of the new Haves, fays Dr. Harrifon, have a few 
blankets, but it is not the general pra&ice : for in general 
they have no bedding at all. 

H 2 
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j Ur Of the property of the field Haves, (the next article 

iVyrr/y. t0 i ie confidered) the following teftimonies will give a 
fufficient illuftration. 

Many field {laves, fays Mr. Woolrich, have it not in 
their power to earn any thing, excluftve of their mailer s 
work. Some few raife fowls, and fouie few pigs, and fell 
them, but their number is ■very few. 

Mr. Dalrymple docs not fay, that flaves never become 
pofTefl'ed of much property, but he never knew an inllance 
of it, nor can be conceive hut they can have time for it. 

The Dean of Middlehani obferves, that the quantity 
of ground allowed to field Daves tor railing provifions 
does n-t admit of their frequently poll'efling any confider- 
able property. It is not likely they can fpare much of 
their produce for fiilc. Sometimes busy poflcls a pig, and 
two or throe fowls, and if they have alfo a few plantain 
trees, thefe may be the means of fupplying them with 
knives, iron pots, and fuch other conveniences as their 
• mailers do not allow them. 

The greatefb property Mr. M. Terry ever knew a 
field Dave to pollelk was two pigs, and a little poultry. 
Afield flout has not the means of getting much property . 

Mr. J. Terry has known the field Daves fo poor as not 
to be able to have poultry. They were not allowed to keep 
Iheep on any eftate lie knew. On fome they might keep 
two or three goats, but very few allowed it. Some keep 
pigs and poultry, if able to buy any. 

To thefe teftimonies it may be added, that all the 
evidences, to whom the queftiou lias been propofed, agree 
in anfwering, that they never knew nor heard of a field 
Dave ever amafling fuch a fum, as enabled him to purchafe 
his own freedom. 

With refpecl to the artificers, fuch as houfe-carpcntcrs, 
coopers, and mafons, and the drivers and head-flaves, 
who 
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who form the remaining part of the plantation Haves, Heir 
they are deferibed as having in general a more certain Property, 
allowance of provilions, and as being better off. 

Having now deferibed the (late of the plantation , it #/w»«ui of 
will be proper to fay a few words on that of the ln-and- 
Out-door fiaves . The In-door (laves, or domeftics, are '$i na ? 
allowed by all the evidences to be better clothed, and left 
worked than the others, and invariably to look better. 

Some, however, complain of their being much pinched 
for food, 8 and the women often fo as to be driven to 
proftitution, but the general account is that they are 
better fed than the field (laves. Their life, however, is 
deferibed to be often wretched by being continually under 
the eye of their matters and miftrefies, and therefore 
continually fubject to be teized and mortified at their 
caprice, fo that Forlter, (as will be explained hereafter) 
thinks their fituation even harder in this refpeft than that 
of the field fiaves, and Coor has known many of them 
with to be tent into the fi'-'ld. 

With refpect to the Out-door Haves, fcvcral perfons, 
who have a few Haves, and little work, allow them to 
work out, and oblige them to bring home three or four 
bits a day- The fituation of theft is confidered to be 
very hard, for they are often unable to find work, and to 
earn die tinted fum, and ,ot, if they fail, they are feverely 
punifhed. Mr. Clappefon lias known them deal graft, 
and fell it, to make up the fum required. 

In this defer iption may be ranked fuch as follow the 
occupation of porters. Theft are allowed to work out, 
and at the end of the week obliged to bring home to their 
mailers a certain weekly fum. Their lituation is much 
aggravated by having no fixed rates. If, fays t Fortier, 
on being offered too little for their work they remontlrate, 
they are often beaten, and receive nothing, and (liould 

upon, but the mode of fuelling them, as well as their allowance, is fubjeft 
f Mr. Forflcr (peaks of Antigua, 


they 
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Siimiim of they rcfufe the next call from the fame perfon, they are 
cwjter'" 1 " fummoned before a magi Urate, and punilhcd on the 
Slava. parade for rcfufal, and he has known them fo punilhed. 

To the fame defcription belong thofc unhappy females, 
who have leave to go out for prostitution, and are obliged 
to bring their owners a certain payment per week. 
Handfome women arc expected to bring home more 
money than the ordinary. They arc punijhed if they 
return without the full wages of their proflitution. 

Ordbtniy Having now deferibed the labour, food, clothing, lioufes, 
I'n^’shw P ro P ert }') a,1( l different kinds of employment of the plan- 
ib- tVhif tition, as well as the fituation of the In-and-out-door 
t£ Csnvjlin. flaves, as far as the evidence will warrant, it may be 
proper to advert to their punifhments ; and, firft, to thofc 
that are inflicted by the cowlkin or the whip. 

In the towns many people have their Haves flogged upon 
their own premifles, in which cafe it is performed by a 
man, who is paid for it, and who goes round the town 
in queft of delinquents. But thofe, fays Mr. H. Rofs, 
who do not ehufe to dillurb their neighbours with the 
Haves cries, fend them to the wharfs or gaol, where 
they are corrcdted alio by perfons paid. At other times 
they are whipped publickly round the town, and at others 
tied down, or made to Hand in fome publick place, and 
. receive it there. 

When they are flogged on the wharfs, to which they 
go for the convenience of the cranes and weights, they 
are deferibed by H. Rofs, Motley, Jeffreys, Towne, and 
Captain Scott, to have their arms tied to the hooks of the 
crane, and weights of fifty- fix pounds applied to their feet. 
In this fituation the crane is wound up, fo that it lifts 
them nearly from the ground, and keeps them in a 
ft retched pollure, when the whip or cow-fkin is ufed. 
After this they are again whipped, but with ebony bujhes 
(which are more prickly than the thorn bullies in this 
country) in order to let out the congealed blood. Captain 
Scott, deferibing it, fays, that he faw a white man 
purfue 
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pnrfue a negro into the water, bring him out, and take Ordhuuy 
him to the wharf, where he had him hung up to a crane/ m ''7 Zw, ' nM 
by the hands, which were tied together, and weights tied °£ 
to his feet. When thus hoifted up, but fo as Hill to & Ctmjkm. 
touch the ground, another negro was ordered to whip 
him with a prickly buih. He walked away from the 
difagreeable fight. The next day he faw the fame ne- 
gro lying on the beach, and, with the afliftance of 
another, taking the prickles out of his breech, feem- 
ingly fwelled and bloody. The negro afligned as a 
reafon for the whipping, the wharfinger thought be bad 
Jiaid too long on an errand. 

Rejecting the whippings in gaol and round the town. 

Dr. Harrifon thought them too ferae to be inflicted on 
any of the human fpecies. He attended a man, who 
had' been flogged in gaol, who was ill in confequence five 
or fix weeks. It was by his maftcr’s order for not coming 
■when he -was called. He could lay two or three fingers 
in the wounds made by the whip. 

On the other mode General Tottenham obferves, that 
he was at a planter’s houfe when the Jumper came. He 
heard him afk the mafter, if he had any commands for 
him. The Mafter replied, No. The Jumper then 
aiked the Miftrefs, who replied, Yes. She diredted 
him to take out two very decent women, who attended 
at table, and to give each of them a dozen lafties. Ge- 
neral Tottenham cxpoftulated with her, but in vain. 

They were taken out to the publick parade, and he had 
the curiofity to go with them. The Jumper carried a 
long whip like our waggoners. He ordered one of the 
Women to turn her back, and to take up her clothes 
entirely, and he gave her a dozen on the breech. Every 
ftroke brought fiefh from her. She behaved with 
aftonifliing fortitude. After the punifhment, fhe, ac- 
cording to cuftom, curtefied and thanked him : the other 
had the fame punifliment, and behaved in the fame way. 

The punifhments in the country by means of the 
whip and cow-fkin appear to differ, except in one in- 
itance. 



( 64 ) 


CrJi.iaiyfn- (lance, from thofe which have been mentioned of the 

TjZ.i '“»■ 

tl; Whip 

mdCmJlin. It is ufual for thofe, fays Mr. Coor, who do not come 
into the field in time to be punifhed. In this cafe a few 
fteps before they join the gang they throw down the hoe, 
clap both hands on their heads, and patiently take ten, 
fifteen, or twenty ladies. 


The mode of punilhment, as fecn by Captain Smith 
and feveral others (and which is the general mode) was 
as follows : — A negro was ftretched on his belly on the 
ground, with a Have to hold each hand and leg, or each 
hand and leg was fattened to a ftakc. The punilhment 
was inflated by a negro with a long whip tapering from 
the fizc of a man’s thumb to a finall lalh. At every 
ftroke a piece of fledi was drawn out, and that with 
much unconcern to the director of the punilhment. 


There is another mode deferibed by Mr. Coor. 
About eight o’clock, fays he, the overfeer goes to break- 
faft, and if he has any criminals at home, he orders a 
black man to follow him; for it is then ufual to take 
fuch out of the docks, and flog them before the over- 
feer’s houfe. The method is generally this ; — The de- 
linquent is ftripped and tied on a ladder, his legs on the 
fides and his arms above his head, and fometimes a rope 
is tied round his middle. The driver whips him on the 
bare fkin, and if the overfeer thinks he does not lay it on 
hard enough, he fometimes knocks him down with his 
own hand; or makes him change places with the delin- 
quent, and be feverely whipped. Mr. Coor has known 
many receive on the ladder, from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty ladies, and l'ome two cool hundreds, as 
they are generally called. He has known many return- 
ed to confinement, and in one, two or three days, 
brought to the ladder, and receive the fame compliment, 
or thereabouts, as before. They feldom take them off 
the ladder, until all the fkin, from the hams to the 
fmall of the back, appears only raw flefli and blood, and 
then they wafh the parts with fait pickle. This ap- 
peared 
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peared to him, from the convulfions it occafioned, more 
cruel than the whipping, but it was done to prevent mor- 
tification. He has known many after fuch whipping fen'c Slava fytb§ 
to the field under a guard and worked all day, with no 
food but what their friends might give them, out «»t tneir *"* 
own poor pittance. He has known them returned to the 
flocks at nighr, and worked next day, fucceflivcly. This 
duel whipping, hardworking, and ftarving has, to his 
knowledge, made many commit filicide. He remem- 
bers fourteen (laves, who, from bad treatment, rebelled 
on a Sunday, ran into the woods, and all cut their 
throats together. 

In fpeaking of the punifhmcnts of the (laves by means 
of the whip and cowfkin, it is impofiiblc to puts over 
the frequency and feverity of them as deferibed in the 
evidence, as well as the lengths to which fome of their 
owners go, upon thefe occafions. 

On the frequency of thefe punifhments fomething may be F, ' l 7'' f ’ , ‘y 
'deduced from the different expreflions which the different 7‘»- 
evidenccs adopt according to their different opportune- ujhmtm . 
ties of obfervation. Many of the field (laves are laid by 
Duncan, Dalrymple, Fitzmaurice, and Rees, to be 
marked with the whip. A great proportion of them is the 
term ufed by Captain Willbn. That they are marked 
commonly or generally , or that the generality of them arc 
marked, are the exprelfions agreed in by the Dean of 
Middleham, Lieutenant Simpfon, Captain Rofs, Captain 
Hall (navy) Captain Giles, Captain Smith, and Lieu- 
tenant Daviion. The greater part of them, fays Jeffreys, 
mo/I of them , fay Coor and Woolrich, bear the marks of 
the whip. Thefe marks again, lays Giles, you will find 
on almojl all the weaker part of the gang ; and Falcon- 
bridge, General Tottenham, and Towne, agree in fay- 
ing, cither that they hardly ever faw any, or that very 
few were to be feen without fears or other marks of the 
whip. 

With refpedl to the feverity of thefe punilhments, it 
may be (hewn by deferibing the nature of the inllru- 
1 meut 
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-Frif'my ment with which they are inflified, and the power it 
T/iblip'u- has, and the effeft it produces wherever it is ferioufly 
applied. 

The whip, fays Woolrich, is generally made of plaited 
cowfkin, with a thick ftrong lafli. It is fo formidable 
an inftrutnent in the hands of fome of the overfccrs, that 
by means of it they can take the (kin off a horfe’s back. 
He has heard them boalt of laying the marks of it in a 
deal board, and he has feen it done. On its application 
on a flave’s back he has feen the blood I’purt out imme- 
diately on the firft ftroke.* 

+ Nearly the fame account of its conftruiSlion is given 
by other evidences, and its power and effedfs are thus 
deferibed. At every (broke, fays Captain Smith, a piece 
offiejh was drawn out. Dalrympk' avers the lame thing. 
It will even bring blood through the breeches , fays J. Terry ; 
aud fuch is the effulion of blood on thole occafions, 
adds Fitzmaurice, as to make their frocks, if immedi- 
ately put on, appear as lliff as buckram-, and Coor ob- 
ferves, that at his firft going to Jamaica, a fight of a com- 
7/to n fogging would put him in a tremble, fo that he did not 
feel right for the rejt of the day. It is oblervcd allb by Dr. 
Harrifon and the Dean of Middleham, that the incifions 
are fometimes fo deep that you may lay your fingers in the 
wounds. There are alfo wheals , fays Mr. Coor, from 
their hams to the Jmall of their backs. Thefe wheals, cuts, 
or marks, are deferibed by Captain Tliompfon, Dean of 
Middleham, Mr. Jeffreys, and General Tottenham, as 
indelible , as la fling to old age , or as fuch as no time can erafe , 
and Woolricn has often (een their backs one undijhn- 
guifhed majs of lumps , holes, and furrows. 

* The military whip, fays General Tottenham, cuts the (kin, whereas 
that for the negroes cuts out the llclh. 

f Dr. Jackfon and others mention another kind of whip in ufe, which 
they deferibe to be like what our waggoners ufe, and 10 he thrown at ihc 
diftance of three or four paces, which the former obferves gieatly inerrafes 
the weight of the lathes. To this whip Captain Cook alludes, when lie 
fays, a desirous (logger could firike fo exafliy as to lodge the point of the 
lath jutl Within the llclh, where it would remain till picked out with lus 
linger and thumb. 

As 
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As farther proofs of the f verity of thefc punifhmcnts*'?' m, 'y 
by the whip or cowfkin, the following fads may be ad- 
duced. Duncan and Falconbridge have known them mjbJmu. 
fo whipped that they could not lie down. Fitzmaurice has 
often known pregnant women fo feverely whipped as 
to have mifearried in confejuence of it. Clappefon alfo 
knew a pregnant woman whipped and delivered on the 
Jpot. Davifon was once fent for to a woman (lave, 
who mifearried from fevere flogging, when both Jhe and 
ihe child died. He knew alfo a new negro girl die of a 
mortification of her wounds two days after tne whipping 
had taken place. A cafe fimilar to the laft is alfo men- 
tioned by Mr. Rees. Finding one day in his walks 
a woman lying down and groaning, he underftood from 
her that (he had been fo feverely whipped for running 
away, that fnc could hardly move from the place where 
{he was. Her left fide, where flic had been mod whip- 
ped, appeared in a mortifying flats, and almojl covered 
with worms. He relieved her, as (he was hungry, and 
in a day or two afterwards going to vifit her again, 
found Jhe was dead and buried. To mention other in- 
flances : a planter fogged his driver to death , and even 
boafted of it to the pcrl’on from whom Mr. Dalrymple 
had the account. Captain Hall alfo (of the navy) 
knows by an inftance that fell under his eye, that a 
fave's death may be occafioned by fevere punifhment. Dr. 

Jackion thinks alfo fevere whippings are fometimes the 
occafion of their death. He rccolle&s a negro dying un- 
der the lafii , or foon afterwards ; and Captain Rofs avers, 
that they often die in a' few days after their fevere punifli- 
ments, for having but little food, and little care being 
taken to keep the fores clean after the whipping, their 
their death is often the confluence. 

Having now collefled what is faid on the punifhmcnts /r v , 
by the whip and cowfkin, it will be proper to mention «« •» 
thofe other modes with which the evidence prefents us. “"“"’/“"‘y 
Thefc, however, are not cafily fubjed to a divifion from W, ‘ 
the great variety of their kinds. 

i. Captain Cook, fpeaking of the towns, fays, he 
has been {hocked to fee a girl of fixtocn or foventcen, 
la a domeftick 
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'Exhw-d<- a domeftick (lave, running in the (beets on her ordinary 
n«'.v pytji- buftnefs with an iron collar , having two hooks projecting 
miuyjirMnji ' jpueral inches both before and behind. 

Captain Rofs, (peaking of the country, has known 
(laves leverely punilhed, then put into the /locks, a cattle 
chain of fixtv or feventy pounds weight put on them, 
and a large color about their necks, and a weight of fifty-, 
fix pounds fattened to the chain when they were drove 

a-field. 

Mr. Cook dates that, when runaways are brought in, 
they arc generally feverely flogged, and fometi lies have 
an iron boot put on one or boih leg', and a chain or collar 
round their neck. The chain is locked, the collar faf- 
tened on by a rivet. When the collar is with three pro- 
j M sns, it is imp-J/ible for them to lie down to feep : even 
with two, th y mujt lie uneafily - He has feen collars with 
fur pr* j-Ciions. He never knew any injury from the 
chain and collar, but feverely galling their necks. He 
, has, however, known a negro lofie his (eg from wearing the 
iron boot. 

i. Mr. Dnlrymple, in June 1789, faw a negrefs 
brought to St. George’s, Grenada, to have her fingers 
cut off. She had committed a fault, and ran away to 
avoid punifhment ; but being taken, her mailer fufpend- 
ed her by the hands , flogged and cut her cruelly on the 
back, belly, bread, and thighs, and then left her fuf pend- 
ed till her fingers mortified. In this date Mr Dalrymple 
faw her at Dr. Gilpin’s houfe. 

3. Captain Rofs has feen a negro woman, in Ja- 
maica, flogged with ebony bujhes (much worlc than our 
own thorn-bufhes) fo that the Jkin of her back was taken 
oft- \ clown to tier beds. She was then turned round and 
flogged from her breaft dorm to her it, a i/I, and in con- 
fequence he faw her afterwards walking upon all fours , and 
unable to get up. 


4. Captain 
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4- Captain Cook being an a vifit lo General &vr<nrdj- 
Frere at an eftate of his in tiarbadoes, and riding one 
morning with the General and two other officers, they u,aU. 
faw near a houfe, upon a dunghill, a naked negro nearly 
J, ujpende.l , by linings from his elbows backwards , to the bough 
of a tree , with his feet barely upon the ground, and an iron 
weight round his neck, at lead, to appearance of 141b. 
weight : and thus without one cn ature near him , or ap- 
parently near the houfe, was this wretch left expofed to 
the noon-day fun. Returning a few hours after, they found 
him J till in the fame ftate , and would have releafqd him, but 
for the advice of General Frere, who had an eftate in the 
neighbourhood. The gentlemen, through difguftj 
fliortened their vifit, and returned the next morning. 

5. Lieutenant Davifon and Mr. Woolrich men- 
tion the thumb-ferew , and Mr. Woolrich, Captain Rofs, 

Mr. Clappefon, and Dr. Harrifon, mention the picket, 
as inftruinents of puniflunent. A negro man, in 
Jamaica, fays Dr. Harrifon, was put on the picket fo long 
as to caufe a mortification of his foot and hand, on fufpicion 
of robbing his mafter, a publick officer, of a fum of 
money, which it afterwards appeared, the mafter had taken 
himfelf. Yet the mafter was privy to the pimifhmenr, 
and the Have had no compcnfation. He was punifhed 
by order of the mafter, who did not then chuje to make it 
known that he himfelf had made ufe of the money. 

6. Jeffreys, Captain Rofs, M. Terry, and Coor, 
mention the cutting off of ears, as another fpecies of pu- 
nifhment. The laft gentleman gives the following in- 
ftance in Jamaica. One of the houfe-girls having broken 
a plate , or Jpilt a cup of tea, the doctor, (with whom Mr. 

Coor boarded ) nailed her ear to a poft. Mr. Coor re- 
monftrated with him in vain. They went to bed, and 
left her there. In the morning fhc was gone, having 
torn the head of the nail through her car. She was foon 
brought back, and when Mr. Coor came to breakfaft, 
he found fke had been very feverely whipped by the dodtor, 
who in fiis fury, clipped both her ears off clofe to her head , 



]. Mr. M. Cook, while in Jamaica, knew a run- 
away (lave brought in, with part of a turkey with 
him, which he had ftolen, and which, Mr. Cook thinks, 
he held /loi n from iiurg-r, eis he was nothin g but Jkin and 
hone. His m after immediately made two negroes hold 
him down, and with a hammer and a punch, knocked out 
two of his upper, and two of his under teeth. 

Mr. Dalrymple was informed by a young woman Have, 
in Grenada, who had no teeth, that her miftrefs had, 
with her own hands, pulled them out , and given her a 
fevcrc flogging bcfidcs, the marks of which (he then 
bore. This relation was confirmed by feveral town’s 
people of whom he inquired concerning it. 

8. Mr. Jeffereys has feen (laves with one of 
their hands off, which he underftood to have been cut off 
for Iff in;' it up again// a white man. Captain Lloyd alfo 

faw at Mrs. Winne's at Mammee Bay in Jamaica, a 
female Have, with hut one hand only, the other having 
been cut off for the fame offence. Mrs. Winne had 
endeavoured to prevent the amputation, but in vain, for 
her indented white woman could not be diffuaded from 
fwearing that the (lave had ftruck her, and the hand was 
accordingly cut off. 

9. Captain Giles, Dodor Jackfon, Mr. Fitzmau- 
rice, and Mr. M. Terry, have feen negroes whofe 
kgs had been euteff, by their mafter’s orders, for running 
a was, and Mr. Dalrymple gives the following account: 
A French planter, fays he, in the Englifh ifland of Grc-. 
nada, fent for a furgeon to cut off the leg of a negro who 
had run away. Un the furgeon’s refuting to do it, the; 
planter took an iron bar, and broke the leg in pieces, and then 
the furgeon cut it off. This planter did many fuch ads 
of cruelty, and all with impunity. 
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to. Mr. Fitzmaurice mentions, among other in- Extr*m!lr 
fiances of cruelty, that of dropping hot lead upon negroes, 
which he often faw pradtifed by a planter of the name of 
Rufhie, during his refidence in Jamaica. 

ii. Mr. Hercules Rofs, hearing one day, in Jamai- 
ca, from an inclofure, the cries of fome poor wretch 
under torture, he looked through, and faw a young fe- 
male fyfandeA ly the wri/I s to a tree , Jvjinging to ami fro. 

Her toes could barely touch the ground, and her body was 
exceedingly agitated. The fight rather confounded him, 
as there was no whipping, and the mafter was juft by feem- 
ingly tnotionlefs ; but, on looking more attentively, he law 
in his hand a flick rf Jire, which he held Jo as occasionally 
to touch her about her private parts as (he fwung. He 
continued this torture with unmoved countenance, until 
Mr H. Rofs, calling on him to dciift, and throwing ftones 
at him over the fence, flopped it. 

12. Mr. Fitzmaurice once found Rufliie, the Ja- 
maica planter before mentioned, in the aSI of hanging 
a negro. Mr. Fitzmaurice begged leave to intercede, as 
he was doing an adtion that, in a few minutes, he would 
repent of. Rufliie, upon this, being a paflionate man, 
ordered him o<F his tftnte. Mr. Fitzmaurice accord- 
ingly went, but returned early the next morning, before 
Rufhie was up, and going into the curing-houfc, beheld 
the fame negro lying dead upon a boar,:'. It was notorious 
that Rufhie had killed many of his negroes, and deftroyed 
them fo faff, that he was obliged to fell his eftate. — ■ 
Captain Rofs fays glib, that there was a Certain planter 
in the fame ifland, who had hanged a negro on a pojf, clofe 
to his hoife , and in three years deftroyed forty negroes, 
out of fixty, by feverity.* The reft of the condudl of 
this planter, as deferibed by Captain Rofs, was, after a 
debate, cancelled by the Committee of .the Roufe of 
Commons who took the evidence, as containing cir- 
cumftanccs too horrible to be given to the world : and 

• It is not improbable, but that Captain Rofs, anti Mr. Fitr.inaurior, 
allude to the Unis per km. 


therefore 



( 7* ) 

j&wmnfi- therefore the reader will find their places fupplied by 
afterifks, in the evidence at large. 

kilidi, 

13. On Shrewfbury eftate, in Jamaica, fays Mr. 
Coor, the overfeer fent for a Have, and in talking 
with him, he haftily ftruck him on the head , with a finall 
hanger , and gave him two flabs about the waift. The 
Have laid, “ Overfeer, you have killed me.” He puflied 
him out of the piazza. The Have went home, and 
died that night. He was buried, and no more faid about 
it. — A manager of an eftate fays, Mr.Woolrich, in Tor- 
tola, whofe owner did not relide on the ifland, fitting at 
dinner, in a fudden refencment at his cook, went diredlly 
to his fword, and ran the negro woman through the body, 
and /he died upon the floor immediately , and the negroes 
were called in to take her away and bury her. 

14. Mr. Giles recolle&s feveral fhocking in- 
ftances of punifhment. In particular, on the eftate 
where he lived, in Montferrat, the driver at day-break 
once informed the overfeer, that one of four or five 
negroes, chained in the dungeon, would not rife. He 
accompanied the overfeer to the dungeon, who fet the 
others that were in the chain to drag him out, and not 
riling when out, he ordered a bundle of cane-trajh to be 
put round him, and fet fire to. As he ftill did not rife, 
he had a fmall foldering iron heated , and thrufl between his 
teeth. As the man did not yet rife, he had the chain 
taken off, and fent him to the nofpital, where he languijbcd 
fome days and died. 

15. An overfeer, on the eftate where Mr. J. 
Terry was in Grenada, (Mr. Coghlan) threw a Have 
into the boiling cane-juice, who died in four days. Mr. J. 
Terry was told of this by the owner’s fon, by the car- 
penter, and by many flaves on the eftate. He has heard 
it often. 


16. Mr. Woolrich fays a negro ran away from 2 
planter in Tortola, with whom he was well acquainted. 
The overfeer having orders to take him dead or alive , a 

while 
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while after Found him in one of his huts, faff afleep, in ixtraanU* 
the day time, and Jhot him through the body. The negro 
jumping up, faid, “ What, you kill me afleep ; ” and u„di/ 
dropped dead immediately. The overfeer took off his 
head, and carried it to the owner. Mr. Wool rich knew 
another infiance in the fame ifland. A planter, offended 
with his waiting man, a mulatto, ftepped fuddenly to his 
gun, on which the man ran off, but his mafter Jhot him 
through the head with a fmglt ball. 

From the above accounts, there are no lefs than ftxteen The part 
forts of extraordinary punifliments, which the imagina- wb " h ,be 
lion has invented in the moments of pallion and caprice. Tab linljc 
It is much to be lamented, that there are others in the funj/lmmir. 
evidence not yet mentioned. But as it is ncceflary to in- 
fert a new head, under which will be explained the concern 
which the very * women take , both in the ordinary and 
extraordinary punifhmcnts of the flaves, and as fome of 
the latter not yet mentioned are infeparably connected 
with it, it was thought proper to cite them under this 
new divifion rather than continue them under the old. 

It will appear extraordinary to the feader, that many 
women, living in the colonics, fliould not only order, and 
often fuperintend, but fometimes actually inffiil with their 
awn bands fome fevere punifliments upon their flaves, and 
that thefe fhould not always be women of a low order, 
but frequently of refpeSlabihty and rank. 

In the inftance of whipping, mentioned by General 
Tottenham, (p. 63) we find the order for it given by 
the wife of a planter, whom the General was vifiting, 
though the hufband had declined it on his part. A lady 
is reprefented by Mr. Cook as having her domeftics 
flogged every M onday morning. Capt. Cooke reprefents 
a woman oj refpeltable condition as fending her fervant to 

* The Editor feels a reluftance in mentioning women on litis occalion, 
but when he conliJcrs how much the explanation of their condufl will 
Ihew the iniquity of the fyllem of flavery, and its baneful influence on 
thofc moll difpofed to benevolence and companion, be feels it a duty to 
proceed in the narration without any Farther apology. 

K be 
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Tk fart be flogged for a nujlah only. Lieutenant Davifon has 
v,hch the jjfjgn known the miftrefs fend her domeftics to be pu- 
Ta?c hubcp nifhed, and without telling them for what. He has feen 
puuijbmcnu. a flavft alfo, both whole noflrils hail been jlit by her miftrefs' s 
order , who was of fame confequence, being the wife of the 
Chief Engineer of the illand, and he alfo remembers a 
new negro girl, flogged by the order of her miftrefs, who 
died in two days afterwards of her wounds. 

Lieutenant Davifon, Captain Smith, and Dr. Jackfon, 
all agree, that it was common for ladies of refpeSiability and 
rani to fuperintend the punijhments of their Jlavcs. Con- 
formably with this, we find Dr. Harrifon ftating to the 
Committee, that a negro, in Jamaica, was flogged to 
death by her miftrefs’s order, who ftood by to fee the 
punifhment. Lieutenant Davifon alfo ftates, that in the 
lame ifland, he has feen feveral negro girls at work with 
the needle, in the prefence of their miftrefl'es, with a 
thumb-ferew on their left thumbs, and he has feen the 
blood gulh out from the ends of them. He has alfo feen 
a negro girl made to kneel with her bare knees on peb- 
bles, and to work there at the fame time ; a fort of punifh- 
ment, he fays, among the domeftics, which he knows to 
be in common ufe. 

On the fubjeft of women becoming the executioners 
of their own fury, Doftor Jackfon obferves, that the firft 
thing that lhocked him in Jamaica was a creole lady, of 
fome confequence, fuper intending the punifhment of her paves, 
male and female, ordering the number of lajhcs , and, with 
her own hands, flogging the negro driver, if he did not 
punijb properly. 

Capt. Cook relates, that two young ladies of fortune, 
in Barbadoes, lifters, one of whom was difpleafed at the 
pregnancy of a female Have belonging to die other, by 
the fon of the furgeon attending the eftate, proceeded to 
fome very derogatory adls of cruelty. With their own 
garters they tied the young woman neck and heels, and 
then beat her almoft to death with the heels of their flioes. 
One of her eyes continued a long while afterwards in 
danger 
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danger of being loft-. They after this continued to ufe 
her ill, confining and degrading her. Captain Cook Xtramlum 
came in during the beating, and was an eye witnefs to it uk, in ihtfe 
himfelf. pmj/kmaU* 

Captain Cook ftates farther, that he faw a woman, 
named Rachel Lauder, beat a female Have mod unmer- 
cifully. Having bruifed her head almojl to a jelly , with 
the heel of her ihoe, fhe threw her with great force on 
the feat of the child’s neceflary, and then tried to / lamp 
her head through the hole , and would have murdered her, 
if not prevented by two officers. The girl’s crime was 
the not bringing money enough from on board /hip, 
where /he was fent by her miltrefs, for the purpofe of 
proflitution. 

Lieutenant Davifon ftates, in his evidence, that the 
clergyman’s wife at Port Royal, was remarkably cruel. 

She ufed to drop hot foaling wax on her negroes, after 
flogging them. He was fent for as furgeon to one of 
them, whofe breaft was terribly burnt with fealing wax. 

He was alfo once called in to a woman /lave, who had 
been tied up all night by her hands, and had been abufed 
with cayenne pepper , by the fame mi/lre/i , and in a way 
too horrid and indecent to mention. He lived next door, 
he ftates alfo, to a wa/her- woman at Port Royal, who 
was almoft continually flogging her negroes. He has 
ofeen gone in and remonftrated again/! her cruelty, when 
he has feen the negra women chained to the wajhing-tubsy 
almojl naledy with their thighs and backs in a gore of blood , 
from flogging. He could mention various other capricious 
punilhments, if neceflary. 

Mr. Forfter, examined on the fame fubjeft, fays he 
has known a creole woman, in Antigua, drop hot Jealing 
wax on a girl’s back, after a flogging. He and many 
others faw a young woman of fortune and character 
flogging a negro man very feverely with her own hands. 

Many umilar inftances he could relate if neceflary. They 
ere almojt innumerable among the domejtick Jluves. 

K a 
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If it fhould be afked for what offences the different 
punifhments now cited have taken place, the following 
anfwer may be given. 

The flaves appear to have been punifhed, as far as can 
be afeertained from the evidence under the head of ordi- 
nary punifhments, for not coming into the field in time , 
not picking a Jufficient quantity of graft , not appearing 
willing to work, when in fact J'tck and not all for ltaying 
too long on an errand, for not coming immediately when 
called, for not bringing home (the women) the full 
weekly fum enjoined by their owners, for running away, 
and fox theft, to which they were often driven by hunger . 

Under the head of “ extraordinary punifhments,” fomc 
appear to have fuft'ered for running envoy, or for lifting 
lip a hand againft a while man, or for breaking a plate, 
or f illing a cup of tea, or to extort confcfftan. Others 
again in the moments of fuddtn refentment , and one on a 
diabolical pretext, which the matter held out to the 
world to conceal his own villainy, and which he knew to be 
/&■ 

Under the head of “ the part which the very women 
take in thefe punifhments,” a female flave is punifhed for 
being found pregnant ; another for not bringing home the 
full wages of proftitution ; another for jealoufy on the part 
of her miftrefs ; others again from an opinion that flaves 
could not be managed without feverity; and others in the 
moments of pallion, without even the allegation of a fault. 
In fhort, it appears that they are often punifhed as caprice 
and paffion didlates, and to fuch lengths do people go 
whofe minds are depraved by the exerciie of unlimited 
power, that we find an inftance in the evidence, related 
by Dr. Harrifon, (who knows alfo others of the kind) of 
a man buying a negro, who belonged to another man, 
but who mimicked him, for the purpofe of gratifying his 
revenge. After having bought him, he ordered him to 
be punifhed, and the confequence was, that the flave cut 
fiis own throat , 


On 
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On the fubjefl of capital offences and punifhments, a CapitJ Of. 
man and a woman (lave are mentioned to have been 
hanged, the man for * running away, and the woman 
for having fecrcted him. The Dean of Middleham faw 
two inftances of (laves being gibbetted alive in chains, 
but he does not fay for what, only that this is the punilh- 
ment for enormous crimes : and Mr. JefFerys, the only 
other perfon who fpeaks on this fiibjed, fays, that he 
was in one of the illands, when fome of the flaves mur- 
dered a white man, and deftroyed fome property on the 
eflate. The execution of thefe he deferibes as follows : 

He was prefent, he fays, at the execution of feven 
negroes in Tobago, in the year 1774, whofe right arms' 
were chopped off' : they were then dragged to feven 
flakes, and a fire, confiding of trafh and dry wood, was 
lighted about them. They were there burnt to death. 

He does not remember hearing one of them murmur, 
complain, cry, or do any thing that indicated fear. One 
of them in particular, named Chubb, was taken in the 
woods that morning, was tried about noon, and was 
thus executed with the reft in the evening. Mr. Jeffreys 
flood clofe by Chubb, when his arm was cut off. Ho 
flretchcd his arm out, and laid it upon the block, pulled 
up the fleeve of his fhirt, with more coolnefs than he, 

( Mr. Jefferys ) ihould have done, if he had been to be 
let blood. He afterwards would not fuffer himfelf to be 
dragged to the flake, as the others had been, but got 
upon his feet, and walked to it. As he was going 
to the flake, he turned about, and addreffed himfelf to 
Mr. Jeffreys, who was (landing within two or three 
yards of him, and f.iid, w Buckra, you fee me now, but 
to-morrow I fhall be like that,” kicking up the duff: 
with his foot. (Here Mr. Jeffreys folemnly added in 
his evidence the words “ So help me God.”) The 
impreffion this made upon his mind, Mr. Jeffreys de- 
clared, no time ever could erafe. Sampfon, who made 
the eighth, and a negro, whofe name Mr. Jeffreys does 

" Slaves running away are punilhed varioully, but on ahfenting them- 
felvcs lor a certain time, they may be punilhed with death. 

not 
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Capita! OJ- not recollect, was prefent at this execution. Sampfon, 
jmui and ncx t morning, was hung in chains alive, and there he 
Punljbnenu. jj Un g till he was dead, which, to the belt of his recol- 
ledtion, was fcven days. The other negro was fen- 
tenccd to be fent to the mines in South America, and, 
he believes, was fent accordingly. Neither of thofe 
two, during the time of the execution, (hewed any marks 
or concern, or difmay that he could obferve. A ftronger 
inftance of human fortitude, he declared, he never faw. 

Slaws turned Having now dated the fubdance of the evidence 
'fatabhaf on (hbjedl of offences and punifliments, we come 
iJitair. J to a cudom which appears too general to be palled over 
in filencc, 

Dalrymple, Forder, Captain Smith, Captain Wilfon, 
and General Tottenham, affert that it is no uncommon 
thing for perfons to negledl and turn off' their (laves when 
pad labour. They are turned off, (ay Captain Wilfon, 
Lieutenant Davifon, and General Tottenham, to plunder , 
leg, or ftarve. Captain Cook has known fome take 
care of them ; but fays, others leave them to flarve and 
die. They are often defired when old, (ays Mr. Fitz-. 
maurice, to provide for themfelves, and they fuffer much. 
Mr. Clappefon knew a man who had an old, decrepid 
woman (lave, to whom be would allow nothing. When 
pad labour, the owner did not feed them, fays Giles ; and 
Cook dates that, within his experience, they had no food 
but what they could get from fuch relations as they might 
have had. This is the account given by the different 
witneffes ; and accordingly we find fome of the fuper- 
annuated (laves on the different edates, who wanted every 
thing (Harrifon); others begging (Rees); others digging in 
the dunghill for food, (Dalryrr.ple); and others lying, mi- 
ferable objects, about the ivharfs and beaches, and in the 
roads and fleets (Jeffreys, J. Woodward and Cook). 
General Tottenham has often met them, and, on.ee. in 
particular, an old woman, pad labour, who told him that 
her madcr had fet her adrift to Jhifi for bcrfelf. He faw 
her about three days afterwards, lying dead in the fame 
place. This cudom of turning then? off when old and 
helplcfa 
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helplefs is called in the iflands (Captain Wilfcn and Siam mm- 
Captain Lloyd) “ Giving them free.” 

As a proof how little the life of an old jlavc is regarded 
in the Weft Indies, we may make the following ext raft 
from the evidence of Mr. Coor. Once when he was 
dining with an overfeer, an old woman who had run 
away a few days, was brought home, with her hands tied 
behind. After dinner, the overfeer, with the clerk, 
named Bakewell, took the woman, thus tied, to the 
hot-houfe, a place for the fick, and where the ftocks are 
in one of the rooms. Mr. Coor went to work in the 
mill, about one hundred yards off, and hearing a moft 
diftrefsful cry from that houfe, he afked his men, who 
and what it was. They faid they thought it was old 
Quafheba. About five o’clock the noife ceafed, and 
about the time he was leaving work, Bakewell came to 
him, apparently in great fpirits, and faid, “ Well, Mr. 

Coor, Old Quafheba is dead. We took her to the 
ftocks-room ; the overfeer threw a rope over the beam ; 

I was Jack Ketch, and hauled her up, till her feet were 
off the ground. The overfeer locked the door, and took 
the key with him, till my return juft now, with a Have 
for the ftocks, when I found her dead.” Mr. Coor faid, 

“ You have killed her, I heard her cry all the after- 
noon.” He anfwered, “ D — n her for an old b — b, 

Jhe was good for nothing ; what ftgnifies killing fuch an 
eld woman as her.” Mr. Coor faid, “ Bakewell, you 
fhock me,” and left him. The next morning his men 
told him, they had helped to bury her. 

But it appears that the aged are not the only perfons 
whofe fate is to be commiferated, when they become of 
no value ; for people in youth, if difabled, are abandoned 
to equal mifery. General Tottenham, about three 
weeks before the hurricane, faw a youth, about nine- 
teen, walking in the ftreets, in a moft deplorable flota- 
tion, entirely naked , and with an iron collar about his neck y 
with five long projediing fpikes. His body, before and be- 
hind, his breech, belly, anil thighs, were almojl cut to pieces, 
and with running fibres all over them, and you might put 
your 
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J/jw-j turn- yiur jnger in fame of the wheals. He could not fit down $ 
at off wh en BU) ; H g t0 /jj s breech being in a fate of mortification , and it 
Labour, vias impofiblefor him to lie down , from the projection of 
the prongs. The boy came to the General and afked re- 
lief. He was Jhocked at his appearance , and afked him 
what he had done to fujfer fuel) a punifment, and who in- 
fli&ed it. He faid it was his mafter, who lived about 
two miles from town, and that as he could not work, he 
would give him nothing to eat. 

If it be pofllble to view human depravity in a worfe 
light than it has already appeared in on the fubjedt of the 
treatment of the (laves when difabled from labour, it 
may be done by referring to the evidence of Capt. Lloyd, 
who was told by a perlon of veracity, when in the Weft 
Indies, but whom he did not wifh to name in his evi- 
dence, that it was the practice of a certain planter to 
frame pretences for the execution of his old worn out favesj 
in order get the * if and allowance. And it was fuppofed 
that he dealt largely in that way. 

Save link or Having now cited both the ordinary and extraordi- 
’gJnJl lit nar y punifliments inflidted upon the (laves, it may be 
wage if any prefumed that fome one will afk here, whether, under 
/“"■ thefe various afts of cruelty, they are wholly without 
redrefs? To this the following aufwer may be given— « 
That, with refpedt to the ordinary punifliments, by the 
whip and cowfkin (where they do not terminate in 
death) the power of the mafter or overfecr is under little 
or no controul. 

Firft, Becaufe, as we have already feen, they can 
order or inflift punifliment for any, even imaginary, of- 
fences. 

Secondly, Becaufe the law of thirty-nine lafhes (the 
greateft number allowed to be given to a (lave, at any one 
time) is a mere farce, and never attended to by matters 

* The iflarul allowance in Jamaica to the mailer ia 40I. currency for 
any one of his Haves if executed for a breach ol the laws. 

or 
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or owners, if they fhould think it proper to inflift more ; g avl /,/,& w 
for, Woolrich fays, that thcchiefwhipperlays on their back mralrtfi 
forty, fifty, fixty, or more lathes, at thepleajure of the owner a t‘"f ' ,l 
or overfeer. Captain Rofs has known negroes receive two ° a " r 
hundred lafhes, where the law would give only thirty- 
nine. Mr. Cook has known a field Have receive turn 
hundred lafhes, by order of the overfeer, and a domeftick 
fifty, by order of his mijtrefs. Mr. M. Terry alfo ob- 
fervcs, that the law was reftrifted to thirty-nine, but it 
was not in the leaf attended to during his experience. 

He has, in fhort,/«« it broken repeatedly . The fame lan* 
guage is alfq (poken by others. 

Thirdly, Becaufe, if there fhould be fome, who bear 
the law in their minds, at the time of punifhing, they 
evade it by various means. Whipping, fays Mr. Fitz- 
inaurice, was underftood to be limited to thirty-nine 
lafhes ; but it was often evaded, by putting the negro into 
the ftocks , and giving him thirty-nine for the fame offence , 
next day. We find alfo, by Captain Rofs’s account, a 
magjtrate , and of courfe, a guardian of the laws, evading 
it in like manner, for that gentleman has feen John 
Shackle, Efq. a magiflrate in Jamaica, flogging a negro 
three times in one day, namely at breakfaft, dinner, and at 
fix in the evening : but the negro was in the ftocks between 
the floggings. Captain Cook alfo exprefsly fays, that 
the law may be B evaded by fplitting a crime into many , 
and, by intervals, dividing the times of punffhment , and of 
this, where Oaves are punifhed at home, he fays there arc 
daily inftances. Returning home one evening late with 
Major Fitch of the 90th regt. they heard moft dreadful 
cries, and, on approaching the fquare at Bridge-town, 
found they proceeded from the houfe of a man that fold 
liquor, and heard the repeated lafhes of a whip, on a crea- 
ture whom they conceived to be dying. On their re- 
queuing admiffion, the cruelty feemed to be wantonly in- 
creafed, which fo provoked them that they broice open 
the door, and found a negro girl of about nineteen chain- 
ed to the floor, almofl: expiring with agony and lofs of 
blood. The man taking refuge behind his counter from 
their indignation, and thinking himfclf free fro'ni the 
L law. 
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tfae little law, immediately cried out with exultation, that he had 
* r »" "J‘ lr . c l‘ only given her thirty-nine lajbes at one time , and that only 
wt’ctJMj three times fince the beginning of the night. He then 
/«•/. J threatened them for breaking his door, and interfering be- 
tween him and his Jlave , whom he would fog to death for 
all any one , and he would give her the fourth thirty-nine 
lafhes before morning, which muft have killed her, as 
fhe feemed then to be dying. In fhort, to ufe the lan- 
guage of the different evidences, it appears that the (laves 
have no legal redrefs, in the cafe alluded to, againft their 
matters and miftrefles, the latter of whom, even when 
they become the executioners on fuch occafions, are not 
received for it the worfe in fociety. Perhaps, fays Dr. 
Jackfon, “fuel? a one might be called a termagant, but Jhe 
was not the lefs refpccled. It tuns indeed thought nec/Jfary 
for an indufrious wife to be rigid in the punifment of her 
faves. It is impoflible to omit mentioning here that 
Lieutenant Davifon was fo hurt at the fevere and fre- 
quent whippings of one of thefe women, that he com- 
plained to a magiftrate, who faid he had nothing to do 
•with it. 

With refpefl to the overfeer, whom we have feen 
alfo exercifing a diferetionary power, he is certainly fub- 
jedl to the controul of the matter, if he refidcs, and in 
cafe of his non-refidence, to that of the attorney of the 
eftate : but then, faysJ.T erry, the Haves, if fe verely punifh- 
ed for trifling faults, dare not complain of him to the matter 
For fear of worfe treatment. J. Terry has known them 
punijhed by their mafer for fo doing, and fent back to 
the plantation, though their complaints were juft. Mr. 
Cook alfo has known flaves punifsed for complaining to 
the mafer, and, in his abfence, to the attorney againf the 
overfeer, for ill ufage. If again, fays Coor, the flaves 
complain to the attorney, and the attorney liftens, the 
overfeer fays he will leave the fate. He has alfo feen 
the attorney wink at the oppreffion of the flaves, becaufe 
he has a per centage on the crop, and the more the over- 
feer pufhes them, the more the attorney gains. The 
fame per centage on the crop is acknowledged alfo by 
Lieut. Davifon. Captain Rofs nevcrthelcfs ftates that 
overfeer^ 
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overfeers are often turned away for fevere whippings, u mc 
but he is the only one of the evidences who fays I'o, and or no ndrejs 
it appears that there mull be frequently great obftacles •g""!'" 
to this; for it is obferved by Davifon, Fitzmaurice, and'jjff 0 ' 
Cook, that fome attornies live thirty, forth or fifty m '^ s 
from the ejlate , and of courfe that the Haves * cannot go 
to complain , and that the fame three gentlemen, together 
with Coor, J. Terry, and Duncan, date that on fome 
eftates one perfon holds the office of attorney and 
overfeer at the fame time, where his power is of courfe 
under no controul. 

As to fuch of the extraordinary punifhmcnts before 
mentioned as did not terminate in death, fuch as picket- 
ing, dropping hot fealing-wax on the flefh, cutting off 
ears and the like, it appears that (laves had no redrefs 
whatever, for that thefe a&ions alfo on die part of the 
mafters were not deemed within the reach of the law. 

In the in (bailee cited of the Dodtor clipping off the ears 
of a female (lave, no more notice was taken of it, fays Coor, 
than if a dog's ears had been cut off j though it niuft have 
been known to the magiflrates. In the dreadful inftancc 
alfo cited of a planter’s breaking his Have’s leg by an 
iron bar, to induce the furgeon to cut it off, as a punifli- 
ment, Mr. Dalrymple obferves that it was not the pub- 
lick opinion, that any punifhment was due to him on that 
account, for though it was generally known, he was equally 
well received in focicty afterwards as before ; and in the 
cafe alfo mentioned of the owner torturing his female 
Have by the application of a lighted torch to her body, 

Mr. H. Rofs dates, only that this owner was not a 
man of charafter : with refpedt to his differing by the 
law, he obferves that he was never brought to any trial 
for it ; and he did not know that the law then extended to 
the punifhment of whites for fuch a£1s as thefe. 

With rcfpedl to fuch of the punilhments as have ter- 
minated in death, the reader will be able to collebt, 

*» If a (lave (liould be fecn any day except Sunday wandering about, 
and even then without a ticket, he would be taken up, pul into gaol, and . 
advprtifed as a runaway. 

L a what 
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Have little what power the matters and overfeers, and what pro- 
wUiflm l ' ie Haves have had by the law, from the follow- 

ujagc of any ing accounts. 

There are no lefs then /even fpecifick infiances men- 
tioned in the evidence, in which flaves died in confequence 
of the whipping they received, and yet in no one of them 
was the murderer brought to an account. One of the per- 
petrators is mentioned by Mr. Dalrymple as having 
boafled of what he had done ; and Dr. Jackfon fpeaks of 
the other in thefe words. “ No attempts, fays he, were 
made to bring him to jujlice : people f aid it was an unfortu- 
nate thing, and were ftrprizcd he was not snore cautious, 
as it was not the firft thing of the kind that had happened 
to him , but they dwelt chief y on the proprietor' s lofs 

In fuch of the extraordinary punifhmcnts, as termi- 
nated iii death, there are no lefs than [even fepecifck in- 
flances alfo in the evidence. In one of them viz. that of 
throwing the flave into the boiling cane-juice, we find 
from Mr. J. Terry, the overfeer punifhed, but his pu- 
nifhment confifted only of replacing the flave and leaving 
bis owner’s Jervice . In that of killing the flave by light- 
ing a fire round him and putting a hot folder in;: iron into 
his mouth, the overfeer’s condudt, fays Mr. Giles, was 
not even condemned by his matter, nor in any of the reft, 
were any means whatfoever ufed to punifli the offenders. 
In the three mentioned by Mr. Woolrich he particularly 
fays, all the white people in the ifland were acquainted with 
thefe falls. Neither of the offenders, however, were called 
to an account, nor were theyjhunned in Jbcietyfor it, or con- 
fldered as in difgrace. 

In going over the evidence we find three or four other 
inftances, not yet cited in this chapter. The firft is that 
of an huckfter in Antigua, who murdered his woman 
Have with circumttances of the tno/l atrocious barbarity. 

This man however was tried, convicted, and -fined. 

He is reprefented by Mr. Forfter, as having been uni- 
verfally blamed,' but he was dealt with as ufual in the 
tourfe of trade. 


At 
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At Grenada in the town of St. George, a mafon, Huk 
named Chambers, killed a negro in the middle of the day 
and Mr. Dalrymple believes in the church yard, but no, fat of ay 
notice was taken of it. * fort. 

Two flaves, fays Captain Cook, were murdered and 
thrown into the road during his reftdence in Barbadoes : 
yet no legal inquiry ever took place that he heard of. 

He was repeatedly informed by the inhabitants that 
they did not chufe to make, examples of white men there, 
fearing it might be attended with dangerous confe- 
quences. 

Going over the evidence we come at laft to an in- 
ftance (and the only in/lance of the kind mentioned) of a 
white man being hanged for the murder of another’s (lave ; 
and it is very remarkable, that he Ihould be reprefented 
as having been hanged more becaufe he was an obnoxiout 
man , than that the murder of a Have was confidered as a 
crime : for Mr. Dalrymple Hates that the Chief Juftice 
of the Ifland (Grenada) told him, he believed if this 
murderer, whofc name was Bacchus i J refton, had been a 
man of good charadter, or had had friends or money to 
have paid for the flave, he would not have been brought to 
trial. He was of a very bad cbaraEler and had been 
obliged to leave Barbadoes upon that account. At Gre- 
nada he had been a Bailiff' s follower , and, from his rigour 
in executing his office and bad character, he was particu- 
larly obnoxious to the inhabitants of the town of St. George. 

Such appears to have been, in the experience of the dif- 
ferent evidences cited, the forlorn and wretched (ituation 
of the flaves. They often complain, fays Dr. Jackfon, 
that they are an opprelled people ; that they Juffer in this 
•world, but expeil happinefs in the next ; whilft they de- 
nounce the vengeance of God on the white men their op- 
preffors : if you fpeak to them of future punifhments they 
fay, tc Why Jhouli a poor negro be punijhed ; he does no 
wrong ; fiery cauldrons , and fuch things, are referved 
for white people, as punijhmentsfor the opprejfion of flaves." 
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mr" 'mr'd’n ^ a ^ :cc ' here, whether fome new laws have 

Mrahiflili not lately palTcd the legislature of fome of the idands 
vfagt ofay with a view of amending the fituation of the (laves, it 
•/"'> rauft be anfwered in the affirmative. The firft is the 
celebrated confolidated aft of Jamaica, and the other is 
an aft of the aflembly of Grenada, entitled “ an aft for 
the better proteftion and promoting the increafe and po- 
pulation of (laves.” Thefe afts, however, the evidence 
obliges us to obferve, never originated in any intention to 
ferve the Jlaves , and are in reality of little or no ufe. 

Captain Giles, who was in Jamaica both before and 
fince the paffing of the confolidated aft, gives his evi- 
dence without any diftinftion of this epoch, and as if no 
difference had happened in the treatment of the (laves. 

Mr. Cook, long refident alfo in the fame idand, and 
fince the paffing of the aft, knows of no legal protection 
that Jlav-s have againtl injuries from their mailers. 

Mr. Clappefon, examined exprefsly on the fubjeft, 
(ays that he was in Jamaica when the aflembly pafled 
the confolidated law. He has often heard it was pafled 
becaufe of the Jlir in England about the Jlave-trade. He 
never heard that any regard was paid to it, (laves being 
f ill treated as before : nor did he ever hear of any profe- 
cutiotl for fuch difregard. He recollefts an inftance of 
difregard to it, which came under his eye. The owner 
of an old and decrepid female (lave would allow her nei- 
ther viftuals nor clothing; upon which he advifed a fon 
of the woman to complain to a magiftrate, who would 
perhaps order her to be taken care of, if he regarded 
the law ; but he believes he was deterredfrom fear of pu- 
nijbment , as that owner treated his (laves very hardily in 
general. 

With refpeft to the other aft, namely that palled in 
Grenada, Mr. [. Terry fays, that the opinion thereupon 
paffing it was, that it never would have the intended effect. 
He did not obferve it make any difference , except in the 
half days in the week. The clergyman of the parifli 
where 
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where he redded, never performed the duty the all impofed time, link 
on them, and he never heard of any complaints againft" '??^ 
them for the non-performance of it. a Jj£, f ^ 

Mr. Dalrymplc dates he was in Grenada, in 1788, 
when the aft was palled. The principal objeftion, and 
which he repeatedly heard, to its palling was, that it 
might make the Haves believe, that the authority of their 
majlers was teffened : but otherwife, many thought it 
would be of little ufe , as it was a law made by themfelves 
againjl themfelves , and to be executed by themfelves : they 
obferved belides, that fuch laws were unneceflary for the 
proteftion of negroes who were treated well ; and that 
others had fo many opportunities of evading the law (the 
evidence of negroes not being admitted) that it would be of 
no ufe. At the time of palling the faid aft, the propofal 
in the Britifh Parliament for the abolition of the flave- 
trade was a matter of general difeuflion in the ifland : 
and he believes Was a principal reafon for pajftng it. Mr. 
Dalrymplc believes it will prove ineffectual : becaufe, as 
no negro evidence is admitted , thofe who abufe them will 
fill do it with impunity ; and people, who live on terms 
of intimacy, would diflike the idea of becoming fpies and 
informers againjl each other. 

All the fafts having been now cited, and the obfer- 
▼ations made, which it was intended to introduce into 
this chapter, it may be concluded in the words of the 
Rev. Mr. Stuart, and General Tottenham. 

The former fays, he his warranted in declaring the ne- 
groes an opprelt'ed and much injured race, and in no 
better eftimation than labouring cattle, and every de- 
feription of their treatment he has met with falls Jhort of 
their real flate. He read Mr. Ramfay’s Eflay in manu- 
feript at. St. Kitt’s, and comparing it on the Jpot with the 
treatment of the Daves, he thought it too favourable. 

The latter Dated to the Committee, that he thought 
the Daves in Barbadoes were treated with the greatefl bar- 
barity, and that he was very pofitive that the imprelfion 
concerning 
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Hi retfo/Ze concerning their treatment was made on his mind at the 
time and on the /pot, for he repeatedly told the people of 
vj^to/any Bridgetown, that he hoped to live to fee the unfortunate 
l*a. {taxation of thefe poor wretches taken up by fame Mem- 
ber of Parliament , and that Ihould fuch an event take 
place, he Jimild look upon it as his duty to offer a volun- 
tary declaration of what he knew of the matter. 


CHAP. IX. 
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CHAP. V. 

tVhether the Natives of Africa , thus procured ', tran/ported, 
and enjlaved, are not equal to the Europeans in Capacity, 
Feeling , AffeSlion, and Moral Character, and whether if 
Individuals fliould be found inferior in Moral Character, 
it be not owing to their Connexion with the latter, or ti 
the Trade in Slaves * 


M R. WADSTROM thinks the unde [-(landings of Natives of 
the natives of Africa capable of equal improvement “t" tl 
with thofe of the whites, and, as a proof, he ftates feveral Emofnam in 
of the manufactures, which they carry on from the River capociiy, 
Senegal to the River Sallum. 

The natives, fays he, ire particularly (kilful in manu- ■ 
fa&uring gold and iron. The art of working the forriler, 
he believes, they derived from the Moors, but they are ‘bar *1 
now almoft the foie artifts themfelves, having never feen “"'"O’ 
but one Moor working in that branch. They are equal 
to any European goldfmith in filagree or trinket work, 
and even in other articles, fuch as buckles, except in the 
chafTes, tongues, and anchors, which they do not manu- 
fadture fo well. The iron which they forge is on anvils 
of a remarkable hard and heavy wood, when they cannot 
get ftone for the purpofe. 


M 


They 
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Ptniid by They manufacture alfo cloth and leather with uncom- 

mon neatnefs. The former they dye alfo blue, yellow, 
'tl'tir owu brown, and orange. The cloth is made beft at Sallum. 
cmniry. 'I'hc latter they tan and work into fandals, and into a 
variety of ufeful and ornamental articles. 

Befides the above, they are fleilful in making indigo and 
foap. They malic alfo pottery ware, and prepare fait for 
their own ufc from the fca water. 

They make alfo canoes, but as wood of a fufficient 
clofc texture is feldom found on the fca fir ore, they make 
them principally in the interior parts. Here they fliape, 
but do not hollow them. When fhaped, they are dragged 
by a number of the natives for weeks together (each 
village generally undertaking to drag them to the next, 
and receiving in return partly European merchandize, and 
partly fifh and fait) till they come to the fca lhore. The 
ropes, with which they drag them, arc made of a kind 
of aloe, growing abundantly in the country, and when 
well made by the natives, they are exceeding ftrong and 
good. 

Mr. Wadftrom offered to produce, if ncceflary, fpc- 
ciraens of leveral of the above manufactures, which he 
had brought with him from the coaft. 

Nearly the fame accounts are given of their manufac- 
tures by Dalrymple, Kternan, and Captain Willon : and 
Hall, Newton, Surgeon Willon, Sir George Young, 
Falconbridge, Captain Thompfon, andTowne, ( without 
enumerating many of their manufactures like the former) 
declare their capacities, either to be good, or equal to theft 
of the Europeans. 

With refpect to their feeling and affedtion one inftance 
fjf.'f: "" may be taken from Mr. Falconbridge. Being fent to 
choofc fomc. Haves out of a yard at Cape Coalt Caftle, 
he objedted to one that was meagre, and put him afule. 
Mr. Falconbridge obferving a tear fteal down the man’s 
.cheek, which the man alfo endeavoured to conceal, 
inquired 



( 9t ) 


inquired of him the rcalbn, — upon which he (aid lie was rflfn ™ 
going to be parted from his brother. 

As a fecond inftance, Surgeon Wilfon (ays, that at 
Bonny, one of the people called Breechies, of the higher 
clafs, was brought on board. He feeined to take his 
fituation to heart, and became i!l ; but from indulgencies, 
which none of the reft had, he partly recovered. When 
he was convalefccnt, a young woman was alfo brought 
on board, who proved to be his filter. On their firft 
mceting, they ftood in filcnce, and looked at each other 
apparently with the greateft affe&ion ; — they rulhcci into 
each others arms — embraced — leparated thcmfelves again, 

— and again embraced. Surgeon Wilfon perceived the 
tears to run down the female’s cheeks. The man had a 
return of his former complaint, and his filler attended 
him with the greateft care. The firft thing flie did of a 
morning, was to come to Surgeon Wilfon, and alk how 
her brother did. He at length died — on the news of this, 
his filler wept bitterly, tore her hair, and (hewed other 
figns of diftraCtion. They carried her fafe to South 
America, and there delivered her as a flavc. 

As a third inftance, that mentioned by J. Parker may 
be introduced, (page 44) of the poor woman turning her 
head on one fide, when obliged by the whip to drop her 
dead child overboard, and weeping afterwards for many 
hours. 

Mr. Wadftrom Is clearly convinced, that the natives 
of Africa actually furpafs in affection fuch of the Euro- 
peans as he has known. 

On the moral character of the natives, Mr. Wadftrom >'» 
favs, that they are very hone.fl and bofpitable . He has 
often paffed days and nights alone with them without the 
lead fear, and was treated with all civility and kindnefs. 

Captain Wilfon calls them grateful and affectionate ., — 
They treated him mod kindly, he fays, when many miles 
up their country, and unprotected, vying with each other 
M 2 in 
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•Alt'* in entertaining him, and numbers fhed tears at his 

d r rt " re - 

Captain Thompfon, in fpeaking of them, calls them 
harmle/s and iunoi vt. Storey, Dalrympie, Howe, T o wne, 
and Bowman- join in the epithets of “ Friendly and hof- 
pilnhle to which the latter adds, “ jttjl and punctual in 
their dealings ; and they are defcribed by Hall to be as 
capable of virtue as the w:. Us. 

Mmicba- S uc h appears to be the moral character of the Africans 
. when they have buc little intercourfe with the Europeans, 
co or the trade in Haves : but /< ticybecme conn cited with 

acftoiw cJ the e , it appears by the evidence, that it becomes propor- 
Ei' pan t.onab/y changed. 
or tin Trade 

in Slava. In proof of this, Mr. Newton obferves, that the 
natives are often friendly, and may be trufted, where not 
previously deceived by the Europeans. He has lived in 
fafety among them when the only white man there. The 
bejl people he ever met with were on the River Gaboon 
and at Cape Lopez. Thefe had then the leaf intercourfe 
viith Europe , and he believes no trade in J laves , for their 
trade was ivory and wax, and he has heard them fpeak 
in emphatick terms againjl the other. 

Dr. Trotter fays, they arc fufceptible of all the focial 
virtues , and he has feen no bad habits, but among thofe 
(ope inftance excepted ) who were engaged in trade with 
the whites. 

Lieutenant Storey fays, that they are more honeft in- 
land than upon the Jhore. 

They are alfo defcribed by Mr. Towne to be in general 
hofpitable and kind, but to differ as our own people in 
chara&er. Thofe. who live inland , are innoc.nt: thofe 
on the coajl learn to be roguijh , which he aferibes to their 
intercourfe with the Europeans. 

Thq 
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The fame accounts are alfo given of them after their Thh Ejft- 
arrival in the Weft Indies. Giles and Woolricii obferve 
their in tellers to be good-, and Harrifon, Jackfon, Duncan, bavt’jun 
Stuart, Cook, the Dean of Middleham, and Rees, to be ' hcm 
equal to thofe of the European t. The fame equality tO^TJ^j 
the whites is mentioned hy Harrifon, Cook, i .'uncan, the W/i 
and Davies, to hold good with refpedt to their difpofitions 
alfo. Generofity , fidelity , and gratitude , are allowed them 
by Stuart. Thefe virtues Dr. Jackfon enumerates, and 
adds charity to all in di/lrefs, and a ftrong attachment on 
the part of the f a> ents to their children. Baillie infifts on 
the fame , of which he gives fome inftances, and Wool- 
rich, after ftating that he knows of no exception to their 
pofleffing the Jocial affeStims as firon ;ly as the whites , fays, 
that he never knew an African, who could exprefs him-* 
felf, but allowed of a Supreme Being. 

To this account may be added the words of Captain 
Smith, who fays, he always confidered them as a keen, 
fenfiblc, well-difpofed people, where their habits were not 
filiated by cruel ujage on the part of the Europeans , 


CHAP. VI, 
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CHAP. VI. 

Whether the Natives of Africa have not many and valuable 
Productions in their own Country, in which they could 
offer a Trade to the Europeans in the Place of the Trade 
in Slaves . 


A MONG the Preclusions of Africa, mentioned by 
the different evidences, may be reckoned millet of 
various forts, pttlfe, Indian corn-, and rice.* Of the laft 
of thefe articles it appears to have been proved often by 
experiment, that it is much heartier and better than the 
Carolina. 


In the next clafs may be reckoned cotton , indigo, tobacco , 
and the Jugar cane. Dalrymple fays of the cotton, that it 
is cftcemed far /uperior to that from the Wejl Indies. He 
fays the fame of the l'ugar cane, and as to the indigo, it 
is confidcred to be equal to that from Guatimala. 

In the next clafs may be mentioned black pepper, the 
fame as from the Eait Indies, long pepper, Malaguetta , 
or grains of Par ad ip, red pepper of various forts, but 
particularly the Cayenne, a fpecics of ginger, cardamuuts, 
•wild nutmegs , and cinnamon. Mr. Hocv fays of the cin- 
namon, that one fort of it is not inferior to that imported 
from the Eajl Indies. Some of the former brought to 


** The African rice 
hulk is taken off. 


has a red hull:, but is beautifully white when the 
England 
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England fetched a better price them the latter. He has TratuSmt 
feen the real cinnamon both at Bombay and Cambay, /, I” ,a ‘ 
brought there as prefents from Ceylon, and lays, that the 
bark, leaves, and whole ftru&ure of the tree are alike in 
Africa and the Ea/l Indies. He has no doubt whatever 
but that * fpices in general might be cultivated with 
great fuccefs in the African foil and climate. 

In the fourth clafs it may be mentioned that there are 
gums of various kinds, but particularly the gum copal. 
AJfafestida alfo is to be found in Africa, and Mr. Wadftrotii 
ali'erts, that the celebrated Dr. Spaarman, his fellow- 
traveller, among nearly three thoufand plants, which he 
collected there for the Cabinet of Natural Hillory of the 
Royal Academy at Stockholm, found a great part , if not 
the whole, of the Materia Medico, as well as drugs for 
various manufacturing ufes. 

In the fifth clafs may be included woods and roots. 

Among thefe are mentioned iron, wood, bar-wood, cam- 
wood, and ebony : alfo various woods, roots, and vegeta- 
bles for dying : the root of a plant called Fooden, dyes 
fcarlet, and the ftalks of it a beautiful yellow. There 
are alfo orange and brown dyes produced from vegetable 
productions, which grow in fuch abundance, fays Mr. 
Wadftrom, in the dominions of Darnel, that his whole 
army is dreiled in cloth that is dyed from thefe. The 
fame gendeman mentions alfo a kind of bean, in his 
pofleflion, which is alfo ufed in dying, and carried on 
camels for this purpofe, in quantities, to Morocco. There 
are alfo timber trees. Of the latter a fpecies of the 
Ticktonia grandis is found in plenty all over the Gold 
Coaft. This wood is confidered as the be/l in the world 
for Jbip building , the worm neither touching, nor the iron 
corroding it. Sir George Young fays, in addition to 
this, that he has found a great deal of fine timber fit for 
fliip-building on other parts of the coaft, and he once 
faw a vcllel aClually built of the woods of Sierra Leon. 

* Captain Thompfon ouly heard of the wild nutmegs being there, 
whereas the other articles have been both feen and collected. 

Befides 
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TrotuRims Befidcs thefe, it is afierted by feveral ef the evidences, 
tfjfrua. t [, erc are beautiful woods for cabinet work, and Mr. 

How dates, that there are many parts of Africa, where 
the foil is the fame as that in the Province of Guzzerat 
in the Eaft Indies, where he found the real fandal-wood. 

To the productions above may be added, in a fixth 
clafs, wax, honey , palm-oil, ivory , and gold ; and in a 
feventh, plantanes , yams, fweet potatoes, eddoes, cajjada, 
cocoa nuts, bananas, pine apples, oranges , limes , wild grapes, 
and all other tropical productions. 


CHAP. VII. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Whether the Native s of Africa have not a fufficient fpirit 
of Commerce., as vjell as a fuff dent Portion of lnduftry 
among them , to embark in a new Trade in the Produc- 
tions of their own Country ; but whether the Slave-trade 
be not an infuperable Impediment thereto. 


M R, WADSTROM obferves of the natives of Nmhabove 
Africa, that they have an extraordinary g-uius for , '* t 'd}'y mii 
commerce , and that their indudry is in all regards pro- cl'JmLc 
portionate to their demands. fujidtia fir 


Confidently with this idea, wc find fome of them not 
only cultivating fufficient provifions for thcml'eives, but 
an overplus for certain towns (Kiernan, Wad ft tom, 
Wilfon, and Howe); others cultivating corn and rice 
for the (hipping that come among them, (Kiernan, 
Falconbridgc, Dove, Bowman, Waddrom, Hall, New- 
ton); others bringing large bundles of rice on tueir 
heads of forty or fifty pounds weight from the inland 
country to the fea Ihore, and then travelling back loaded 
with European goods, (Hall, Storey, Bowman) ; others 
going in armed bodies even a month’s journey inland 
with various articles for traJe, (Storev) ; others wooding 
and watering the (hips, ^alconbridgc) ; and others hiring 
themfelves out to the Europeans to work at a low price 
both in boats and on the ihore, (Newton, Sir George 
Young, and Thompfon.) 


In fliort, fays Hall, they were never indolent when 
they could work to advantage. They were willing to do 
any thing, fays Morley, for which they had a profpie.: of 
N being 


Naiivahtvi being paid. They were always induflrious, fays Dal- 
Indijliyatid r y m ple, where there was a demand. Bowman believes 
£mnmt ^ey would have put more land into cultivation than 
fu’ifuknt for they did when he was there, had a greater /apply of rice 
k nnaT,aite. i ten wanted by the fhipping — they told him that they 
fhould like to trade more in their own produce ; and 
Falconbridge is fo lure, that, if properly encouraged , they 
would make any change the Europeans pleafed, that he 
is himfef going again to Africa to make the experiment. 

Mr. Kiernan fpeaks in the fame terms. They culti- 
vate, fays he, cotton, indigo, and tobacco , but this they do 
for themfelves only ; for though they are never backward 
when encouraged, yet the Europeans have encouraged 
them only to raife provifions, and never the other articles. 

It is evident then, from the above accounts, that the 
Trade infu- wa " 1 °f encouragement is at leaft one reafon why the na- 
fcrabuLpe- tives of Africa do not eftablilh a trade in the productions 
tht'"!o t ' ieir own countr y> as enumerated in the laft chapter. 

Now this want of encouragement we trace from Wad- 
ftrom finally to proceed from the trade in flaves , for fuch 
conftant encouragement he obferves is given by the mer- 
chants to the Have trade, and the minds of the natives 
are in confequence fo wholly occupied in it, that little or 
no encouragement remains for the other. 

Sir George Young, and Lieutenant Storey, both come 
to the fame conclufion ; and Lieutenant Simpfon avers, 
that on repeatedly afking the black traders what they 
would do if the Jlavc trade were abolijhed , he was re- 
peatedly anfwered that they would foon find out another 
trade. 

Mr. Wadflrom alfo mentions the fierve trade as an 
impediment to a trade in the natural productions of the 
country, not only becaufe it diminifhes the encourage- 
ment of the latter, as juft explained, but becaufe it fub- 
jeCts the natives, who might be willing to follow it, to 
be made flaves, for, as he obferves, they dare never go 
out into the fields ttnlcfs well armed. 
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Mr. Wadftrom is fupported in this fecond circum -But the 
ftance as a caufe by Captain Wilfon, who, in giving a 
reafon why the flave trade obftru&s the civilization and 
commercc of the natives, fays, they will not for a tem- Imptdimtnt 
porary gratification rifque the being kidnapped , and carried 
into perpetual flavor y. 

That the Have trade then, either -by diminifhing the 
proper encouragement to the natives, or endangering 
their perfons, or by doing both, is the real caufe why 
they do not or cannot exert their induftry in cultivating 
the various articles, which their country has been proved 
to produce, can be afeeptained from fa£ts ; for Mr. Dal- 
rymple has remarked, that in thofe parts of the coaft 
where there is little or no trade for flames , they are actually 
more induflrious than in thole places where the trade is 
carried on. 

Captain Hall fays alfo, that he found cultivation in by 
far the highejl Jiate at the Hland of Fcrnandipo, fo that 
the yams, which were the principal produce there, were 
made to run up like vines upon fticks. But here he 
obferves, firft, that the natives had great encouragement , 
for all the fhips from Calabar, Del Rey, and the Came- 
roons, fent their boats there for thefe articles, as to the 
regular market, and, lecondly, that they had no trade in 

Mr. Falconbridge alfo has occafion to obferve, that at 
Bonny, the molt confiderable place for flaves, there was 
a time in the late war when the flave trade was fo inter- 
rupted, as to ceafe to be carried on, and that on his a (king 
the black traders what they had done during this interval, 
they anfwered they had been obliged to cultivate the earth 
for their fupport. 

Mr. How adds, that he has been almoft upon every 
fettlement, that belongs to the Englifli, on the coalt of 
Africa, and that he found the culture always in a higher 
degree , where there was hut little of the flave trade , and 
jijl the reverfe where the flave trade was carried on snore 
at targe. 

N 2 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Whether the Slave-Trade be not a Grave for the Seamen 
employed in it, — and whether a Trade in the Natural 
ProduEl'tons of Africa would be the fame. 

run hi At" r T HE fl-’ atcments » made by the different evidences of 
SbmtTiatU A the loft of feamen while on board their refpe&ive 
white in the (hips, unqucftionably prove the flave-trade to be the 
fh Z'r'tfr S rtlvc °t °" r ma-iue . but as an account has been fince 
tivc mf' for the Houfe of Commons exprefsly upon this 

point, taking all the flave-fhips promifcuoufly from the 
ports of Liverpool and Briftol for a number of years 
back, and made up from the mufler- rolls of each (hip, 
it will be more proper to quote from fo general and 
extenfive an account, than from the teftimony of a few, 
even the beft informed, individuals. 

Abstract of fuch of the Mufter-rolls of Liverpool 
and Briftol Slave Ships as were returned into the 
Cuftom-Hmifes there, from September, 1784, to 
January 5th, 1790. 


PERIODS. ! 

rjfr - 

Original 

Dudof\ 

Crime 

Si-ought 
Heme of 
Original 

From 1784 to 1785, 

74 

2915 

615 

I2 79 

From 1785 to 1786, 

62 

2163 

43 6 ' 

944 

From 1786 to 1787, 

66 

2136 

433 

10 73 

From 1787 to 1788, 

68 

2422 

623 

ni4 

From 1788 to Jan. 5, 1790, 

80 

2627' 

536 

13S0 

Total 

350 

12,263 

2643 

5760 
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It appears firft then, that if we look at the feamen Ln .f' f s ‘*~ 
while employed on board their refpective (hips, and i rdge 
of them from the above accounts, we (hall fee the de- TO *;/ c ;„ 
ftrudtive nature of the (lave trade, for it appears that in Sfotci if 
350 veflels 12,263 feamen were employed, out of whom 
2643 were loft, that is to fay, that more than a fifth of ' ’ 
tlie whole number employed, or more than /even in every 
jingle voyage perifhed. 


If again we look at fuch of them as are difeharged or 
defert in the Weft Indies, where the mufter-rolls ceafe 
to take an account of them, (for fo fyftematical does the 
management of the trade appear by the fecund and fourth 
columns, that nearly one-half of thofi who go out with the 
Jhips are con/lantly* left behind) and judge of them by 
what the different evidences have to lay of them there, 
we {hall fee great reafon to apprehend another very fevere 
lofs lejides that already fated to happen among them while 
on board their refpective fhips. 


To (hew this in the mod unqueftionable manner, we 
may begin with Captain Hall (of the merchants fervice). 
The crews of the African fhips, fays he, when they 
arrive in the Weft Indies, are generally (he docs not 
know a ftngli in fiance to the contrary) in a /icily, debilitated 
flats, and the feamen, who are difeharged or defert from 
thofe (hips in the Weft Indies, are the mo/l mifcrable 
objects he ever met with in any country in his life. He 
has frequently feen them with their toes rotted off, their 
legs /welled to the fize of their thighs, and in an ulcerated 
flute all over. He has feen them on the different wharfs 
in the iflands of Antigua, .Barbadoes, and Jamaica, par- 
ticularly at the two laft iflands. He has alfo feen them 
lying under the cranes and balconies of the houfes near 
the water-fide in Barbadoes and Jamaica expiring, and 
fome quite dead. He met with an inftancelaft July ( 1789) 
of a dead fcaman lying on one of the wharfs in Bridge 
Town, Barbadoes, who had been landed out of an African 
/If. 

® Some of thefe arc again taken tin Ity other Guinea-men, hut very 
few. When a vrltcl has once fold her (laves, the requires but few feamen 
to bring Iter home. 


To 
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Ltfxamng To confirm the aflertion of Captain Hall, of the mer- 
tffclmvrdar c l> ants fervice, that the crews of Guinea-men generally 
Jtfcri in arrive at their deflined ports of fale in a fickly , debilitated 
itK if'f fate, we may appeal to Captain Hall, of the navy, who 
afferts, that in taking men (while in the Weft Indies) 
/him litre. J out of merchant fhips for the king’s fervice, he has, in 
taking a part of the crew of a Guinea ftiip, whofe number 
then confided of feventy, been able to feleft but thirty, 
who could have been thought capable of ferving on board 
any (hips of war, and when thofe thirty were furveyed 
by order of the admiral, he was reprimanded for bringing 
fuch men into the fervice, who were more likely to breed 
diftempers than to be of any ufe, and this at a time when 
feamcn were fo much wanted, that almoft any thing would 
have been taken. He adds alfo that this was not afingu/ar 
inftance, but that it was generally the cafe ; for he had 
many opportunities between the years 1769 and 1773 of 
feeing the great dijlrcfjes of crews of Guinea flips , when 
they arrived in the TVeJt Indies. 

We may appeal alfo to Captain Smith, of the navy, 
who aflerts that though he may have boarded near twenty 
of thefe veflcls in the Weft Indies, for the purpofe of 
imprdling men, he was never able to get more than two 
men. The principal rcafon was the fear of injeSlion, 
having feen many of them in a very difordered and ulce- 
rated fate. 

The aflertion alfo of Captain Hall, of tke merchants 
fervice, relative to their fituation after their arrival at 
their deftined ports of fale, is confirmed by the reft of 
the evidences in the minuteft manner; for the feamen 
belonging to the flave-veiTcls are there deferibed, as lying 
about the wharfs and cranes, or wandering about the 
ftreets or iflands *f'dl of fores and ulcers , by Jeffreys, 
Dalrymplc, Ellifon, Morley, Davifon, Baillie, Towne, 
Bowman, H. Rofs, Douglas, Simpfon, Thompfon, and 
Forfter. The cpi diets alfo of fickly, emaciated, abjeft. 

It is affected by the evidences, that they never faw any other than 
Guinea feamcn in that (late in the Weft Indies. 

deplorable 



( 10 3 ) 

deplorable objeSls, are applied to them. They are men - Wf 0 "* 
tioned again to be dejiitute , and Jlarving , and without 
means offupport, no merchantmen taking them in becaufe tltfin in 
they arc unable to work , and men of war refufing them 'fJY’J 1 
for fear of infeiiion. Many of them are alfo defcribcd to bJrid/laucf 
be lying about in a dying fate ; and others have been ihmihtn. 
actually found dead , and the bodies of others have been 
feen carrying by the negroes to be interred. 

As a farther proof, and that an undeniable one, that 
the above defcription of perfons is notorious in the iflands, 
it appears by the evidence, that they are marked by a 
peculiar and cant-name, according to the fort of place 
which they ufually haunt. When they are feen lying 
about the cranes and wharfs, they are termed wharfingers , 
when on the beach, and where there are no wharfs. 

Bench- Horners , and they are known by the appellation 
of Scowbankers at Dominique. 


It maybe remarked here, that this difeafed and forlorn 
ftate of the Teamen is fo infcparable from the fiavc trade , 
that the different evidences have not only witneffed it at 
Jamaica, Antigua, and Barbadoes, (the places mentioned 
by Captain Hall) but wherever they have feen Guinea- 
men arrive, namely at St. Vincents, Grenada, Domini- 
que, and in Noith America alfo.* 


Having now traced the bad cffc&s of the (lave trade as “/ '** 

vifible among the feamen, while employed in it, and Jffif 
among thofe alfo who leave it at the port of delivery, it jiimiim, 
maybe proper to add, that they are perceptible among ,h, y 
many of them, even after their return to their native relum vme ‘ 
country : for Mr. Falconbridge fays, that he was a pupil 


* The re a Tons why fuch immenfe numbers, arc left behind in the 
Wed Indies, as arc found in this deplorable date, arc (lie following. 
The Teamen leave their lhips from ill ufage, fays Ellifon. It is ufual 
for Captains, fay Clappcfon and Young, to treat them ill, that they 
may defert and forfeit their wages. Three others date, they arc left 
behind purpofely by their Captains; and Mr. I-I. Bofs adds, in thefo 
cniphntical words, " that it was no uncommon thing for the Captains to 
fend on (liore, a few hours before they fail, their lame, emaciated, and 
fick feamen, leaving them to pcriiU." 

id 
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£j;.7, ,/>/<• in the Briftol infirmary for twelve months, and that 
!m!t the greatejl part of the difeafed feamen there, in that 
wi thtir Cat- t j mej were f ea men who had belonged to the f lave vcj/i/s, 
*ft,r"bAr" and though thele generally went out of the infirmary 
return home, better than when they came in, yet their health appeared 
to be fo far deftroyed as never to be able to be perfectly 
reftored. 

Gnmuhef As to the queftion, whether the trade in the natural 
Prcjimjtihn, productions of Africa would be equally dcftruCtive to the 
m"#mI anien employed in it as the trade in Haves, there cannot, 
Piw/niWoui *n the nature of things, be that fort of pofitive evidence 
o/j/nta as in the former cafe There arc, however, three fpecics 
vm , of preemption, from whence fome conclufion may be 
jKtllJ drawn. 

The firft is the following. Captain Thompfon, when 
on the Coaft of Africa, lay for feveral weeks near a 
veffel, which traded in wood, ivory , and gum-, (which is, 
a cafe in point) and he had the belt accounts from his 
officers of the healtbinefs and good order of this fhip. 
This, however, is the only veflel of the kind, which any 
of the evidences have feen. 

A fecond fpccies of prefumption is to be entertained 
from the opinion of thofe, who have vifited the Coaft of 
Africa. The fame Capt. Thompfon fays, that he does 
not think a trade in the natural productions of Africa 
would be fo detrimental to the health of the feamen as 
the Have trade, for they would not be liable to fo much 
unpleafant and hard work, or fuch expofure to dews and 
weather. Mr. Newton ailerts alfo that fuch a trade 
might be carried on without much expofure to weather 
and ill treatment, the * natural attendants of the Have 
trade: and Sir George Young is of opinion, that a 
trade in the natural productions of Africa would not be 
attended with more inconvenience to the health of the 

* It is evident, that inlurrcflions and contagious diforders from the 
(laves mull be natural caufes of mortality to feamen in llavc (hips, which 
could not cxill in (hips in the other trade. 

feamen 
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feamen employed in it than the prefent * Weft India e/ - 
trade. 


in tht natural 

The third fpecies conflfts in certain veflels going to prtduBimu 
the fame coaft, viz. men of war, which do not cxpe- Yv^ll'T.i be 
rience the fame proportion of lofs. atiniitin-itb 


futh a Isji. 


Captain Scott, *of the Merlin, which carried ioo 
men, loft eight, of whom only four died of the diforders 
of the country. 


Sir George Young, in the (hip he commanded, which 
had ioo men, loft two, who were fickly when they left 
England, and a boy by accident. 


Capt. Thompfon, of the Nautilus, out of ioo buried 
one, who died by his own neglcfl. 


Captain Hills, of the Zephyr, out of 90 buried none. 

And Captain Wilfon, of the Race-Horfe, out of 100, 
did not lofe a man. Thus, out of 490 in the fhips of 
war, only twelve were buried, f 

* It was formerly urged by the enemies of the abolition, that the 
Weft India trade was as deftruflive to feamen as the Slave trade, but by 
an account made up for the Houfc ot Commons, from the Muftcr-Rolls 
of Weft Indiamen, it appears, that out of 461 veflels, carrying 7640 
feamen, only rtS were loft, or about one in 65. 

4 It muft be remarked, that when Captain Scott loft eight out of too, 
it was in the year 1769, fmee which great improvements have been made 
for the health of the feamen ; and the Editor knows, that the men of 
v.'ar, now going to Africa, feldom lofe a man. 


o 
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CHAP. *IX. 

Whether the Seamen employed in the Slave-Trade be not 
barbaroufly ufed in general , and whether fitch barbarous 
ufage be not peculiar to, or fpring out of the very nature 
of, this Trade. 


Barbarous 
Ufa' 0/ the 
Stamm 
cmpfay'tl ill 

ibt Sla-j'- 
Traitc. 


T HAT the Seamen employed in the Have trade are 
wor/e ted, both in point of quantity and quality of 
provifions, than the Teamen in other trades, is allowed 
by moft of the evidences, and that they have little or no 
Jhelter night or day from the inclemency of the weather, 
during the whole of the Middle Pafdgc, is acknowledged 
by them all. 


With refpefi to their perfonal ill ufage, the following 
extra&s may fuffice. 

Mr. Morley aflerts that the Teamen in all the Guinea 
men he failed in, except one, were generally treated with 
great rigour, and many with cruelty. He recollects 
many inftances: Mathews, the chief mate of the Venus, 
Captain Forbes, would knock a man down for any fri- 
volous thing with a cat, a piece of wood, or a cook’s 
axe, with which he once cut a man down the Ihoulder, 
by throwing it at him in a paflion. Captain Dixon 
likewife, in the Amelia, tied up the men, and gave them 
four or five dozen lalhes at a time, and then rubbing 
them 
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them with pickles made ule of certain vulgar expreflions. Burtamu 
Mr. Morley alfo himfelf, when he was Dixon’s cabin- W‘‘i‘ °J ,bt 
boy, for accidentally breaking a glafs, was tied to the cTfh/tdiu 
tiller by the hands, flogged with a cat, and kept hanging ibc S!<nc- 
for feme time. Trade. 

Mr. Morley has feen the feamen lie and die upon deck. 

They are generally, he fays, treated ill when lick. He 
has known men a(k to have their wounds or ulcers 
drefled ; and has heard the doftor, with oaths, tell them 
to take their own dung and drefs them. 

Mr. Ellifon alfo, in deferibing the treatment in the 
Briton, fays, there was a boy on board, whom Wilfon, 
the chief mate, was always beating. One morning, in 
the paflage out, he had not got the tea-kettle boiled in 
time for his breakfaft, upon which, when it was brought, 

Wilfon told him he would feverely flog him after break- 
faft. The boy, for fear of this, went into the lee fore 
chains. When Wilfon came from the cabin, and called 
for Paddy, (the name he went by, being an Irilh boy) he 
would not come, but remained in the fore chains ; on 
which Wilfon going forward, and attempting to haul 
him in, the boy jumped overboard, and was drowned. 

Another time, on the Middle Paflage, the fame Wilfon 
ordered on; James AUifon, (a man he had been conti- 
nually beating for trifles) to go into the women’s room 
to lcrape it. AUifon faid he was not able, for he was 
•very unwell ; upon which Wilfon obliged him to go 
down. Obferving, however, that the man did not 
work, he afked him the reafon, and was anfwered as 
before, “ that he was not able.” Upon this, Wilfon 
threw a handfpike at him, which ftruck him on the 
breaft, and he dropped down to appearance dead. — 

AUifon recovered afterwards a little, but died the next 
day. 

Mr. Ellifon relates other inftances of ill ufage on 
board his own Ihip, and with refpeeft to inftances in 
others, he fays, that in all Jlave Jhips they are moft com- 
O 2 monly 
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Tta'hnriiit monly beaten and knocked about for nothing. He re- 
ItamJ ll> ‘ cu " e ^ s t * lat on board the Phoenix, a Briftol (hip, while 
'tkffrftd iii lying on the coaft, the boatfwain and five of the crew 
•it S-oac- made their efcape in the yawl, but were taken up by the 
T,a -' c ' natives. When Captain bilhop heard it, he ordered 
them to be kept on (hore at Forje, a fmall town at the 
mouth of Calabar River, chained by the necks, legs, 
and hands, and to have each a plantain a day only. The 
boatfwain, whofe name was Tom Jones, and an old 
(hipmate of his, and a very good feaman, died raving 
mad in bis chains there. The other five died in their 
chains atfo. 

Mr. Tovvne, in (peaking of the treatment on board 
the Peggy, Captain Davifon, fays, that their chefts were 
brought upon deck, and (laved and burnt, and thcmfelves 
turned out from lying below ; and if any murmurs were 
heard among them, they were inhumanly beaten with 
any thing that came in the way, or (logged, both legs 
put in irons, and chained abaft to the pumps, and there 
made to work points and galkets, during the Captain’s 
pleafure •, and very often beat juft as the Captain thought 
proper. He himfelf has often fecn the Captain as he 
has walked by, kick them repeatedly, and if they have 
faid any thing that he might deem offenfive, he has im- 
mediately called for a (lick to beat them with ; they, at 
the fame time, having both legs in irons, an iron collar 
about their necks, and a chain •, and when on the Coiift 
of Guinea, if not releafed before their arrival there from 
their confinement, they were put into the boats, and 
made to row backwards and forwards, either with the 
Captain from (hip to (hip, or on any other duty, dill 
both legs in irons, an iron collar about their necks, with 
a chain locked to the boat, and taken out when no other 
duty was required of them at night, and locked fall 
upon the open deck, expofed to the heavy rains and 
dews, without any thing to lie upon, or any thing to 
cover them. This was a practice on board the Peggy. 

Pic fays alfo, that fimilar treatment prevailed on board 
the Sally, another of the (hips in which he failed. One 

of 
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of the feamcn had both legs in irons, and a collar about 
his neck, and was chained to the boat for three months, ' 
and very often mod inhumanly beaten for complaining . .vphfid la 
of his lituation, both by the Captain and other officers. 

At laft he became fo weak, that he could not fit upon c< 
the thwart or feat of the boat to row, or do any thing 
die. They then put him out of the boat, and made 
him pick oakum on board the fhip, with only three 
pounds of bread a week, and half a pound of fait beef 
per day. He remained in that lituation, with both his 
legs in irons, but the latter part of the time without a 
collar. One evening he came aft, during the Middle 
Pailiige, to beg fomething to eat, or he Ihould die. The 
Captain on this inhumanly beat him, and ufed a great 
number of reproaches, and ordered him to go forward, 
and die and be damned. The man died in the night. 

The ill treatment on board the Sally was general. 

As another particular inftance, a landman, one Edvv. 

Hilton, was in the boat watering, and complained of his 
being long in the boat without meat or drink. The 
boatfwain, being the officer, beat him with the boat’s 
tiller, having nothing elfe, and cut his head in feveral 
places, fo that when he came on board he was all over 
blood. Mr. Towne afked him the reafon of it. Hilton 
began to tell him, but before he could properly tell the 
ftory, the mate came forward, ,by order of the captain) 
the furgeon and the boatfwain, and all of them together, 
fell to beating him with their canes. The furgeon {truck 
him on the fide of his eye, fo that it afterwards morti- 
fied, and was loft. He immediately had both his legs 
put in irons, after he had been fo beat, that he could 
not ftand. The next morning he was put into the boat 
on the fame duty as before, ftill remaining with both 
legs in irons, and locked with a chain to the boat, until 
fuch time as he became fo weak, that he was not able to 
remain any longer there. He was then put on board the 
fhip, and laid forwards, ftill in irons, very ill. His 
allowance was immediately flopped, as it was the fur- 
gcon’s opinion it was the only method of curing anyone 
<?f them who complained of illncfs. He remained in 
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Bartemi that fituation, after being taken out of the boat, for fomc 
t’/liT y th Yvee ks after. During this time, Mr. Towne was obliged 
cwpl'vnt h to go to Junk River, and on his return he inquired for 
>bi sioyc. Hilton, and was told that he was lying before the forc- 
Tiaifc. malt, almoft dead. He went and fpoke to him, but 
Hilton feemed infenfible. The fame day Mr. Towne 
received his orders to go a fecond time in the (hall op to 
Junk River. After lie had gotten under weigh, the 
commander of the fhallop was ordered to bring to, and 
take Hilton in, and leant him on (hare any ivhere. He 
lived that evening and night out, and died early the 
next morning, and was thrown overboard off Cape 
Mczzurado. 

Mr. Falconbridge, being called upon alfo to (peak to 
the ill ufage of feamen, fays that on board the Alexander, 
Capt. M ‘Taggart, he has feen them tied up and flogged 
with the cat frequently. He remembers alfo an inftance 
of an old man, who was boatfwain of the Alexander, 
having one night forne words with the mate, when the 
boatfwain was feverely beaten, and had one or two of his 
teeth knocked out. The boatfwain faid he would jump 
overboard ; upon which he was tied to the rail of the 
quart r-deck, and a pump-bolt put into his mouth by 
way of gagging him. He was then untied, put under 
the half-deck, and a centinel put over him till night — in 
the morning he was releafed. Mr. Falconbridge always 
confidered him as a quiet, inoffenfive man. In the 
fame voyage a black boy was beaten every day, and one 
day, after he was fo beaten, he jumped through one of 
the gun-ports of the cabin into the river. A canoe was 
lying along-fide, which dropped aflrern, and picked him 
up. Mr. Falconbridge gave him one of his own (liirts to 
puc on, and afleed him if he did not expetfl to be de- 
voured by the (barks. The boy faid he did, and that it 
would be much better for him to be killed at once, than 
to be daily treated with fo much cruelty. 

Mr. Falconbridge remembers alfo, on board the fame 
(hip, that the black cook one day broke a plate. For 
this he had a filh-gig darted at him, which would 
certainly 
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certainly have deftroyed him if he had not Hooped or Ru'lawa 
dropped down. At another time alfo, the carpenter's Sodl'j! ' ‘ 
mate had let his pitch-pot catch fire. He and the cook 
were accordingly both tied up, (tripped, and flogged, but 
the cook with the greateft feverity. After that the cook r,M ‘ % 
had fait water and cayenne pepper rubbed upon his back. 

A man alfo came on board at Bonny, belonging to a 
little Ihip, (Mr.Falconbridge believes the captain’-.- name 
was Dod fon, of Liverpool) which had been overfet at 
New Calabar. This man, when he came on hoard, was 
in a convalefcent ftatc. He was feverely beaten one 
Dight, but for what caufe Mr. Falconbridge knows not, 
upon which he came and applied to Mr. Falconbridge 
for fomething to rub his back with. Mr. Falconbridge 
was told by the captain not to give him any thing, and 
the man was delired to go forward. He went accord- 
ingly, and lay under the forecafllc. Mr. Falconbridge 
vilited him very often, at which times he complained of 
his bruilcs. After this, he had a return of his flux, and 
died in about three weeks from the time he was beaten. 

The laft words he ever fpoke to Mr. I alconbridge were 
(after (hedding tears) “ 1 cannot punijb him” (meaning 
the captain) “ but <>atl will.” Thcfe are the mod re- 
markable in [lances which Mr. Falconbridge rccollefts. 

He fays, however, that the ill treatment was fo general, 
that only three in this (hip efcaped being beaten out of 
fifty perfons. 

T o thefc inflances, which fell under the eyes of the 
evidences now cited, we may add the obfervations of a 
gentleman, who, though never in the flave-trade, had 
yet great opportunities of obtaining information upon 
this fubjedt. Sir George Young remarks, that thofe 
feamen, whom he law in the flave-traJe, while on the 
coail in a man of war, complained of their ill treatment, 
bad feeding, and cruel ufage. They all of them wanted 
to enter on board his Ihip. It was likewife the cuflom 
for the feamen of every Ihip he faw at a diflance, to 
come on board him with their boats j mod of them quite 
nuked) and threatening to turn pirates, if he did not take 
them. This they told him openly. He is perfuaded, if 
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Sm j.vmi he had given them encouragement, and had had a fhip 
^ t * le l' ne t0 ^ ave mannec *5 he could have done it in a 
Ymfki'J h, very fhort time, for they would fill have left their flips, 
the Si. ik- He has alfo received feveral feamen on board his Ihip 
TroJi. from the woods, where they had no fubfiftence, but to 
which they had fled for refuge from their refpeClivc 
veffels. 

Tl,h l 'far That the above are not the only inftances of barbarity 

-‘f . contained in the evidence, and that this barbarous ufage 
'l/'ihl fif is peculiar to, or fpringing out of the very nature of the 
A'.i.h.y ijiht trade in flaves, may be infilled on from the following 
accounts: 

Captain Hall, (of the merchants fervice) believes the 
feamen arc in general treated with great barbarity in the 
llave-fhips, and he does not know of their being ill 
treated in any other fervice. 

Captain Thompfon concludes, from the many com- 
plaints he received from feamen, while on the coaft, that 
they are far from being well treated on board the Jlavc- 
Jbips. One Bowden fwam from the F idler, of Liverpool, 
Captain Kendal, to the Nautilus, amidft a number of 
lharks, to claim his protection. Kendal wrote for the 
man, who refufed to return, faying his life would be 
endangered. He therefore kept him in the Nautilus till 
file was paid off, and found him a diligent, willing, 
aCtive teaman. Several of the crew, he thinks, of the 
Brothers, of Liverpool, Captain Clark, fwam towards 
the Nautilus, when paffing by. Two only reached her. 
The reft, he believes, regained their own ihip. The 
majority of the crew had the day before come on board 
the Nautilus in a boat to complain of ill ufage, but he 
had returned them with an officer to inquire into and 
reilrefs their complaints. He received many letters from 
feamen in flave-ihips, complaining of ill ufage, and de- 
firing him to protect them, or take them on board. He is 
inclined to think, that Jhips trading in the produce of Africa , 
are not fo ill ttfed as thoje in the f iive-fnps. Several of his 
«wn officers gave him the beft accounts of the treatment 

in, 
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In the Iris •, a veflel trading for wood, gums, and ivory, near Tl’hVfage 
which the Nautilus lay for fome weeks. fyrtgfiigm 


Lieutenant Simpfon fays, that on his firft voyage, when N, "" r ‘ •/ 
lying at Fort Appolonia, the Fly Guincaman was in the 'slavL ' '* 
roads. On the return of the Adventure’s boat from the 
fort, they were hailed by fome feamen belonging to the 
Fly, requefting that they might be taken from on board 
the Guineaman, and put on board the man of war, for 
that their treatment was fuch as to make their lives 
miferable. The boat, by the direction of Capt. Parry, 
was fent to the Fly, and one or two men were brought 
on board him. In his fecond voyage, he recollects, that 
on firft feeing the Albion Guineaman, flic carried a prefs 
of fail, feemingly to avoid them, but finding ic imprac- 
ticable, fhe fpoke them ; the day after which the Captain 
of the Albion brought a feaman on board the Adventure, 
whom he wiflied to be left there, complaining that he 
was a very riotous and diforderly man. The man, on 
the contrary, proved very peaceable and well-behaved, 
nor was there one finglc inftance of his conduCt, from 
which he could fuppofe he merited the character given 
him. He feemed to rejoice at quitting the Albion, and 
informed Mr. Simpfon, that he was cruelly beaten both 
by the captain and furgeon ; that he was half ftarved; 
and that the furgeon negleCted the fick feamen, alleging 
that he was only paid for attending the Haves. He alfo 
Informed Mr. Simpfon, that their allowance of provifions 
was increafed, and their treatment fomewhat better when 
a man of war was on the coaft. He recolleCts another 
inftance of a feaman, with a leg fhockingly ulcerated, 
requefting a pafiage in the Adventure to England ; 
alleging that he was left behind from a Guineaman. H® 
alleged various inftances of ill treatment he had received, 
and confirmed the failor of the Albion’s account, that their 
allowance of provifions was increafed, and treatment 
better, when a man of war was on the coaft. During 
Mr. Simpfon’s flay at C. Coaft Caftle, the Adventure’s 
boat was lent to Annamaboe to the Spy Guineaman ; on 
her return, three men were concealed under her fails, 
who had left the flave-lhip — they complained their treat- 
P ' ment 
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nisVfigt ment was fo had, that their lives were milerable oa 
peculiar m or board — beaten and half ftarved. — There were various 
tfthc'viry " °the r inftances which el'cape his memory. Mr. Simpfon 
Nature of fays, however, that he has never heard any complaints 
tj* ’Trade in from Weft Indiamen , or other merchant Jhips ; — on the 
contrary, they wifhed to avoid a man of war ; whereas, 
if the captain of the Adventure had liftened to all the 
complaints made to him from Tailors of flave-fhips, and 
removed them, he mu ft have greatly diftreffed the African 
trade. 

Captain Hall, of the navy, fpeaking on the fame fub- 
je£t, afterts, that as to peculiar modes of punifhment 
adopted in Guineamen, he once faw a man chained by 
the neck in the main top of a flave -fhip, when paffing 
under the ftern of his Majefty’s fhip Crefcent, in King- 
fton-Bay, St. Vincent’s ; and was told by part of the 
crew, taken out of the fhip, at their own requeft , that 
the man had been there one hundred and twenty days. He 
fays he has great reafon to believe, that in no trade are 
feamen fo badly treated as in the fave-trade , from their 
always flying to men of war for redrefs, and whenever 
they come within reach ; whereas men from Weft Indian, 
or other trades fcldom apply to a Jhip of war.* 

The laft evidence, whom perhaps it will appear ne- 
celfary to cite on this occafion, is the Rev. Mr. Newton. 
This gentleman agrees in the f ill ufage of the feamen 

* The circumflaucc of feamen in the Slave-trade being dclirous of 
leaving their Iliips, and ol .thole in other trades Having by them, when 
in fight of men ol war, is confirmed alio by Captains Smith and Wilfon, 
of the navy. 

-|- It will be proper to mention here, that fevcral fpecifick fails of the 
ill trealmcnr of feamen in the Slave-trade have been omitted in thefe 
accounts, as well as that this ill ufage is confitmcd by more of thewit- 
nefles, via. Trotter, Dove, Parker, Storey, and Porllcr : on the other 

arc mention. . I, (via. Jlutler, Smith, and Fraaer) who have liad the merit 
of going againd the current ol bail example in the ahull: of feamen in this 
trade. If it llinuld he Hiked how it happens that Icamen enter for llavc- 
vclTelSjwhen Inch general ill ufage tlirre can hardly fail of being known, 
the reply mull be taken frmn the evidence, " iltat whereas fomc of them 
enter voluntarily, the greater pare of them are trepanned, for that it is 
the Imfmefs of certain landlords to make them intoxicated, and get them 
into debt, after which their only altcmufctc it a Guituaman or ogml." 

alluded 
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alluded to, and believes that the Jlave-trade itlelf is a nhu Ufage 
great cauje of it, for he thinks that the real or fuppofed peculiar io or 
necellity of treating the negroes with rigour gradually 
brings a numbnefs upon the hearty and renders moft of tbofe jfaiureor 
who are engaged in it too indifferent to the ftffcrings of their ,hc Trah in 
fellow-creatures ; and he fuppofes there is no trade 
which Teamen are treated with fo little humanity as in 
the African Jlave-trade. He has himfelf Teen the Tailors, 
when jick , beaten for being lazy, till they have died under 
the blows. 


CHAP. X. 
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HAP. X. 


Whether it be true , as feme fay , that the Natives of Africa 
are happier in the European Colonies than in their 
own Country. 


Slava wrll TF there be any of the flaves happier in the colonies 
ufiJ in jSJ- t ha n they were at home, they mull be fuch as were 
rc formerly Haves in their own country; and if fo, the Af- 
rican mull be (hewn to be more opprcllive than the co- 
lonial flavery. 

This, however, is fo far from being the cafe, that, as 
Mr. H. Rofs obferves, though on another occafion, 
any comparifon between the ftate of the two is an * in- 
fult to common fenfe. The Haves in Africa arc men- 
tioned by Mr. Towne as never ill ttfed by their own 
people. They are treated, fays Mr. Keirnan, as Eu- 
ropeans treat people of their own family. They are de- 
scribed again by Hall and Dalrymple as eating and drink-. 

* Some have even gone To far as to fay that they ore happier than the 
labouring poor of this country : but it has been mod amply refuted by 
Wooliieh, Captain Wilfon, Jeffreys, Rees, Dean of Middlcham, and 
H. Rofs, the latter of whom, though lie compared the different circum- 
stances in their refpedlive fltuations at the requeft of the Committee, pre- 
faced it by faying, that any comparifon between the Hate ol the two wa* 
U> lujtilt It nmmnfaift, 

ing 
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ing with their Mafias. Captain Wilfon fays alfo they Sim:; 
live with their ma/lers , and are not dijlingutjhttblc from 
them. Mr. Falconbridge never law any whom by their 
treatment he could fay were JJavcs. Mr. Wadltrom (peaks 
of them as well njed , and Mr. Morley as treated with 
hndnefs , and better than in the Wejl Indies. 

Now, if the lives of the Haves in Africa fhould be fo 
much happier (as may be feen by comparing the above 
accounts with tnofc in Chap. IV.) than the lives of the 
Haves in the European colonies, it will not be doubted 
that freemen in the former parts of the world mult be 
happier than Haves in the latter. 

Though the obfervations already made might be fuf- 
ficient (both with refpedt to fuch as having been origi- 
nally freemen, and fuch as having been originally * Haves 
in their own country, are fent to the European colo- 
nies) to difprove the alfertion infinuated in the title to 
this chapter, yet as there are other very ftrong proofs 
in the evidence, it would be unpardonable not to cite 
them in the prefent cafe. 


Mr. M. Cook has often heard Africans in the Wef4S>* 
Indies exprefs their praife of their own country and their 
regret at leaving it. Lieutenant Davifon obferves it is dc/ioy 
common for fick Africans to fay, with pleafire , they are f.hnj 
going to die , and are going home from this Buccra (or f3,8 " :c 
White man’s) country. It is alfo notorious that the Afri- 
cans, when brought into the colonies, frequently deHroy 
themfelves. Dr. Harrifon, Coor, M. Terry, Cook, 
Fitzmaurice, Clappcfon, Baillie, Dalrymple, Davifon, 
Dean of Middleham, Captain Rofs, and Woolrich, all 
agree in this fa£t. The caufes of it are deferibed in ge- 
neral to be ill treatment , the delire of returning home, and 
the preference of death to life when in the fttuation of 


Very Few Haver, in the Welt Indies are Fuch as have been (laves in 
AFrica, For Fays Dalrymple and Wadftrom, there are very few (laves in 
Africa at all, and thole who have them, Fays Morley, do not like to Fell 
them . 


Jlavts , 
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jft vtmU v< fj ave5m a ]| 0 f which arc fo many proofs of their fuperiour 
aniitrt, bm happinefs in their own country. It is alfo very remark- 
able, as we find from Mr. Coor, that thefe acts of def- 
cXJi's lb ‘ P e ration fliould have been fo frequent as to have occa- 
fioned it to have patted into an obfervation, “ that the 
Gold Coaft negroes, when driven to defpair, always cut 
their throats , and thofc of the molt inland country majlly 
hang themfelves. 

To give a few extraits from the evidences on this 
occafion. A negro boy of his, fays Dr. Harrifon, de- 
tefted flavery fo much that lie ref (Jed all fupport , which 
brought on a droply that killed him. Another negro, 
who had been a great man in his own country, refufed to 
work for any white man, and being therefore punilhed 
by the overfeer, he defired him to tell his mailer that he 
would he a f.ave to no man. His mailer ordered him to 
be removed to another eftate. His hands were tied be- 
hind him, and in going over a bridge he jumped into 
the water and appeared no more. Thefe are two fails 
of Dr. Harrifon’s own knowledge, out of a great many 
which he cannot now recolledl. 

Mr. Fitzmauricc has known too many filicides, 
among new negroes efpecially, both by hanging them- 
felves and dirt-eating, which ’they knew to he fatal. He 
loll one year twelve new negroes by it, though he fed 
them well. On his remoullrating they conttantly told 
him they preferred dying to living. A. great proportion 
of the new negroes thac go on fugar eilates, die in this 
■way . 

A planter, fays Mr. Woolrich, purchafed fix men 
Haves out of a Guinea {hip, and put them on a fmall 
ifland to plant cotton. They had a white man with them 
as overfeer, who left them of a Saturday nighf. There 
were no white inhabitants on the illand. On the Mon- 
day following the overfeer returned, when he found all 
the fix hanging near together in the woods. Mr. Wool- 
rich often inquired of the moll l'enfible negroes what 
could 
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Could be the caufe of fuch actions, and the anfwer was, 

« that they would rather die than live in the fitualion 
they were in.” 

As the laft proof in the evidence, and that an irrc- Gnfjycf 
fragable one, how much happier the Africans are in 'fa nt ,ykfn‘ 
their own country than in the colonies, may be ad- - /*, Calmia, 
duced the great joy which is difeovered at their funerals h [" •Wj'*- 
by their fellow- Ilaves, and which joy is faid to proceed""' 11 ” 
from the idea that the deceafed are returning home. 

Mr. Douglas faw three funerals of Guinea J laves in 
the Weft Indies. At thefe funerals, fays he, they fing , 
and are merry , and, naming the deceafed, fay, he is gone 
to Guinea . 

Great rejoicings , (ays Cook, are made by African 
negroes at the funerals of each other, from a belief 
that the deceafed are gone to their own country again. 

African negroes, fays Forfler, (hewed the tno/f ex- 
travagant joy at their friends funerals, from believing 
the deceafed gone bach to their country. 

Captain Wilfon confirms the above by dating, that 
he never faw any figns of happiiicls among the imported 
Jlavcs , except at their funerals, when they (hew extra- 
vagant joy , from a perfuafion that die deceafed is efcaped 
from Jlavery to his own country. Captain Wilfon, how- 
ever, does not flop here, for lie go, s on to declare, that 
in Africa their funerals are attended with the viojl mourn- 
ful cries. 

It is impoflible to conclude this chapter better than by /if,-. />.,/. 

an extradl from the evidence of Mr. Dalrymple. 

That gentleman fays, lie might have had the means of 
putting his eftate in Grenada under cultivation, a; he 
might have had (laves from the houfe of Backiunife and 
Tarlton, but having had an opportunity, when on the 
coaft of Africa, ot knowing how happy the negroes 
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Mr. DjI- were in their own country , and knowing the unjufii- 
rympk's fiable means by which they were made (laves there, 
etitMaB. t * ,e ‘ r Clue ' ufage when on board (hip, and their fevere 
“ J ' ufage when in the Weji Indies , he could not confident- 
ly with his ideas of what was right, purchafe any flaves, 
and particularly as he did not intend to remain on the 
plantation himfelf. 
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CHAP. XI. 


TVhcther the Africans by good ufage have not in feveral 
inflances increased by births in the Colonies > and whe- 
ther it be not clear front other falls as well as the opinions 
of perfons in the Evidence , that they would increafe by 
Population generally in Confequence of general good 
Ufage , fo as to fupcrfede entirely the neceffity of the 
Slave-Trade. 


C APTAIN ROSS fays, he knows of three eftates T4 aus 
in the ifland of Jamaica, one belonging to Lord 
Dudley, another to Mcffrs. Muir and Atkinfon, and a AJrUam 
third to Mr. Malcolm, on which there was a confiderablc 
increafe of the Jlaves by birth. cd * 

Lieutenant Davifon confirms the account given of 
Mr. Malcolm’s eftate : that gentleman, he (ays, had not 
bought a negro for ten or twelve years, during which 
time the (laves had confiderably increafed. Lieutenant 
Davifon alfo knew an eftate, where the negroes were 
all Creoles. 

Mr. M. Cook knew two eftates in the fame ifland, 
on which he really believes the negroes to have in- 
creafed by births. 

Mr. Coor fays, there was a plantation in Jamaica be- 
longing to a Mr. Dunn, which, when he Mr. Coor firft 
went there, wits a fmall one, not for want of land but 

Q. of 
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EJIatubitti 0 ? negroes. This eftnte at that time made about fifty 
Cotwit t in hoglhoads of fugar yearly. In confcquence, however, of 
'vWvi. ,W S°°d l| l a g c , ' 1u negroes incrcafed fo fail (the children 
bnthmaf- feeming to fvvaim on this ellate) that, before Mr Coor 
el by births, quitted the iflan-J, Mr. Dunn had not only doubled the 
produce, but had fettied another efiate out of it, which 
made fixty hegiheads per year, and he had never bought 
but fix new negroes in the whole time. 

In the fame ifiand, and pariih of Clarendon, the nc- 
gtoes on Ram (bury ellate increafcd fo fall, fays Mr. 
Fitzmauricc, that a gang of them was drawn off to 
fettle a new ellate, called Yarmouth, which he had then ' 
the care of, but the lettlcment was difcontinucd from the 
change of the attorney. On Orange, in St. James’s, 
no negroes were bought for at leaft fifteen years, and 
they increafed ; as alfo c-n Eden in the fame pariih. 
He lived on both thele ellatcs. 

Mr. Forflcr, fpeaking of the illand of Antigua, fays, 
that on the whole of Colonel Farley’s plantations they 
had no need of new negroes. He has heard the Colotu-l 
fay there was a confidcrable increafe, but on one particu- 
larly. Mr. Thomas Gravenor’s negroes alfo. increafcd. 
He knew Captain Thomafon, of Seacow Bay, Tortola, 
who wanted no new negroes for many years. 

Mr, Duncan obferves, that the treatment on the 
ellate that he lived on, which was in the ifiand of 
Antigua, was better than common : the effect was 
that the (laves increafed. The flaves alfo on Sir G. 
Thomas’s Belfall ellate, and Carlifie’s, and fever.il 
others he cannot now name increalcd, or kept up their 
numbers without any addition by pttrchale. 

Mr. Giles fays, that on two eftates where he lived, the 
increafe of the Haves, under a milder treatment in the 
ifiand of St. Croix, exceeded their decreafe by one per 
cent. 


Captain 



t '"3 ) 

Capt. Hall, of the navy, mentions an eftate, belonging ^l alc / 
to the Marquis de Rouvray, in the Ifland of St. Domingo, 
where in confequence of good ufage the (laves increafed yf Uam 
fo faft as to have rendered any farther purchafes unnc- h - rj ‘ i, ' err «I- 
cejlary. . 

Mr. Bi(hop told Mr. Town, that in a plantation of 
his, in Barbadoes, they had not bought a Guinea negro 
for upwards of forty years, and that by good ufage there 
were a great many more now there than formerly. 

The Reverend Mr. Davies fays, that on Kendal plan- 
tation, in the illand of Barbadoes, belonging to Mr. 

Steel, the flock of (laves was kept up by births. He 
knew alfo a few other eftates which kept up their num- 
bers without importation. 

The Dean of Middleham, while in Barbadoes, under- 
flood from Dr. Mapp’s fon, that the (lock on the eftate, 
to which he had juft fuccceded, had increafed fomuch by 
birth, that there was a redundance fufficient nearly to 
flock another eftate. The Rev. Mr. Carter’s (laves alfo 
increafed confiderably, and thefe cultivated his glebe and 
planted canes. The Dean’s brother alfo informed him, 
that his own negroes had doubled their number by natu- 
ral increal'e in twenty years, and they were employed, he 
believes, in common field bufinefs as other negroes. The 
Dean had heard of feveral others of his acquaintance, who 
had kept up their (locks by the natural increafe, without 
purchafe. 

Having now mentioned thofe eftates, on which it ap- OAtr 
pears that the (laves have increafed by birth,- it will be-^’^l^ 
proper to mention thofe other fails in the evidence, by cmh ty lWth 
which it will be clear, that the Africans by general good ywiiujU. 
ufii^e will increafe fo generally as to fuperfede the nc- 
ceflity of the flave-trade. 

i. In the [(land of Barbadoes the field (laves appear 
to be belter mated than elfcvjbcre. Accordingly wc find 
from Mr- Woodward, that while refident there, in the 
Q.2 years 
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Oihtrfatu years 178a and 1783, he never heard any complaint of 
’wuMh-* t ' le want °f negroes to carry on the plantation or other 
tnaft Ay birth bufinefs. And yet he does not recollefl the Jale of a 
ijiutllujtd. fing/e cargo of /laves during that time. 

2, Field flavcs cultivating cotton, pimento, and coffee, 
are deferibed by Mr. Cook as being treat'd better , and as 
increafing f after by birth than thofe employed on fugar 
eftates. 


3. Domeftics are univerfally faid to be treated better 
on the whole than field Haves, and thefe are generally faid 
to increafe. There are many more children, fays Jeffreys, 
among domeftics than field flavcs. Captain Hall fays, that 
in his time the domeftics were underftood to increafe by birth , 
and Lieutenant Davifon, that they did actually increafe. 
Mr. Forder gives an inflancc of rapid increafe among 
the domeftics. A widow Shervington was left in debt 
with five or fix negroes, who by kind treatment in fifteen 
or twenty years increafed to fifteen or more. He knows 
Jeveral inflames of the kind. 

4. The Maroon negroes, originally Africans, who 
live in fmall communities in Jamaica, as free people, and 
who of courfe are not fubjc/il to ill if age like the flavcs , are 
faid to increafe alfo. M. Cook believes the Maroon 
negroes to be increafing very faff. Lieutenant Davifon 
aflerts, that in his time they increafed moft certainly . He 
has often been in all their towns, and always faw great 
numbers of children. Their numbers were confiderably 
more when he left, than when he came to die illand. It 
was impolfible for them to have received any addition of 
number from other quarters. 

5. African negroes alfo, when tranfported to the Eaft 

Indies , have, by good uftge, increafed there. Mr. Botham 

fays, that in the year 1764, the Eaft: India Company lent 

ftave-fhips to Africa and Madagafcar, and tranfported to 

Bencoolen, for their public and other works, nearly a thou- 

fand flavcs, and in much the fame proportion of men, wo- 

men, and children, as they are carried from Africa to the 

Weft 
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Weft Indies, that is, more men than women and children. OiUffiat 
Thefe Haves, on the firft years of their a, rival, from the i ‘. v 
unhealthinefs of tbs climate, and otii.-r c.iufcs, decre'afed : c--ir.fr b-/L-h-iti 
but when they had been at Hcni-n- • .1 a few years, where j '- 0 - 11 “&• 
they were humnnch tr te', the .1 - an natty •? / mate ; 
OOtwithftandiitg from the little -utent; n •' at was paid to 
their wav of life, both men and women liv d in t.i.- nod 
abandoned way T ho wonder was, cii.it t'v . dd iuereafc, 
as the f'Oiin . women Oaves wore common proilitutes to 
the loldie.rr and lailors. 

6. African negroes alfn, tranfoorted to different parts 
of North America, have, in coniequencc of being * belter 
ufed . , iners of 'u by poj idati.n iIkvc. 

Dr. Harrifon’s diftinflrion between the difference of 
the treatment of the ne roes by the Weil Indians and 
Americans, is as follows. In Jamaica, he fays, (laves 
were generally treated ill, and only individuals treated 
them well •. in Carolina, on the other hand, they were 
generally treated well, and only individuals ufed them ill. 

— Let us now fee the confequenees. 

Mr. Dove fays, that from 177410 1783 there were no 
importations of Haves to Bofton or New York, and yet 
he thinks that they did not decreafe in their number 
during that time. 

It was generally believed, fays Mr. Stuart, that the 
Carolina Haves increafed without importation. 

Mr. Savage fays alfo, that where they were well ufed 
in Carolina they increafed gready. A friend of his, 

Gabriel Manigault, Efq. informed him, that in 1737, 
he had on his eftate eighty-fix negroes, of which twelve 
or fourteen were fuperannuated. The latter he replaced 
by others. With no more addition than this, they had 
increafed to two hundred and feventy about a year or two 
(1773) before he left the country. 

* The evidences unanimmifly maintain, that their ufage is better in 
America than in the Welt Indies. 

Mr. Baillie 
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afar folk i Mr. Bailiie alfo, fpeaking of Carolina, believes tbe 

ne g roes are raifed there in as great a proportion as children 
C n.,:- 'v '.-i-Mi in Europe, when they are in healthy fituations, uotwith- 
lfKttiiipd, Handing which he obferves, that the cultivation of rice 
is us laborious as that of fttgar, and that the climate of 
Jamaica is much more favourable to the confutation of the 
negroes than that of Carolina. 

Dr. Harrifon alfo gives his opinion as a medical man, 
that the climate of Jamaica is more favourable to the 
increafc of (laves than that of Carolina; notwith (landing 
which difadvantage Carolina intruded in /laves, while 
thnfe in Jamaica decrcafd. 

Mr. Irving mentions the inereafed population of (laves 
by birth in Carolina to have been reckoned in his time at 
from toco to ten per cent, and yet he (peaks of the climate 
in the fame manner as the ref. 'The breeding of /laves, he 
fays, was coniidered fo advanta •eons, that the planter 
generally valued a child, on the day of its birth, at five 
pounds. 

Mr. Clapham, examined on this fubjeflr, for Maryland, 
fay®, the negroes kept up their numbers there by propa- 
gation, and inereafed, lb that the overplus , in feme in— 
dances, wete Jbi ped to the IVejt Indies. He has known 
an hundred (ales, where proprietors have had too many for 
their tt/e, in confequence of increafc by propagation, yet 
they were not thought to be * well treated, though better 
than to the fouthward, and the climate was fubjeh to great 
and fudden variety of heat and cold. 

Mr. Beverley, examined refpccting Virginia, dates, 
that the negroes there always kept up their numbers, and 
generally inereafed. His father’s more tlun doubled their 
numbers. In 1761 he had about two hundred, and in 
1788 he paid taxes on above five hundred and forty, of 
whom not above twenty or thirty had been added by 
purchafe. 

to be not well uleil, would be conlideied as well nfed in the WtU-lndirs: 

Mr. Beverley 
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Mr. Beverley was told in America, that when the OiUr f ,!tl 
abolition of the flave-trade was firft agitated in i llAt'-J nt i,uL y 
many doubted the practicability of keeping up the num- c.-,^ lyi-ib 
bers by births, and the perlbns fo doubting have, fince if mil ‘$ 4 . 
the abolition of the flave trade, exprefied to him a ctm- 
viShon that their fears were groundlejs. 

Mr. Crew dates alfo, that the negroes in Virginia 
incrcafcd rapidly without importation, fo much fo, that 
it was a general opinion that it was profitable to hob! Jhrues 
on this account-, exclufivi of the profits of their labour. 

He thinks, at the fame time, that the culture of tobacco 
is nearly as laborious as that of fugar, and that the climate 
of Virginia is not fo favourable as that of the Weft Indies 
to African conftitiitions on account of the fever c * cold in 
the winter. IVIr. Crew obferves, that the importation of 
African flares into Virginia has been generally tlifcon- 
tinued fince 1772. 


From the above accounts, ( by which the natives of tw "j 
Africa have been viewed in different climates and fitua -''fij* 
tions) but particularly from the lad, it is evident that A;, c„, 
if they were in general well ufed in the European colo- 
nies, they would fo generally increafe, as to fuperfede 
the neceffity of the Have trade, for if in the American cli- 
mate, totally uncongenial to their conftitutions, they have 
generally increafcd by births, much more would they in 
the Well: Indian, which is reprefented as much more fa- 
vourable to their propagation. I his will be ftill more 
evident, if we prove that they are prolifick in their 
own country, and that the Weft Indian climate is the 
fame as their own at home. Mr. Falconbridge fays, 
that the females are more proiiftck than thofe of other 
countries. Out of four or five deliveries, at which he 
was prefent, there were twice twins. Captain Hall has 
feen as many children in the towns and villages in Africa 
in proportion to the grown people, as he has met with 
ill this country. Sir G. Young declares, that the negro 


' As a farther proof, 
1i.1l to the Alrican cott 
negroes ate always li 


ic climate of Norih America is 1 
n, it ajij'i'ar', from HaHic ami Bevel 
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Mcr fatix women on the coaft of Africa appeared to him as proKfick 
eiidfami an y face 0 j p eo pl e (ie ever faw in any part of the world, 
JehftS. and the climate of the Weft Indies to be not lefs favourable 
to them than their own. Hence he fays, the ftoclc of 
Haves might be kept up or increafed without any importa- 
tions from Africa. At firft the deficiencies might be felt 
for a few, perhaps twenty years, but after a while, they 
would double their numbers , for he fees no phyfical caufe 
to prevent a black man and woman being equally prolifek 
in the Wejt Indies as in Africa. 

There are others, who from their experience in the 
Weft Indies are of a fimilar opinion. Dr. Jackfon can- 
not conceive, if Haves were well ufed, why they Ihould 
not keep up their numbers. They are naturally prolific h 3 
and the ijlands in general congenial to their conjlitutions. — 
It is the opinion of Mr. Coor, that, with kind and ju- 
dicious treatment of the infants, the (laves in Jamaica 
would increafe without any importations from Africa. Mr. 
Davies fays the fame thing for Barbadoes. Mr. Wood- 
ward is not apprehenfive that the abolition of the Have- 
trade would ruin his Weft Indian property. He thinks it 
would be of advantage to Barbadoes. By ufing them 
well, and by good management, the ftock of Haves would 
naturally increafe without importation. And Mr. Giles 
believes, that, if they were properly treated, their increafe 
would be general throughout the ijlands. 


CHAP. XII. 



( 129 ) 


CHAP. XII. 

JVhat appear to have been the principal caufcs , implied in 
the term Good Ufage , of the Increafe by Births, in the 
injlances mentioned, and wbat Regulations ought to take 
place in the general practice of the Colonics, to infure an 
univerfal increafe. 


T HE caufes of the increafe by births, on one of the 

eftates mentioned, viz. on the Marquis de Rouv- filing 
ray’s of St. Domingo, are deferibed by Captain Hall kenaft b» 
as follows : fopo&h*. 

The flaves were rtever hard prefled in their work. 

The Marquis fu fie red no improper intercourfe between 
the males and females : every man had his own wife, 
and no white was fuffered to disjoin that union. Hof- 
pitals were built for the lick and pregnant. The latter, 
when Tar advanced, were taken in there, and employed 
in trifling work, till the time of their delivery. Here 
they might remain, feparated from their hufbands, and 
excufed from field labour, till the child could be fupported 
without the mother’s help, or when their ftrength would 
permit, return with the child to their hufbands, and take 
the chance of work. In confequence, the Marquis had 
not, for fome years, occafion to buy negroes. Having, 
however, left his eftate to the care of a nephew, upon 
his return, after an abfcnce of two years, inftead of the 
happinefs that reigned when he left it, he found nothing 
but mifery and difeontent. The whites had feiaed upon 
R the 
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Tm.nfiii the pretty women : their hatbands, through difcontent, 
}ff ; ' ran away, and the labour falling heavier upon the reft, 
umta'Ily they became difcontented,and theirwork was badly carried 
fefjuuim. on : fo that it cod: him two years, before he could re- 
cftablifh order. It was a pleafurc to walk through his 
cftate i for the (laves ufed to look upon him as a father. 

It is of importance to cite this cftate, becaufe, in con* 
fequence of the above regulations, its gang increafed ; 
bccaufc when they were violated it went back ; and be- 
caule, when they were re-eftabliflied, it was reftored to 
its former ftate. Thefe regulations alfo include all the 
regulations, except two, in confequencc of which the 
Haves increafed by births on the other eftates mentioned 
in the preceding chapter, and therefore the citation of 
thefe, in particular, avoids a repetition, and faves time. 
The two regulations not included in thefe, are the fol- 
lowing : — Sir. Giles afferts, that the purchafilig of a 
few mules, on an eftatc which lie managed, to carry the 
canes which the negroes had before this been accuftomed 
to carry on their heads, fo lightened their labour, as to 
occafion them to increafe in population, whereas they 
had Hecre.iled before : and, on the cftate cited by Lieut. 
Davifon, the circum ‘lance of Mr. Malcolm’s going 
among his own negroes, hearing their complaints, and 
not fullering them to he puiulh.-d without his knowledge, 
are reckoned among the caufes that contributed to their 
increafe. 

StKepncral Let us now fee what is the general practice in the 
c °l° n * es > and what alterations ihoulo be made in it, to 
’ infurc an univerfal increafe. 

i. It is the opinion of Mr. Fitzmaurice, as obferved 
in clia - ; , chat the forcing the (laves to labour beyond 
their ltrcngtii, is the means of bringing many of them 
to the grave. Mr. Baillie fays, that many of their com- 
plaints arofe from extreme fatigue, and that a little reft 
generally reftored them, without any medicine being 
neceflary. In general, fays Forfter, the planters have 
ao idea of improvements to cafe their Haves. It feemed 
a general 
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a general opinion, that, if negroes were not conftantly 
kept at work, they would become unruly. 


ral 


2. We have fecn, in chap. 4, the very trifling faults, 
for which llavcs arc frequently punilhed, at the dil'eretion 
of the overfeer, and the unlimited feverity of thofe pu- 
nifhments by the chain, dungeon, flocks, projecting iron 
collar, iron boot, cowfkin, cart-whip, picket, and the 
like ; all of which have a manifeft tendency to harrafs 
human nature, and, in conjunction with other caufes, to 
fubdue it. 


3. It appears that no attention is paid to the marriage 
of the (laves, fo that one man fliould be reflriiSted to one 
wife, but that there is apromifeuous intercourfe amongft 
one another as they pleafe, (General Tottenham, Capt. 
Smith, Sir G. Young, Forfter, Coor) ; and that this is 
not only the cafe of the negroes one with another, but 
with the negro women and the whites, the latter of whom 
violate the chaftity of the former at dilcrction, (Dean of 
Middleham, Captain Smith, Davifon, Cook, Harrifon, 
Coor, and Dalrymple). If the women are Cent for by 
the overfeers* (ays Cook, for thefe purpofes, they mufl 
come or be flogged, and to fuch a pitch lias Dalrymple 
known this intercourfe to proceed, that female (laves 
are offered by their matters, even to thofe who vilit 
them, and he has known comptdfm ufed to oblige fucli 
to fubmit to proflitution. 

4. It appears again, from chap. 4, that pregnant 
women, to get the mod: out of them, are frequently 
worked within a very little time of their delivery, and fo 
hard and fo near to this period, that they often mifearry, 
as well as that, even in this iituation, they are not exempt 
from the whip. 

5. The fides of the huts, fays Coor, in which the 
pregnant women are delivered, and children born, are 
no more defence againft the cold night damps, than one 
of our pafture hedges. Bedding they have none, hut a 

R a board 
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Sme ;<wivi7board or bafs mat. The infant, for the firfb eight days, 
fkCokJ'a * s ncver P ut t0 t * le toother’s bread, but given to a 
i o ma. woman out 0 f t i, e field, who nurfes it, and who proba- 
bly has a child two, three, or four months old : and 
here Mr. Coorfubmits it to medical men what effedt the 
milk of a woman hardly wrought and badly fed would 
have on a tender infant. They moftly die convulfcd 
about the eighth day. This want of care is the more 
lamentable, hecaulb, if they furvivc the eighth day, they 
moftly do well. YVbac convinces him farther it is for 
want of care, is, becaufe, where they have warm houje r, 
kind treatment, and t/y clh.d J.t to the mother's breajl , he 
very fcldom knew any die. 

Moft of the negro-houfcs, fays Fitzmaurice, are open 
to the weather, being wattled without plaifter. They 
fleep on a board on the ground, near the fire, and after 
it goes out, they fuffer from co/d and damp. This caufes 
many diforders, el’pecially to lying-in women, who lofe 
more children hy this than any other caufe, as they gene- 
rally die of the locked jaw. 

6. The Dean of Middlcham fays, it ftruck him, to 
fpeak generally, that negro mothers commonly went into 
the field too early a! ter their delivery, taking tbeir children 
with them that the hulk of the mother became feverifh 
with labour, and the heat of the fun was too powerful 
for the child, which was commonly expofed in a bafket, 
and, in rainy weather, unfhcltered. The fame is con- 
firmed by others. 

n,fe ,mti- It is evident then, if the above be the general prac- 
y" ticc in the Colonies; if the (laves are over- wrought 
‘Imtnjjible. anc * haftily and feverely punifhed ; if promifeuous in- 
tercourle be allowed; if the women are opprefled dur- 
ring their pregnancy j if, while lying-in, they and their 
infants arc fo much expofed to damp and cold in their 
houfes, that many of the latter perifh : and if, after 
delivery, they are too foon hurried, with their furviving 
infants, into the field, it is evident, we repeat, that they 
cannot poflibjy, in general, incrcafe : bgt (hat fome 
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change mull be made in the fvftcm, and that the fol- 
lowing regulations arc the moft likely to anfwer the end, 
inafmuch as, upon the adopting of them or fimilar 
ones, the ilaves on the eftates cited have experienced an 
incrcafc. 

Regulation i. The maxim obferved on the eftate of s ™ r 
the Marquis do Rouvrav, and fome of the others cited, 

“ of never prefling the flaves hard in their work,” and «< cjb -v 
<{ the fubftitution of animal for human labour, wherever fa' 

“ it is practicable,” as mentioned by Mr. Giles, fliould 
be adopted on every eftate. 

2. A more general refidence of proprietors on their 
own eftates, as on Mr. Malcolm’s, to attend to the 
complaints and punifliments of their flaves, is ne- 
ceflary. 

3. Marriage, or the union of one man to one wo- 
man, fliould take place, as in the Marquis de Rouvray’s 
plantation ; and this union no white or other perfon 
fliould be fullered to difturb or disjoin. 

4. The women flaves, when advanced in their 
pregnancy four months, fliould be taken from the field, 
and fliould have little and light work, as praftifed on 
fome of the eftates cited to have increafed by births. 

5. During the time of their lying-in, they fliould he 
put into convenient hofpitals, or, if allowed to remain 
in their huts,thefe fliould be fo conftructcd as to exclude 
the cold and damp, and every female fliould fucklc her 
own child from the birth. 

6. In fuch hofpitals or huts, they fliould remain, as 
on the Marquis dc Rouvray’s eftate, and beexcufed from 
field-labour, till the child could be fupported without 
the mother’s aid, or, when their ftrength would permit, 
return with the child to their hufbands, and take the 
chance of work. 


Now, 
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•f ' r >•-. Now, if it could be made appear, as it can, that the 
i m d’tfc fl aves j n f ome 0 f th e eftates cited, increafed by the 
adoption of fome one of the above regulations alone, 
i'" "y and that they increafed on others by adopting two or three 
"wtjul 0 f them, and no more, and that on no one eftate, as 
appears by the evidence, were all of them in force at a 
time, it is plain, that if all of them combined were put 
into execution on each and every eftate in the colonies, 
there muft be an univcrf.il increafe of the (laves there. 


CHAP. XIIT. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Whether other Regulations may not he deduced from the 
Evidence , which would accelerate this Increafo i>y 
Population. 


W E have found, that lightening the labour of the Mo» 

ilaves, attending to their grievances, pumAi-A®^ 0 ^*'' 
ments, and the like, have been the means of contribut- /kdi would 
ing to their increafe by population ; hence any new modes m-akratc 
fuggefted by the evidence, that will produce the fame ‘ !jh m'.nafu 
effects, or will tend to their better nouriiliment or eftab- 
lifhment in fociety, muft accelerate that increafe. 

I. Let the plough be introduced on every eflate W r ' M> 
which will admit the ule of it. Jifguletwis 

a,c. 

The introdud'ion of the plough would, in the opinion 
of Forfter, Sir G. Young, Rees, Harrifon, Giles, and 
Duncan, lave the llaves much labour. Mr. Fitzmaurice 
has known it anfwer this end. Mr. Woodward and Mr. 

J. Woodward farther confirm the fame: the former has 
reduced its utility on his own eftate to the following 
rule : one plough^ two men, and four horfes , do as much 
work as thirty negroes > and, after the plough, it does not 
require, fays he, much negro labour to prepare the 
ground for the cane. Pie thinks that the largelt part of 
the cane and ginger land in Barbadoes, may be ploughed 
to the advantage of the proprietor, and the Javhig of 
negroes labour . 


2 . la 
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Whet ibifi i. In the earthing of canes, let the Eaft Indian 
Siguhaiuu fljovel be introduced, in the place of the hoe, where it 
mt ' is practicable. 

"When the cane is ready to earth up, fays Mr. Botham, 
the fpace between the rows is ploughed deep, the cane 
tops tied up, and an inftrumcnt like a broad (hovel, 
with teeth at the bottom, a I'padc handle, and two cords 
fixed to the body of the (hovel, ending by a wooden 
handle for a purchafe, is ufed by two perfons to earth 
tip the cane, the ftrongeft holding the handle of the 
(hovel, and prelfing it into the ploughed earth, while the 
other on the oppofite fide of the plant, by a jerk of the 
cord, draws up to the plant all the earth that clue plough 
had loofened. Two perfons , fays Mr. Botham, and he has 
been in the Weft as well as in the Eaft Indies, with this 
inftrumcnt will earth up more canes in a day than ten ne* 
gross with their boss according to theW. Indian method. 

3 . Let the commiffions or premiums paid in fome 
5 (lands on the crops, be taken from the attorneys and 
overfeers of eftates, and let Hilaries or an augmentation 
of Hilary be fubftituted in their ftead ; or, let the premiums 
and commiffions continue, but be paid fo much per head 
for the incrcafe of the (laves. 

It is the common practice for attorneys, and often 
for overfeers to have a commiffion on the crops (Cook, 
Davifon, Fitzmaurice, Clappcfon, and Coor). This has 
a manifeft tendency to make them pufh the negroes be- 
yond their ftrength. Accordingly we find, from Davi- 
fon, that he has been with attorneys to vifit the eftates, 
and he has li >. them do little elfe than inquire about the 
crops. He never heard them make any inquiries into the 
treatment or /tale of the Jlnves. Coor lays, he has known 
attornies wink at overfeers * preffing the (laves to perforin 
more work than human nature could hear. 

* There is alfo a very deltrudtive not.on prevalent, viz. <• That he ii 
the hat overfecr who makes the (argell crops." To this criterion of an 
overfecr’s merit it is owing that ihoufands of Haves have been killed by 
being overworked. This nolion ought to he changed for the following 5 
“ That he is the belt overfecr who preferves the Haves.” 

4. Let 
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4. Let the picking of grafs neither be extra work, bVhai ‘M s 
nor done in the intervals of reft ; but let a grafs-gang ^“ la “ a " s 
be feleifted for this purpofe j or intirely abolilh grafs- 
picking, by laying out pafture land. 

This regulation, as may be feen in Chap. IV. would 
tend wonderfully to leften the labour and punilhment, 
and, of courfe, promote the increafe of the Haves. 

5. Let the corn given to the negroes be ground for 
them. 

This regulation would tend much to leften their la- 
bour, as will be feen from the following account. When 
the women return home, fays Davies, they have to grind 
their corn, by the Jtrength of their arms Tabbing it between 
two J, tones . They mult rife with the earlieft dawn to 
prepare their food, that they may be in the field in time, 
to efcape punifhment. Their circumftances, but particu- 
larly the grinding of their corn, tended to difcoutage mar- 
riage, the woman’s life becoming harder then from being 
thus a Have to her hufband. Forfter alfo obfcrves, that 
the grinding of their corn at night, by hand, was in 
crop- time a great har dihip. 

6. Let talks of fuch parts of the work, as will admit 
them, be afligned to the Haves as praflifed in America. 

In America, fays Baillie, the overfeer roufed the 
(laves, and fet them to work in the morning. They did 
not work for fet hours, but by talk- work, generally a 
rood of land to each, when eafdy cultivated ; when other- 
wile, the overfeer fets the ftrongelt to the hardeft work, 
and vice verfa : and indeed it was ufual to leften the 
piece of land conliderably, when uncommonly foul. 

The negroes generally helped thofe who could not finilh 
as foon as the reft, fo that they left the field at once, 
pretty early in the afternoon, when their work ceafed, 
and they were at perfeift liberty for the. reft of the day. 

Mr. Baillie adds, that the drivers feldom or never whip- 
ped the Haves through their day’s work ; becaule it was 
S impoftible 
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mattbefe impoflible to know till towards the clofe of the day, 
Regulations whether a (lave would or would not finith his talk, and 
it was thought time enough to punifh when the negroes 
deferved it. 

This politick method of working by ta(k has been 
tried in Jamaica. Mr. Fitzmaurice hired fixty negroes, 
all Americans, from a Mr. Douglas who relided there, 
and employed them in this manner. They had a tafk 
mcafured out to them every morning by Mr. Douglas or 
his overfeer, and which they finifhed by one or two 
o’clock, and had the reft of the day to themfelves. The 
driver carried no whip, and only went occalionally to fee 
that the work was properly done. 

It will now be evident to the reader how much the 
introdu&ion of talk-work into the Weft Indies would 
add to the eafe and comfort, and of courfe to the na- 
tural increafe, of the (laves ; for, by this wife and poli- 
tick method, the work is apportioned to the Jlrength of the 
Jlaves , and the weak are not obliged to keep up with the 
firong. The whip alfo, by which they are inceflantly 
harafied, is avoided. This alone is of great importance. 
Mr. Crew thinks the ufe of the whip formed a difference 
in the treatment of American and Wejl Indian Jlaves great- 
ly to the difadvantage of the latter. They have alfo, by 
means of the fyftem recommended, the important ad- 
vantage of a part of the afternoon and evening to them- 
felves , in which they can cultivate their little portions 
of lands, prepare their provifions, and yet have fuflicient 
time to reft : all which would greatly add to the com- 
fort of their lives. 

If there fhould be any objection to the introdu&ion 
of tafk- work into the Weft India illands, after what has 
been faid, it can only arife from a fuppofition, that the 
flaves getting their work done by two or three in the af- 
ternoon, cannot do fo much for their owner, as thofe 
who work till fun-fet, on the prefent fyftem. The very 
reverfe, however, is the cafe : for Mr. Fitzmaurice ob- 
ferves, that thofe negroes whom he employed by tafk in 
Jamaica, 
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Jamaica, finiflied their work by one or two o’clock , ,nal 
whereas the plantation negroes on the adjoining land 
would not finifli till dark , even with the driver, the fame 
quantity of land. 

Having now ftated all that appears in the evidence, 
on the fubjedl of eafing the labour of the flaves, as the 
means of increafmg them by birth, we come to a few 
regulations of another kind. 

7. Never let the fame perfon hold the offices of at- 
torney and overfeer, or manager : nor let an eftate be 
put under the care of an attorney who either has many 
eftates to attend to, or who lives many miles from the 
eftate he is to fuperintend. 

All thefe evils are abundantly ftated in the evidence, 
and, it is therefore clear, that the above regulation would 
have a tendency to obtain protection for the flaves, in 
cafes of unmerited or exceflive punifliment, on the part 
of the overfeer : for, by the 3d regulation, it would be 
the intereft of the attorney to inquire into their com- 
plaints, and redrefs them, and not, as at prefent, to 
wink at their oppreffion; and by this regulation, he 
would be at hand and have time to do his duty. The 
flaves alfo would not be precluded by diftance, from pre- 
ferring their own complaints. This fuperintendance of 
punifhmcnts, was one of the caufcs that contributed to 
the increafe on an eftate mentioned in the preceding 
chapter, 

8 . Let a fmall part of the cane-lands be difmantled 
and turned into provifion grounds, for the flaves. 

The great want of proviftons, which the flaves experi- 
ence, has been amply explained in Chap. IV. It has 
beep proved that thofc who have land enough allowed 
them have notfufficient time to cultivate it; but that evil 
will be removed by the introduction of talk- work 
(Regul. 6.) and thofe who have little or no land will 
poflefs it by the prefent. This would be particularly 
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Whaul/fe ufeful, became provifions rafed, fays Botham, feed ne-. 

Regulations g roes better than any dry or other provi/ions imported. 

It would alfo prefer ve them from falling off as they do at 
prefent. Epi Jemicks, fays Coor, are more fatal to poor 
and ill fed, than to well fed, hearty llaves. But one 
fatal epidemick prevailed while he was in Jamaica. It 
attacked all ranks of whites and blacks, and generally 
poor, ill-fed negroes died of it. Few well-fed negroes 
died of it, and not one white man. Nor need the planters 
be afraid that the dilinantling of the canes for provilion- 
land, will rob them of their former profits. If a hun- 
dred negroes cultivate as many acres of canes, and fifty 
acres be deducted for their fupport, it is not improbable 
bur that the fifty in canes, with the labour of a hundred 
perfotv-, may produce as much as the hundred acres be- 
fore ; foi a hundred labourers are better able to cultivate 
and improve fifty, than twice the number of acres, and 
the earth will remunerate in proportion to the toil and 
improvement bellowed upon it. Of this we may ad- 
duce a ftriking indance, from Fuzmaurice. He ob- 
ferves that a gentleman had two eftates in Clarendon, 
one of which Mr. Fitzmaurice managed. '• his gentle- 
man had too few negroes for both eftates, but fufficient 
for one. He,, however, cultivated both. They pro- 
duced him together 150 hogfheads of fugar per annum. 
He became in debr, and his negroes differed. At 
length, changing his plan, he difmantled one of his 
eftates, and put both the gangs on the other. Thefe 
were then amply fufficient, and he is now making 400 
hhds. that is 250 more hhds. per year upon this one eflate, 
than upon both together before , and is now a clear man. 
This regulation then would tend to the proprietor’s be-* 
nefit, as well as to the incrcafe of the flaves. 

9. Let every encouragement be given to the moral 
and religious inftrudtion of the flaves. 

A deficiency in this particular, appears throughout 
the whole of the evidence. There has been, however, 
here and there, a folitary inftance of a contrary nature, 
in the knowledge of Coor, F order. Captain Smith, 
Duncan, 
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Duncan, and Fitzmaurice ; and thefe declare, 
where fuch moral and religious inltruelion have been U! " a 
encouraged, the Haves have (hewn a better dijpofition and 
behaviour ; that they have alfo paid a more general at- 
tention to marriage, and that they have increajed more by 
the births. 

Having now mentioned the principal regulations 
which the evidence luggefts, in addition to thofo recom- 
mended in the former chapter, for producing a natural 
increafe of the Haves, it is plain that were all thofe re- 
' gulations combined, and generally enforced in the co- 
lonies, that incrcafc. would be proportionably accelerated. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Whether the Colonijls could carry on the necejfary Cultiva- 
tion of their Lands , •without a frejh Importation offaves 
\ while this increafe was becoming effective ; or, in other 
Words , while the Generation immediately fucceeding thefe 
Regulations were groining up to fupply the natural 
Deaths of the Slaves of all Ages, now in their Pof- 
feffion. 


T HIS queftion may be anfwered from what has ap- 
peared in fome of the preceding chapters. 

Slaves have been fhewn to have been wounded by 
i nmts On - the watchmen, in ftealing provifions to which they have 
”“» h ‘ been impelled by hunger ; but as, by fome of the fore- 
imrmhiibe g oin g regulations, they would be fufficiently fed, (and 
fitM, where they have been fufficiently fed the evidence has 
fhewn that they have not ftolen at all) thofe watchmen 
would become unneceflary as fuch, and might be turned 
into the effective field-gangs. 

It has appeared alfo, that where talk-work is intro- 
duced the whip is unneceflary : hence the drivers, whofe 
only bufinefs is to force labour (and of whom there are 
four or five, fays Coor, to every iooflaves) might thern- 
felves be converted into field-labourers. 

It 
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It has been ftiewn too, that, in coufequence of their be- Dtenaje of 
ing better fed, according to fome of the regulations fug- S,avcsl y 
gefted, they would be far lefs liable to fuffer from epi- bTrcUrdcd. 
demicks, and it is evident, that, being better fed, lefs 
worked and harrafled by the whip, that is, in every re- 
fpedl, better ul'ed, their lives would be proportionably 
prolonged. 

It has likewife appeared, that two flaves, affifted by Much of 
the plough, do the work of thirty without it; and that , lheir 
in the earthing up of the canes, two flaves ufing th ®‘ 
Eaft Indian implement mentioned would do the work or ’ 
ten with the hoe. 

From the prefent compulfive and oppreflive fyflem, it A,,d the 
has appeared in evidence, that numbers of flaves run^f 
away, and are laid up fickly. But the regulations would efficient in 
put an end to thefe evils, and the gangs, not being deferted/""^ a 
and thinned as before, would become more efficient in m< ”‘‘ ler ' 
ftrength and number. 

This ftrength and this number would be rendered ftill 
more effective, by the affiftance and labour of fuch, as we 
have feen, are under the prefent fyftem, often crippled or 
badly wounded by the watchmen. From the above 
then it appears, 

1. That on the day the importation fliould ceafe, the He '\ 
colonifts, by incorporating the watchmen and drivers in 

their field-gangs, would have an additional number (and cdiiih/Sc 
that a conftderable one) of feafoned hands by which they rifiagpm- 
would be compenfated for the natural deaths of the)“p“)°"^. 
working flaves, during at leaft a part of the time in fly. 
which the rifing generation were growing up for la- 
bour. 

2. That the natural deaths of the working flaves 
would be greatly and progreflively retarded, from that 
day, and could not poffibly happen lb frequently as 
before. 


3. That 
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iltntc mhi- 3. That, taking into confideration the retarding of 
Mk huNJ- t^ e l ' eat ^ s °f l ^ e working (laves, and the augmenting of 
tJ ml the their number, they might not, in three or four years be 
r if"f !*- fo reduced, but that their number might be then equal 
nw/fc'T u t0 w ' lat IC was 011 ! ' lc da y Upping the importation, 
n' empty. " when the whole of the efficient hands under the former 
wretched fyftem were not thus called into employ. 

4.. That even if no augmentation could be made to 
the number of working (lares, and their natural deaths 
were as frequent as before, it by no means follows that 
the cultivation need be impeded till the rifing generation 
could grow up ; becaufe a much lefs number of hands, 
aflided by cattle and the implements mentioned, would 
evidently do much more work than a greater, under the 
prefent lyftem. 

In (hort, after the circumftances dated, and confider- 
ing alfo that there is now in the colonies a feries of 
Creoles of all ages, ready to fupply fucceffively the places 
of many that would go off by natural death, no man 
can rationally fuppofe, that the number of working 
Haves could ever be reduced fo low, while the rifing ge- 
neration were growing up, as not to be as fully adequate 
to the cultivation of the colonies, as they are at prefent. 
Mr. Botham fays, that- by means of two-thirds, nay even 
one-balf of the prefent, force (and he fpeaks experimentally) 
the illands might be much better cultivated) under certain 
regulations, than under what he terms, the pre/'ent infer- 
able management : and yet the regulations fuggeded by 
Mr. Botham are not fo numerous as thofe deduced from 
the evidence, in the preceding chapters. 

Mwyih- If, however, any one fliould difpute this point, he 
v "ff mud |, e told, that the colonids have yet many other 
ijmi'ijjeuy. re l°urccs. They have generally, in the firft place, a 
number of domeflick (laves that are fupernumcrary 
and ufelefs. They have a great number of fuperfluous 
domedieks at li .11 dadoes, lays Woodward, in town 
and country. Mr. Giles thinks half the tlomedicks 
of Grenada and Momierrat unncceflary. Lieutenant 
Davifon 
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tenant Davifonhas known, in Jamaica, from twelve to M*’ r / *- 
twenty domefticks in a houfe, where half the number 
would have done as well. Dr. Jackfon too obferves, that ;fn C «p,y. 
there are three times more domefticks in Jamaica than 
would be in England, for the fame work ; and Jeffreys, 
fpeaking of thofe in the lame ifland, fays they are too 
many ; they are a nuifanee from their numbers. Hence 
it is clear, that were it pofftble a failure of hands for the 
field could take place before the afligned epocha ar- 
rived, many domefticks might be fpared, without any 
inconvenience, for field-labour. Nor would this change 
be at all difagreeable to many of them: for we have 
feen their lives often rendered miferable, by being con- 
ftantly under the eye, and fubjeft to the caprice of their 
mafters and miftreffes. Coor, indeed, has often heard 
many of them fay, that they would rather be under the 
field hardfhips, than in the houfe. 

This refource, though very confiderable, is yet not AlfoBhict 
the only one the planters are poil'effed of: for many 
the flaves are coopers, carpenters, mill-wrights, copper - 
fmiths, black-fmiths, and the like, all of whom could pied by 
perform field-labour, and their places, if nccefl'ary, be ,n '“ Min - 
fupplied by white men, who, if temperate, would not 
fuff' r in their health. Land furveying, fays Terry, 
is < ' ceedingly laborious in the Weft Indies, and yet he 
followed it for feven years, without injury to his health. 

He has often feen white mill-wrights at work in the 
fun, whofe health did not fuft'er. There arc alfo white 
coopers and blackfmiths there, but the former only di- 
re£t negroes working under them. Lieutenant Davi- 
fon is fure whites, if temperate, could, without material 
injury, do any kind of out-door work. It is well known 
that the fhip- wrights and other tradefmen in the king’s 
yard, Port-Royal, often work all day long, and he never 
knew them unhealthier than people in general. White 
artificers do work at their trades in the Weft Indies, 
without materially hurting their health. Captain Cook 
has no doubt, and hefpeaks from many inftanccs, that 
white people by habits of temperance and regularity of 
T hours 
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Jlfo Block hours, might bring thcmfelves to go through nearly as 
vJxiefilacii muc * 1 labour and fatigue in the Weft Indies, as any 
might t’cfup- people whatever. Mr Clappefon thinks 'the whites, 
. flicj ly if temperate, are able to labour in Jamaica. He fays, 
tVhUc Mot nQ p e opl.- wor k harder than the Englifh failors there : 
and Dr. Jackfon apprehends, as a medical man, that 
white men may work as artificers, in the Weft Indies, 
without any material detriment to their health, 


CHAP, 



( *47 ) 


CHAP. XV. 

tVhether there he not a prevailing opinion in the ColonieSy 
that it is cheaper to buy or import Slaves than thus to 
increafe them by Population.— and whether the very re- 
verfc of this opinion be not true ; namely , that it is more 
profitable to breed than to import . 


T HAT fuch an opinion prevails in the colonies is^Opmhaibii 
too evident. Dalrymplc, Captain Wilfon, Har- " 
rifon, and Sir George Young, all affirm, that in their trad. 
time it was thought by fome planters to be cheaper to buy 
than to breed. The prevalence of the fame notion is alio 
confirmed by others. Mr. Rees was informed that the 
planters did not think it worth their while to breed more 
than they did. The buying fyftem is faid by Dr. Jaclcfon 
to have been generally preferred. Captain Hall fays, the 
planters efteemed the charge of rearing a child to matu- 
rity, more troublelome and greater than buying a Have 
fit for work, and the fame opinion is deferibed as pre- 
vailing by Fitzmaurice, Duncan, and Davifon. As a 
farther proof of the exiftence of fuch a notion, we may 
refer to the calculations made upon thefe occafions. If a 
negro 1 allied a certain time, fays Baillie his death was 
accounted nothing. This time is deferibed by Fitz- 
maurice to be feven years. Captain Giles alfo heard the 
term of feven years affixed for the exiftence of a gang of 
negroes, which he faw, and we find a man of die name 
of Yemtnan, by Captain Scott’s account, reducing his 
T % calculation 
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calculation to four years, treating his (laves mod cruelly, 
and faying that four years labour of a negro was enough 
for him ; for that he then kael his pennyworth out of him , 
and he did not care what became of him afterwards. 

1 / the nvirfi j± s this notion is fo fatal to population, and is indeed 
tmetT evidently one grand fource from whence the prefent evils 
in the colonial fyftem fpring, it will be proper to examine 
the evidence, to fee if we cannot (hew the reverfe of it 
to be true. 

There is one circumdance that leads us drongly to 
fufpeft that it is not fo well founded as its general pre- 
f.i-ibbd of valence (hould warrant, which is, that one-third of all 
that arc bought die in the feafoning. This feafoning is not 
ttj/mf. adidemper, but is the time an African takes to be fo 
habituated to the colonial labour, as to be counted an 
efteiStive fupply. 

Some Planters, fays Woolrich, who have bought lots 
of (laves, have informed him, that they have lod one- 
third of them or more in the fird year of their feafoning. 

Mr. Terry dates, that very confiderable lodes were 
common among the newly imported Africans. One- 
third die within the fird year. Of a lot of fix, bought 
by himfelf, two died within the fird year, and at the 
end of five years two only furvived. 

Mr. Forder recollects a planter, who bought thirty 
new negroes, and lod them all within the year. 

Mr. Fitzmaurice, in the lad four years he was in 
Jamaica, bought ninety- five new negroes. At the end 
of that time, he fold fifty-two, all that were then alive, 
and thofe not feafoned. Had he kept them till feafoned, 
he (hould have lod more, and for this very reafon he fold 
them. He thinks, on an average, at lead one-third of 
the new negroes imported, die. in the fird three years. 

Though 
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Though this circumftance would induce us to think 
that it was cheaper to rear than to buy a Have, (for in 
eftimating the price given for one that is bought, not only 
the prime cofl: is to be confidercd, but a third more is to 
be added to it, with various other circumftances) yet, as 
fufficicnt data are not to be found in the evidence to 
enable us to come to a calculation, we muft be content 
to abide by the fafts that follow : 

Thofe c dates, fays Forfter, which bought the greateft Purcbafi ef 
number of new negroes, were not thought to be the 
molt flourifhing. It was exaSlly the reverje. mbarrajL 

On an eftate, which Mr. Coor knew, the proprietor 
was often buying lots of twenty , thirty, or forty paves , and 
yet this man, by ill ufing them, ( which ill ujage is inse- 
parably connected with the buying fyftem ) differed a reduc- 
tion both in the number of his negroes and the produce 
of his eftate, fo that from good circumftances ■bit credit 
was in eleven years reduced to a low ebb . 

Captain Scott was prefent at the fale of Teaman’ s pro- 
perly , the perfon mentioned to have adopted the fyfteni 
of buying in preference to that of breeding, and working 
his negroes up in the fpace of four years. 

Lieutenant Davifon believes owners of Haves are very 
commonly involved with Guinea merchants; for they 
often flay on the eftates all the week, except Sundays, 
with their gates always locked. 

The dependance on the imported (laves, fays the Rev. 

Mr. Davies, certainly contributed to mbarrafs planters. 

Mr. Woolrich, who is qualified to give the hiftory of 
Tortola in this particular, fays, that when lie firft went 
there, there were but few (laves, and that at this time 
the planters were in good credit, and none of them in- 
volved in debt. In about three or four years, however, 
after his arrival there, fome Guinea Ihips came down 
with 
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ftirchajiaf with cargoes of (laves. The planters in general bought 1 
ticnr'*/ many of the new negroes died in the feafoning, and 
tmbarrnjf- Guinea flipis coming down time after time, the planters 
Kwux'd bought to fupply their places. This continuing, many 
* 4 "' of them got much into debt, by purchafmg (laves on 
credit, and were obliged to mortgage their e dates and 
(laves to merchants in England. He has never known 
a planter, who thus mortgaged, pay off the debt. Some 
in conti-qucncc have been obliged to have them fold by 
auction, much under value, and he has known others, 
even obliged to become overfeers where they were proprietors 
before. Since he left Tortola, he has been informed, by 
means of correfpondence, or feeing fome perfon from 
the ifland, (which is generally the cafe once a year) of 
its annual date to the prefent time. The lad informa- 
tion reprefented the planters to be in very didrefled cir- 
eumdanccs. Divers of their edater., mortgaged in Eng- 
land, had been fold at publick vendue upon very low 
terms, becaufe few were able to pay for them, and the 
general credit fo low with the planters, that but fs vt 
could obtain the necelfaries they wanted from, the dores 
kept there by reafon of their debts to the Englifh mer- 
chants. It has been his opinion for many years, that the 
nnniceffiny piireha/e of Andean Jlaves has been the main 
caul'c of their emharrafjhunts , and the accumulation of 
their debts. He is fure tint feven-eights of them would 
have been in much better circumjianccs , if they hail not 
bought any negroes during the time of his refidcnce thercy 
but had tijed thof they had with humanity and care. 

To the above accounts we may fubjoin the following 
from Mr. Savage. In the year 1739, he obferves, a 
duty . as laid in Carolina on the importation of daves, 
which amounted to a prohibition, and which continued 
to 1744. The purchaft of new negroes having involved 
the planters greatly in debt zvas the reafon why the Lcgifa- 
ture laid it. 

Thcfe are fome of the circumdances, Which are in- 
tended to fhew, that the reverfe of the notion or opinion 
mentioned 
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mentioned, is true, that is to fay, that it is cheaper to TW’oC- «f 
breed than to import. Others are, that wherever eftates 
ara mentioned in the evidence as flourifbing, and th e,X^ 
proprietors of them as clear men, it is where they have 
adopted the principle of breeding, and of treating the 
Jlaves they have had with humanity and care.® It may 
alfo be added here from the evidence, that the breeding 
of (laves was confidcred fo profitable in fome parts of 
America, that people held them for. this furpoje alone, 
independently of any profpeft from the fruits of their la- 
bour. 

* Many other advantages appear by the evidence to rcfult from the 
fyflom of breeding Haves and tiling them well. Suicide and rebellion arc 
peculiar to the imported Haves. Hence the peace of mind and inu re It of 
the proprietor are materially concerned, anil it fully appears Uiat fuck 
(laves do much more work than others in the fame time. 


CHAP. XVI. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Whether it be more politick to extend the Cultivation of the 
Colonies by the Continuance of the Slave-Trade , or wait 
till the fifing Generation fall be capable of performing 
it. 


Tref,nt fm- A /TR- IRVING ftates, by means of official papers 
dtuenf tVef i.VX l" rom the Cuftom-houfe, that the Britifh Weft 
India fijfi- India Iflands, in their prefent ftate, produce annually a 
'Britain and g reater quantity of fugar and rum than is requifite for 
her depot- the confumption of Great Britain, her immediate dcpen- 
dtnciei. dencies, and the kingdom of Ireland, and, to extend the 
cultivation, he confiders to be very impolitick, for two 
rcafons : 

Exitnfimof Firft, becaufe fuch extenfion can only be made from 
flaw m, flic Britilh capitals, which might be employed in carrying on 
inZlm'Lj and extending the manufaftures, commerce, and agri- 
tbc capital of culture of the mother country ; but which muft thus be 
the mother f rans f e rrcd to the moft vulnerable parts of the empire, 
and there invefted in purfuits, which do not appear to 
him to be produflive of a profit to the proprietor, or of 
advantage to the publick, in any degree adequate to the 
precarious fituation in which fuch property ftands, from 
the contingencies of climate and of war : for, if but one 
ifland fhould be loft, it is a complete lofs of fo much 
capital to the empire : and Mr. Irving fhews their ex- 
tremely hazardous fituation, by the capture of fix of 
them, and the final feparation of Tobago in the late 
war. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, becaufc the fugar and rum to he produced Cm **«& 
by extending the cultivation (the prefcnt cultivation be- 
ing more than fufficient for the demand of England and' in-.mtUi fnn 
her dependencies) rauft be exported to foreign dates. This, Gaetmmcat. 
fays Mr. Irving, is exceedingly impolitick ; for the fugar 
made in the French iflands can be afforded (which he 
fhews by official papers) fo much cheaper than the 
Britifh, that, in order to enable the planters to fell it at 
the fame price as their rivals, Government muff give 
large and deftruflive bounties. Mr. Irving even ftates, 
and this again officially, that, in the molt favourable 
period for the Briti/h iilands, viz. before the late war, 
the French planters were able to fell their fugars from 
twenty to thirty per cent, cheaper thin the Britifli plan- 
ters : and he conceives it to be a maxim thoroughly 
eftabliflied in national commerce, that it is unwife to 
pufli forward by monopolies, reftrictive regulations, or 
bounties, any branch of commerce or manufactures, 
which cannot be carried on, after a fair trial, within 
fifteen per cent, of the prices of other rival countries. 

To the above reafons, given by Mr. Irving, we may M»Ji mtnfl 
add, that the extenlion of the cultivation, by means of"""" l,ra " e " 
purchafing new Slaves, muft be exceedingly impolitick, p’^ p .,- f/or . 
if we bear in mind the evidence adduced in the preceding 
chapter: inafmuch as it muft be, as it ever has been, 
attended with debts, mortgages, and ruin. 

Now, if the above arguments fliould, in the opinion irwm if 
of the reader, fully prove the impolicy of the meafure of«' lt . 
carrying the cultivation beyond its prefent bounds by 
means of the prelent fyftem, it will be very cafy to evince 
the policy of doing it by means of the riling generation 
of (laves, and by them alone.* This will appear, firft, 
becaufc the breeding of Haves where it has been attended 
to as an objefl, has been fhewn to increafe tile proprie- 
tor’s capital: for this reafon therefore, and from the 

* Sir George Young limes his belief, that if the llnve-tradc were 
abolilhcd, and every proper regulation adopted, to encourage the bpcd'iog 
of negroes in th- Well Indies, the Ituck of negroes w . uld griwluilly in- 

illand!, to the full extent of which they ate capable. 

u 


circumftancc 
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circumftance of the (laves being in this cafe the growth 
of the eftates, and not, as by the former fyftem, pur- 
chafed, no capita! need be drawn from the mother country , 
to the hazard and detriment defer ibed. Secondly, becaufe 
thofe eftates mentioned in the evidence, upon which the 
breeding fyftem has been molt attended to, are almoft 
univerfally noticed, with this remark, namely, that 
they had “ got out of debt,” or “ were fourijbmg ,” or 
“ were making money.” Now, if eftates get out of 
debt, or flourilh, where the negroes are bred, while the 
reverie is the cafe, where they arc purchafed, it can only 
be becaufe the fyftem of cultivating by means of popula- 
tion mult be cheaper than in the other way: hence the 
Britifii planters would be enabled, without any dcjlruflive 
bounties from Government to meet their rivals on an equal 
or perhaps a more favourable footing in foreign markets. 
It is evident alfo from the expreflions mentioned above to 
have been annexed to thofe eftates where attention was 
paid to breeding, that the planters would cultivate, in 
this cafe, to their own certain emolument , and not, as in 
the prefent fyftem to their equally certain' embarraflinent 
and ruin. 

, Having now mentioned the principal fails contained 
in the evidence offered to Parliament by the petitioners 
of Great Britain, in behalf of die abolition of the (lave 
trade, we cannot clofe this compilation better than in 
the words of Mr. Hercules Rofs : he fays, “ finally as the 
“ rcfult of his obfervations and moft ferious reflection, he 
“ hefitates not to fay, that the trade for (laves ought to 
“ be aboliftied, not only as contrary to found policy, but 
“ to the laws of God and nature and were it poflible, 
“ by the prefent inquiry, to convey a juft knowledge of 
“ the extenfive mifery it occafions, every kingdom of 
“ Europe muft unite in calling on their Legiflatures to 
“ abolifh the inhuman traffick. This is not a hafty nor 
a new fentiment, formed on the prefent difeuffion, 
which has, in no refpeift, influenced his judgment, 
** The fame opinion he publicklv delivered feventecn 
“ years ago in Kingfton, Jamaica, in a fociety formed 
« of 
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of the firlt characters of the place, on debating the OowUh m 
following queftion, (propofed, he thinks, by the late 
Mr. Thomas Hibbert, who had been forty or fifty flave-iradt. 
years the mod eminent Guinea fa£tor there) “ Whe- 
ther the trade to Africa for Haves was confident with 
found policy, the laws of nature, and morality?” 

This difcuffion occupied feveral meetings, and at lad 
it was determined by a majority, That the trade to 
Africa for Jlaves, was neither confiftent with found po- 
licy , the laws of nature , nor morality 
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